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PREFACE. 



The title of this work reqtiires a word of explanation. 
James the First, than whom no English Soyereign fulfilled 
the part of an earthly Head of the Clhurch more assiduously 
(we cannot always say maelt/f) was desirous of haying the 
religious state of the nation placed before him, and required 
the Clergy to furnish him with a statistical yiew of their 
respectiye parishes. It was to exhibit the number of atten- 
dants upon public worship, and of communicants at the 
Lord's table, and other particulars. The entire eolleetion, 
was denominated " Speculum Reffium,** or a Royal Mirror. 
Pew things, of an ecclesiastical nature, could haye 
more laudably occupied the attention of that <<Diyine 
among Kings." 

It was this royal enquiry which suggested to that excellent 
prelate, the late Bishop of Chester, (now Archbishop of 
Canterbury,) the propriety of reqiuring eyery candidate 
for Holy Orders, to produce a " Speculum Regium " 
of the parish or district in which he had seryed the 
year of his Deaconship. This document was to exhibit 
the names of the householders, the number in each family, 
the proportion of attendants at the public seryices of the 
Church and the Lord's Supper, &c. These returns were 
not designed so much to inform the Bishop of the existing 
state of religion in any particular parish or district, as to 
ensure the candidate's personal acquaintance with his flock, 
and afford a pledge of his future pastoral dUi^ence, 
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With much difidence we submit that, mutatis mutandis^ 
a « mirror" of this description might be advantageously 
prepared by probationers for the Wesleyan Ministry, and 
presented annually at the district meetings. It would sup- 
ply a test of pastoral character, of kindred importance with 
that of intellectual adyancement, fiimished by tJie Lists 
of Books read during each year. An effectiye stimulus to 
pctstoral enterprise might at the same time be receiyed by 
others^ beside probationers, by means of a faithful exami- 
nation, from year to year, on this increasingly important 
question. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The object of this publication is to describe and 
rcTive " Pastoral Visitation" It seeks " church 
extension" by the only available method, not so fully 
employed now as formerly. Never, probably, was 
the power of the pulpit to be rated higher than at 
the present moment; nor* were the lives of the 
clergy of all denominations ever, we believe, more 
generally irreproachable. Still, true religion cannot 
he said to be popular. The " holy waters^* require 
to " issite out from under the threshold of The 
HotrsE," or sanctuary ; and they are to be " mea- 
sured*^ again and again, until they shall be '^ risen : 
— '•waters to swim in, a river that cannot be passed 
A 2 



IV 

aver / and it shall come to paee, that every thing that 
liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall 
come, SHALL lite!'* (See Elzekiel, xlvii. 1st to 
9th verses.) 

How precious are the very terms of one of the 
earliest promises — ^^ Iir Thee shaU all families 
of the earth he blessed /" (Gen. xii, 32) This thrice 
happy domiciliation of Oiristianity is to be hoped 
for^ in great part, from the introduction of her 
ministers within the domestic pale. If it be true, 
indeed, that '* every Englishman's house is his 
castle," then must ministers of the goi^l enter that 
castle with ** the banner of love,*^ to be afterwards 
placed, by ^^ wiUiny" hands, upon its lofty turret, or 
its lowly roof. 

If, however, so chivalrous an enterprise be in ocm- 
templation, ministers must be ^^good soldiers of 
Jesus Christy' indeed. And ^ey shall be crowned 
at last, if they *^ strvoe lawjulfyy* or according to the 
rules of the war ; — ^whether they altogether succeed 
in their object, or not. The attempt is to be urged less 



as a concession to the people (a most dubioiu 
phrase !) than as a serrioe to the cause of Christ. 
(2 Tim. ii, 3, 6.) 

The great ncrtnal argument of the apostle — 
" There/ore I endure all TUUXQs/or the elect's sake^ 
that they may also obtain salvation^ which is in Christ 
Jesus f with eternal glory: (2 Tim. ii, 10) when 
adapted to every minister's varied toils, will certainly 
point not more to the gathering of the flock out of 
the wilderness, than to its future defence, guidance, 
and sustentaiioBk. 

It is true that the resources of indiyidual pastors 
for the discharge of their "high vocation,^' are much 
over-rated by many of "oMr people,'^ as well as 
others; nothing being more common than for as 
much work of a pastoral nature to be desired, as if 
there were no other duties pertaining to the ministe- 
rial office. Indeed, the result of twenty years' ex- 
perience has assured the writer, that the laity need 
much information on these points ; and especially 
that many of our '* best friends'* require to make a 
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more cheerftil sacrifice of large portions of their pas- 
tor's time, in order that he may have more to devote 
to others whose need and claim are, in the abstract, 
quite as great. Nor ought ** members of society" 
to forget " mere hearers,*' who are often in yet more 
extreme need of a pastor's advice and prayers. 

As the saved and unsaved are frequently found 
under the same roof, pastoral visitation is admirably 
adapted to the discovery and conviction of the latter ; 
even as it was said of old, " / toill search Jerusalem 
ivith candles^ and punish the men that are settled on 
their lees : that say in their heart, the Lord will not 
do good, neither will he do m/." (Zeph. i, 12.) 

As the sentiments of this little work relate to a 
somewhat ^^ vexed question,^' the form of "Inci- 
dents" has been adopted, as one which may render 
it more acceptable to the general reader. 

B. S. 

Darlaston, Nov. 17, 1849. 



CHAPTER FIRST. 



THE OFFICE OF PASTOBAI. VISITATION DEFINED. 



'' When they shall be reminded of bo dear and great a duty, 
and excited to the consideration of it, and see, with us, the 
feasibleness of it, in a good measure ; when it is done by com- 
mon consent, no doubt they will uniyersally take it up, and 
gladly concur with us in so blessed a work. For they are the 
servants of the same God, as regardful of their flocks, as con- 
scientious as we, as sensible of the interest of Christ, as com- 
passionate to men's souls, and as self-denying and ready to do 
or suffer for such excellent ends/* — Bctxter^s Reformed Pastor. 



It is needful to define every thing, at present, the 
age being pre-eminently eclectic and discriminative. 
This arises, partly, from the increased division of 
society into classes, and still more from the im- 
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mense variety of pursuits and topics connected with 
the multi&rious life of, perhaps, the most busy and 
buoyant nation of modem times. With less lest- 
lessness than our continental neighbours, who seem 
^^ given to change, and almost, if not quite, as ^*fnamf 
inventions''^ as our fax younger American rivals, ' we 
yet seem more diversified than either in the fomm 
and topics of our existence, whether viewed in re* 
lation to conmierce, politics, literature, taste, or 

BSLIOION. 

In the last, and unspeakably most important of the- 
whole, viz. Religion, we are becoming more avowedly 
utilitarian every year. Tlie national establishment 
has risen more, during the last twenty years, than 
any, or it may be aU the sects f popery included/ 
that have been cast out of her pale, or have arrayed 
themselves against her authority. We venture to 
ascribe this, instrumentally, to the intellect which 
has wrought in her ** high places," her colleges and 
her councils, and which has concocted new measures 
or revived old ones, adapted to the keen senses of 
a religious people, and shewing her up as (after all) 
England^s Church, as well as the Church of Eng- 
land. 

It is not chiefly the number of new churches 
erected both cheaply and quickly, and consecrated 
in ^^ almost no time;''^ nor National (?) Schools, with 
Gothic fronts, *^put wp" as the precursors of a ^* higher 



dispensation /" thatliaTe added flo many more fiilTery 
and golden hues to the already jbir and dazzling "re- 
ason of our forefathers^^ — " by law estabxisheb:" 
but. &x, far more, than all these attempts at exter- 
nalism,— the bishops, and clergy, and pious gentry, 
and (not least) in some instances, ostentatious, or 
really religioiiSy matrons^ have rai8ed,or contributed, 
funds, for the multiplication of pasiobs (properly 
so called) ; whose reverend forms have been visible 
aE the week, and moving, too, among the people, 
and with a aerioue demeanour^ imitating Him who 



** WBNX ABOUT DOING GOOD." 



This is, doubtless, the *' master-piece'^ of the 
Church of England. Fuseyite propensities may be 
a kind of epidemic, arising from over-heated enthu- 
siasm among the clei^, and aggravated by the still 
more noxious gases of worldly fiishion, or remaining 
superstition among the laity, whether Lords or serfs. 
But men were wanted, and were forthcomii^ ; and 
if even called, or " vamped up" from other parties, 
their " fire<^new honours" were the more likely to 
serve th;b object of augmenting their zeal for 
" Mother Church/' Especially, when they posses- 
8^ fi knowledge of ];he plau of salvation by faith in 
a crucified Saviour, they became the best of all 
agents, or " decoys ;" and when, with a fluency im- 
known to senior and more learned lips, they could 
pray without book ! — nay ! preach extempore ! ! ! — 

A3 
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they were likely to become men of superior mark to 
any of the sectaries. But by visitir^ the people, 
they became at once notorious in families^ and with 
the younger branches of our money-ocracy and their 
dependants ; and they have become the favouri e 
" quotations'^ in matters of spiritual business, for 
reviying the (doubtless) primitive and apostolic, plan, 
of preaching Christ ^^from house to house,^* adding, 
however, it must be confessed, the less apostolic, and 
infinitely less melodious, notes (borrowed from the 
bird of spring) of — " the church ! the church ! ** 

If many of the above class become bold and fierce 
enemies to dissent, and especially to the " amphi- 
bious" Methodists, it is the less to be wondered at, 
as most of them are in their novitiate, and waiting 
for promotion. Fas est ah hosts doceri,* Undoubt- 
edly many, both of the maturer clei^, and of the 
rising pastorate^ of the Establishment, are sincerely 
endeavouring to labour in their high vocation, and 
are looking to the Spirit of God for success ; and 
to all such J let both " honour'^ and " tribute'^ be ren- 
dered ; and let them be " esteemed highly in love for 
their worTCs sake.^* If, however, they have, princi- 
pally, reproduced certain of our " ancient rules," 
and, by dint of numbers, and '* on advice^^^ are work- 
ing by them to admiration, then ought we not to 
disdain to be provoked to a pure jealousy. On this, 

• It is lawful to be taught by an enemy. 
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and on every account, tlie Wesleyan body may be ex« 
pected to rise with the improved state of things, which, 
more than all others, they have helped in past years 
to promote or revive ; and it may surely be looked 
for, that our now veteran party will hold an honour- 
able and leading commission stiU, in assisting to 
usher in (what is so urgently demanded) a yet vastly 
higher order of events, such as " the promise of the 
Father" assures us is yet to come ! 

Dissent, whether Congregationalist or Presbyte- 
rian, has, doubtless, more orthodoxy than the High 
Church £Eiction, and (with certain sad exceptions) 
quite as much as the immoderates of the order regis- 
tered as '' Evangelical." In defining the pastorate,* 
it may, moreover, be due to this particular sphere 
to confess that the institutions and ordinances of 
the several dissenting communities are, to a 
great and highly favourable extent popular, so 
as to introduce the religious element somewhat 
plentiAilly into society ; and, by mingling the 
salt" of divine things and offices among the 
troubled waiers" of lay or secular life, to help 
to compose and ^^heal" them. Still, for want 

Whether or not the entire body of believers constituting the Church 
of England at present shall be ** sealed'* with the error of ** baptismal 
regeneration," must depend upon the judicial deliverance of his 
Grace of Canterbury, on an appeal now pending between parties en- 
gaged in fierce contention in the diocese of Exeter. If this should be 
^e case, (which God forbid !) we may look for another *' Disruption," 
and a ** Free Church" of England. 
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want of central power, and prescriptive plans for the 
direct propagation of religion, there is less of that 
honest, straight-forward, zeal for the salvation of 
others, among even the more earnest of these worthy 
religionists, than were to be wished ; and less, £ar 
less, than the doctrines which they hold, and '* the 
promises'^ of the great Head of the Church which 
they believe, would unquestionably authorise and 
inspire. The brilliant quality of expansiveness ap- 
pears to run short in these descendants of the Puri^ 
tan worthies^ the larger moiety of that moral elixir 
having possibly been carried away by '' the PUgrim 
Fathers;'^ than whom none could be more enter- 
prising, since " the disciples ^'^ who at the ^^ first great 
persecution were scattered abroad " — (Acts viii, 1.) 

Sincere admirers, as we. are, of the talent, and de-^ 
vout imitators of the piety of the more prominent 
ministers and members of the churches composii^ 
the voluntary, or anti-establishment, section ; and 
critical onlt/ upon systems of discipline, and fitntss- 
for action against the common foe ; we would merely 
demur to their perfect adaptation to those aggressive 
movements of the church upon the world which we 
all desire, and for which, it may be said, '* the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now," 

The Wesleyans, like their founder, claim an 
intermediate position ; but being neither entrenched 
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m courf favour and privilege, nor armed with the 
natural force of a regular " opposition,^^ we are liable 
to fail of every distinguishii^ feature, and might be 
shorn of all the ordinary motives to human action ; 
and " if there should come A falling away," we 
might even disappear in name as fast as we should 
decay in piety. " A peculiar people" we doubtless 
are ; but whether (like some others) we are to be 
such in eccentricity rather than excellence, and are 
to prove " the heaviness" of that section of the church 
whom we regard as our " mother" or " the choice one 
of her that hare (its)" must, we apprehend, (undeb 
God) principally hinge upon a MthM, or t^nfaith- 
ful — an evergreen, or a withered, pastorate ; for no 
adage has met with a more invariable verification, 
than that so often quoted on this topic, — Like pastor, 
like people " 

Had it not been for our educational establish- 
ments, whidi have recently become so much more 
prominent, it might be predicated, that we should, 
even now, have be«i found sustaining symptoms of 
declension, in the severer sense of the term. Unlike 
Moses, of whom it is said, (Deut. xxxiv. 7.) that 
" when he was an hundred and twenty years old, his 
eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated," we, at 
a sooner period, and calculating &om the age of 
corporate churches, as yet, but in middle life, might 
have seemed, at least, to be dying off, — ^yea, hastening 
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to the tomb ! Any religious people in this country 
whose " returns" for several years in succession, 
exhibit a decrease, are at once put to the proof, that 
they are passing through some unusually trying 
process ; or, it must follow^ that they have been 
losing their hold upon the people ; since the latter 
rapidly increase^ while the former decrease. Forbid 
it, gracious heaven! that the followers of Wesley, 
through whose instrumentality tens of thousands of 
" living stones** became " children of Abraham,''* 
should, for any year to come, cease to make proselytes 
from among the Gentiles;** or, yet redder shame! 
that with our coimtry's growth, we should be 
actually waning ! " But beloved/ we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things that accompany sal- 
vation,** (Heb. vi. 9.) 

" Is there not a cause,** however, for our serious 
numerical decline in 1847-8? And may not the 
seed of the disease (whatever it might be) yet lurk 
in ^^ the hidden man of the heart** of our beloved 
community? Who can sound a people, num- 
bering at the last Conference J nearly 350,000 
in Great Britain only? How ascertain the tone 
of incorporated societies, whose state varies, not 
only at diflferent times of the day, but at diflferent 
points of observation? 

t 248,274. 



15 

Regrets in this matter are valueless, except so far 
as they may induce future caution, and an improved 
line of action ; just as it were worse than useless, 
for one, who was becoming convalescent, to brood 
over his weakened nerves, when he might spring 
towards the i^ture, with a hope and resolution, that 
may, of themselves, help to dissipate his langour, 
and be a potent means of preventing his farther 
misery and sinking. 

It will have been already perceived that the 
object of these lines is, not to compliment, but (if 
the high honour can be allowed) to advantage, the 
" United Societies," or at least some small portion 
of them ; together with a few of the probationers, not 
yet received into our ministry, or the still less ad- 
vanced candidates for the office, in whom '* a zeal 
according to knowledge, ^^ may be " already kindling. ^^ 
We, therefore, hesitate not to say, that we neither 
want " another Gospel, which is not another, ^^ nor to 
** remove the ancient landmarks,^^ by either a more 
stringent, or more liberal constitution. We have, 
moreover, " objects^* in abimdance ; and " affairs'^ 
too many. Yet, we do lack something of the 
aggressive and chivalrous valour of the past ; and 
appear to be moved, too often and too much, 
by the agitating changes of the Itinerancy, pro- 
ducing in some cases a mere galvanic stirring of 
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certain muscles, in lieu of that conscious and thrilling 
vitality, which cannot sit still, but claims for itself 
extensive spheres of action, and (like the scion of 
some renowned military sire) languishes for fields of 
glory not yet trodden, and, even in sleep, restless, 
dreams of laurels which may be the growth of other 
climes, and of distant simmiers. 

" And did He not make one ?" that is any one 
individual believer, each truly converted and spi- 
ritual church,-^" the whole fiimily in heaven and 
on earth ?'' " Yet had He the besidtje of the 
Spibit ? And wherefore one ? That he might 
seek a godly seed," (or succession.) " Therefore 
TAKE HEED TO TOTTB SPIEIT !" (Malachi ii. 15.) 

If ever there were a voice from " the Chief 
Shepherd" to all who have, or may have, the care 
of His flock on earth, and " the cure of souW in 
general, it is that of the last clause of this remark- 
able quotation from the truly evai^elical prophecy of 
him, who was the *'last Hnk" in the former dis- 
pensation. 

** Take heed to your spirit^ Not only the outward 
conduct of ^^ professed^ ^ ministers especially, whether 
it be lax or pure, imrighteous or equitable, selfish or 
charitable ; but their " spirit,^ whether it be abrupt 
or amiable ; " evil affected towards the brethren,^' or 
tender of their reputation and happiness ; bigoted 
or catholic ; meek or fierce ; zealous or inert ; must 
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have an obyious influence upon their success. But 
we apprehend the deep oracle of the prophet referred 
to universal adaptation for usefiihiess by which toe 
ought to be distinguished, above all other men and 
Christians, — ^the scheming head, the valiant heart, the 
enterprising soul, as much as '' the tongue of the 
teamed ;^^ — ^^ the spirit of wisdom^** to "Wn souls,^* 
and " keep the vineyard^* of our Lord ; pre-eminently, 
the " unction," or " anointing oil^ upon the head*' of 
every sent servant of Christ and His Church; — 
" the mantle'^ of the ascended Elijah, upon each of 
his sons and successors, together with " a double 
portion of His spirit.** (2 Kings ii. 9.) 

The " sweet singer** of our Israel has embodied 
the idea, with all his wonted felicity, where he 
ventures to jDrac?M?^; — 

** The "virtue of Thy grace 

A large increase shall giye, 
And MULTIPLY the faithful race 
Who to Thy glory liye :" 

and then, he teaches both pastors and people to 
implore, — 

** Now then the ceaseless shower 
Of gospel blessings send, 
And let the soul contbbtino power 
Thy ministers attend.'*— C Wesley, 

It is a singular assistance to preachers and pastors 
of the present day, in connexion with such large 
portions of British Christendom, that the high 
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Calyinist theory should have so nearly forsaken 
both the pulpit and the college ; so that there may 
now take place an honest and generous rivalry, 
among the several (strictly orthodox) denominations, 
in our respective spheres of action ; and we may all 
be found striving to *' become all things to all men, 
if hy any means we may save some," — not in any 
eclectic sense of the last word at all, but in that of 
" casting the net into the sea ; for (we) are fishers^'' 
fishers oimen as such ; any one, or any ten thousand 
of whom, may be saved, as surely as any or all 
others. Thank God! there is much less of that 
chilling, freezing, dread, of falling in with *' repro- 
hates ^^ (so m«!s-called) than there formerly was. 

General redemption is, indeed, " thefir^'' upon the 
great " altar ^^ from which ^'•flew one of the seraphimsy 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken 
tvith the tongs from off the altar ^^ and it is now laid 
upon '' the mouth^^ of a multitudinous number of 
humble and prostrate ministers, and candidates for 
the office, (Isaiah, vi. 6, 7). Yet, it may be ques- 
tioned, whether any one of the ^'^^ great company*^ of 
those who now ^^ publish the word'^ of " the 
COMMON SALVATION ;" — ^who " believe, and therefore 
preach^"* this heaven - descended doctrine ; can, 
consistently, confine himself to any " stated** congre- 
gation, which often consists of " a select few** only, 
contrasted with the ever thickening masses of our 
coimtrymen. 
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Without raising the topic of geographical extent, 
and much less drawing attention to the comparative 
paucity or frequency of the preaching appointments, 
in city or country circuits, of the most laborious body 
of ministersof thepresentday,wepropo8ean exchange 
of "Duty" between the elaborate and ornate literary 
essay style of preaching, (for which the fancies of cer- 
tain fiunilies among us, if ** not of us, have, of late, 
cried out, as the old Roman Emperor's palate is said to 
have demanded the very unwholesome dish of pea- 
cock's tongues !) and the same amoimt in pastoral 
visits. But to rise to a par, they must be really 
such, and not the desecration of a pastor's time, by 
desultory gossip; which, may the "Head of the 
Church" preserve either the rising or retiring pasto- 
rate from inflicting, or having inflicted upon them ! 
Nothing can meet the case, save a rapid return to 
the method of one, who " was not behind the chiefest 
of the apostles, '** and who might have excelled 
Demosthenes in the style, as he has caused him to be 
forgotten in the theme, of his discourses, but has 
" set his seaV* to the simple and Mthfiil converse of a 
pastor with his people : saying to the refined Ephe- 

sians, with inimitable terseness, — " Ye know 

how that I kept back nothing that was pbofitable 
UNTO Toir, but have showed you, and have taught 
you publicly, and fit)m house to house." (Acts, xx. 
18, 20.) 



20 

If this domiciliary inculcation of the truth would 
consume too much time, brevity must be insisted 
upon ; and the excitement shall not be more, in the 
long run, than that which has so oft been loathingly 
endured by young and imconBecrated ambition, in 
" consuming the midnight oil." " No oil," (said a 
late vain and rough politician) '^ and but few candles 
have I ever consumed !"* and without taking down 
more than one half of the sentiment, we may, never- 
theless discern its strong common sense ; and 
venture to assert, that animal spirits which languish 
in protracted and excessive study, would, un- 
doubtedly be recruited in the vital air ; and the ne- 
cessity for "a little manual labour, in gardening 
especially," now " strongly recommended, instead 
of medicine," could, at once, be obviated, by the 
salutary stioll of a man of God among the rustic cot- 
tagers of his flock, or the middle class in towns, as 
the case may be ; while, if time should press, the in- 
dustrious poor will excuse the sternest economy in 
that priceless stuff, which life itself is made cf. 

As to the most approved mode of attempting the 
OBEAT DUTY imder examination, it might appear 
presimiptuous for a non-official member of the Con- 
ference to Volunteer suggestions to any who may 
have already enjoyed, or by the leadings of the Star 
of Providence may, hereafter, be permitted to enjoy, 

• Cobbett's Preface to his Entire Works. 
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the rare privilege of attending courses of ** Lec- 
tures" from either of our justly esteemed theological 
tutors, bearing directly upon it. Yet, as to the 
former J we cannot suppose either an exhaustion of 
the topic, or a disgust at seeming repetition ; and 
one of the latter might, with advantage, turn his 
attention for some months, if not years, before he can 
be an accepted candidate for the ministry among us, to 
this, as well as other elementary branches of his 
future vocation. 

" For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first, aud coimteth the cost, whether 
he have sufficient to finish it ?** (Luke, xiv. 28.) 

The Bible, then, we hesitate not to affirm, 
ought to lie open, almost from the moment when a 
pastor crosses any threshold. Nothing wiU so 
soon induce an under-toned utterance in the favoured 
&mily, of that grave, if not startled, challenge of the 
prophet, in respect to "the king's messenger," — 
" Is not the soimd of his Master's feet behind him ?" 
(2 Kings, vi. 32.) 

This effected, and the more readily by using a 
pocket edition of " the best of books," he may begin 
to enquire of " his master" and exert his own best 
judgment too, as to that particular portion of " the 
bread of life" which may prove to this or that indi- 
vidual as " meat in due season.," Truly, " Thou 
hast magnified Thy Wobd above all Thy name ,'" 
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Infinitely more becoming our spiritual vocation is the 
outspread word of truth and reconciliation, than a 
" peep at the TimeB^^ or any other ephemeral publi- 
cation. Here is a region, in which even 



** A half awakened child of man 
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can seldom be found to tread otherwise than softly ; 
and in "wrhich " the leasf^ of God's servants may 
enunciate ^^ wisdom among the perfect^ Here^ we 
may rest assured, w " a treat" for any of our decided 
friends, and the strongest lure for our many undecided 
ones. By this a table is at once spread in the 
wilderness, and 

*' Sublimer sweets than nature knew, 
Inyite the longing taste." 

If SO " led by the spirit," the liberty of a living 
paraphrase will always be cheerfully conceded to an 
" accredited" expoimder of the scriptures ; yet this 
must be § " currente calamo ;" lest the interview be 
prolonged to the disparagement of other families. 
Should, however, a brief remark in passing provoke 
a reciprocity from the Head of the house, or any 
other enlightened person, the advantage of the visit 
may be mutual ; and " the creature'^ of social inter- 
course may be instantly felt by all present to be 
" good indeed, and to he received tvith thanksgiving^ 

\ With a ruQningr» or rapid, reed. 
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for it is sanctified hy the word of God and prayer J*^ 
(1 Timothy, iv. 4.) 

Among the mmierous " Incidents" which have 
occurred to the writer, in the exercise of this part 
of his sacred calling, few are more fragrant to me- 
mory than certain of those impromptu, and generally 
simple, attempts, of some old sage in himible life, 
to catch, or communicate, " the mind of the Spirit^* 
in " the WordJ^ One of these was in his first cir- 
cuit, yiz. Durham, to which he was sent as " a sup- 
ply," for six months. An old man,* a paralytic, 
who had been for a long time in " the furnace," and 
obliged to endure a protracted absence from '' the 
habitation of (God's) house^^ which he so ardently 
'< loved ;" on hearing that seasonable psalm, the 84th, 
read to him, " put in a word" respecting the third 
verse, — " Yea, the spabbow hath found an 

HOUSE, AND THE SWALLOW A NEST FOB HEBSELF, 
WHEBE SHE MAT LAY HEB YOUNG, ETEN THINE 
ALTABS, O LOBD OF HoSTS, MY KiNGAND MY God!" 

" Many a time (said he) / have envied the birds of 
the air, which can fly to thy house whenever they 
please!''^ 

Matthew Henry's Commentary on the passage 
is very lengthy indeed. Among other of its "pos- 
sible significations," he suggests the following: — 
" The word for a sparrow signifies any little bird, 

• See Engraving. 
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and (if I may oflfer a conjecture), perhaps when, in 
David's time, music was introduced so much, into 
the sacred service, both vocal and instrumental, that 
to complete the harmony, they had singing birds in. 
cages hung about the courts of the Tabernacle, (for we 
find the singing of birds taken notice of to the glory 
of God, Psalm civ, 12), and David envies the happi- 
ness of these, and would gladly change places with 
them." 

Dr. A. Clarke adds perplexity to "conjecture;" and 
with more boldness than we quite enjoy, of which 
this is not the only, or by any means the most noto- 
rious, instance, in his otherwise transoendant Com.- 
mentary, decides upon placing the whole in a paren- 
thesis. " It is very imlikely (says the learned Doc- 
tor) " that sparrows and swallows, or birds of any 
kind, should be permitted to bmld their nests, and 
hatch their young, in or about altars which were 
kept in a state of the greatest purity, and where per^ 
petual fires were kept up for the purpose of sacrifice, 
burning incense, &o. Without altering the text, if 
the clause be read in a parenthesis, the absurdity 
will he avoided, and the sense he good. * My heart 
crieth out for the Kving God (even the sparrow hath 
found a house, and the swallow deror, the ring- 
dove, a nest for herself, where she may lay her 
young) for thine altars, O Lord of Hosts. * — ' But I 
have no place either of rest or worship,* understood." 
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" TheChaidee^'* adds the Doctor (and we may say 
that it only adds to the confusion) ^* translates thus : 
' Even the pigeon hath found a house, and the turtle 
dove hath a nest, because their young may be offered 
lawfully upon Thine altars, O Lord of Hosts, my 
King and my God.' " 

For our part, whatever may be thought of our 
taste or learning, we prefer the more natural com- 
ment of the poor old man at Ustoorthj to any of 
those cited from the above high authorities. The 
difference alleged by the Psalmist appears to be 
simply that of volition or locomotion, which is 
allowed to inferior members of the creation, while 
it is mysteriously denied to man in affiction ; and 
the Psalm being eminently plaintive, there needs no 
dereliction of piety or patience to be implied, but an 
excited mind, longing and pining for communion 
with God in connexion with his ordinances. Our 
own poet has rendered part of a preceding verse into 
Che weU-known and beautiful stanza — 

" With strong desire my spirit faints. 
To meet the assembly of thy saints." 

0. WESLBY. 

Were not this essay addressed to ready thinkers, 
it might appear tedious thus to start criticism by 
the way ; but we engage that the Incidents, which 
ore to follow, shall aU be related with a becoming 
brevity. 
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It b impoBsihle to conceive how beneficial the 
interchaage of remarks on the Word of Gtod, with 
certain members of his flock, may proye even to an 
experienced pastor. There is a spiritual, as well as 
a secular elit^ ; and rank, arising from a superior 
<* knowledge of divine things," must he felt by alL 
By lione ought it to be more willingly acknowledged 
than by a youthful ApoUos admittedmto the society 
of an Aquila or Priscilla. 

Without affecting a family resemblance to the 
first of these characters, we may confess that we too 
were at one time studying elocution, and were fond 
enough of '^ pencillings by the way." It was in 

—31, when stationed at Great B— — ,. in L 

that we became acquainted with an excellent leader 
of the name of E ■ ■ O— ; who, after a very 
consistent career, was called to enter upon an af9ic* 
tion, which was destined soon to take him from 
*' the evil to oome,^* On one occasion, our conversa- 
tion had gathered, with mutual interest, towards the 
only support of the weak and weary pilgrim, the 
word of God ; and it lay on the table, like a com- 
mon " staff,^* between us. The portion commenced 
was Psalm xlvi. Oh ! how majestic is the first line, 
1. '* CM ie our refuge and eirength*^ A mild radi- 
ance rose at once into his eyes. We read on, 
— " A very preeent help in trouble ;" to which he 
responded, " Yes ! " 2. *' Thereforcy tvill not we 



/ 29 

fear^ though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountams he carried into the midat of the sea.'* He 
stopped us now, with a shout of triumph ! *^ Oh ! " 
he cried, '^ That's the independent gentleman ! " 
Neyer were we more struck with the simple sub*, 
lime. " The earth** was indeed removing, as it is 
eyery moment from some one; and thousands of the 
*^ independent" (Wisely so called) were calling to 
** the mountains, cover us / and to the hills, faU on us / ** 
(Hosea x, 8.) ; whilst the true belieyer alone was 
living, yea, dying, independent ! Independent, not 
only of his feUoW worms, but of the fickle, airy, 
^^ earth** herself. "Passing away!*' was written 
upon " this terresttiBl ',** and ifh^n passed, the *' in-* 
dependent" child of God was shown to hsive fallen 
into the everlasting arms** of his Heavenly Father, 
which had been ever (as at a little distance) '* round 
about and underneath** him ! 

** Eartii's basis shook confirms our hope ; 
Its eities' fall, but lifts us up, 

'to meet Thee in the skies !" 

C. "Wesley. 

It cannot diminish any one's impression of the value 
of the Bible as the text-book of pastoral converse, 
to adduce yet another Incident ; more especially 
in these troublous times, through which '* the United 
Societies*' of Methodism are, once more, called to 
walk. They were foretold, as it were, by the parallel 
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events of — 33-4 ; at which period the writer was 

in charge of a large division of the R circuit, 

one of the most agitated in the connexion. James 
Chadwick was an old disciple^ and a leader, residing 
at H ; and no man could have been more re- 
spected by a]l sects and parties. He had never been 
married, but had saved enough to make him com- 
fortable, and was looked up to with filial reverence 
by all who knew him. Had he been a knight, his 
armorial bearings might have been — Sans peur^ et 
sans reproche.X Such a man, lying on his deathbed, 
was not likely to be turned away from the pursuit of 
perfect love, by the wiU.o*-the-wisp of a disappointed 
and infiiriate minority in the Conference. He made 
inquiries ; and then shook his head, and wept, at the 
sayings and doings of many of whom he had hoped 
<« better things, and things which accompany salvation:' 
His own choice was fixed at once— to " abide" where 
he had been " called " near half a century before, 
and to die as he had lived, breathing the accents of 
love and peace. Talk of infecting, or even prejudic- 
ing, a man of his spiritual discernment by anything 
in the Christian Advocate, or by what had been said 
at a public meeting ! ! You might as soon have 
warped St. Polycarp, had you met him on the way 
to the amphitheatre, when about to ^^ fight with 
beasts'' — "^r the testimony of Jesus,'' by asking him 

t Without fear, and without scandal. 
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to read over a copy of " the MAi.iciotJS wobbs" 
with which that hoary malcontent Diotrephes had 
been for years, perhaps, " prating against^ even St. 
John himself. 

In the -Warrenite opposition, as at present, 
(and we deeply sorrow to say it,) the merely human 
bonds of Methodism would not always bear the 
stress which was upon them, during the passing of 
the hurricane ; but whilst all was tossing and heaving 
around him, good old James Chadwick, with a few 

others, even at H , " threw out an anchor ^^^ with 

the mighty cable of " charity^ which is the bond of 
perfectness" attached to it, and he was enabled to 
outride the storm ; and probably the same " test" 
may hold good during the " fiery trial" now raging 
in some parts of our beloved connexion. 

Musing, one day, on the perils in which a young 
pastor, only in the sixth year of his itinerancy, 
might find himself, among the warm spirits evoked 
by the controversy of some of the people and a few 
of the preachers, with the Conference, relative to 
the now generally approved Theological Institution, 
he rose up from his anxious pillow, and with meek- 
ness of wisdom, repeated the apostolic precept, 
^^ Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather 
GIVE FiiACE TXKTO WRATH !" 'I always Say,' added 
James, (by way of gloss,) ' give place to it ! let it 
have the causeway,^ An excellent hint to young 
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who may liave withstood all the artOleiy of liie pul. 
pit,-^we shall appal others, who, if they dared, 
might probably enough resist us; aad we shall 
strengthen the hands of all the loyal among us, and 
especially of pious heads of fiunilies, and parents 
who are longing for the conversion of their children. 

While on the important topic of- pbaybb in 
fiunilies, we deem it right to urge that it should 
ever be as appropriate as possible. It is to be ap- 
prehended that we who dispense with all forms of 
prayer in pastoral visitation, may sometimes lack 
the effect of certain well arranged, (indeedadmirable) 
^' offices, collects for the sick," &c. prepared by the 
pens of departed wisdom and piety centuries ago, for 
the specific purpose. We advocate them not, except 
as patterns of sentiment, and of a nervous style 
which may probably endure as long as the langus^ 
to which they belong. It will be enough if we 
"'^pray in the spirit:** yet will this certainly lead 
to a judicious selection of particular cases for re- 
presentation and pleading at the footstool of mercy. 
Is not something of the kind intended by the phrase 
'' JLLL PRATXS," (together with) '* supplication in 
the spirit, and watching thereunto with aU perse- 
verance and supplication for aU saints f* (Eph.vi. 19.) 

We may rest assured that there are, in all families, 
particular cases enough, which presi, more or le« 
powerfully upon the heart of each among them, who 



37 

isiSLj enjoy "an interest'* at a throne of grace. 
Migkt that gronp but speak of their " wants and 
requests^* at the moment when their pastor is about 
to kneelin prayer, what might not be predicated as the 
probable inventory ? Here are partners in life, (or 
if one be absent, they may be " like-minded^'') with 
bosoms throbbing in unison, and desirous of re- 
ceiving the " wisdom'' which they " lachy" and which 
they are allowed to " ash of God^" together with 
those brighter smiles of providence and grace which 
are ever felt to be " the light in (our) dwellings." And 
there are youths, too, grown up " like olive plants 
around the table :" — ^who shall say what they wotdd 
have us ask for them ? But while the untried future 
is coming, with its subtle smiles and temptations, we 
may venture to plead for that which their own 
hearts cannot but approve, — ^that the Lord may 
preserve them in " the slippery path," and 

« Uphold them in the doubtful race." 
And whilst our faith is kindlings with that of the 
parents, towards the always radiant promise, we 
may be led out both by our theme, and by " the spirit 
of grace and supplication," imtil there shall take place 
a loud knocking at " the door" of their hearts, and 
one or another of them may " hear his voice and 
open the door; andl (saith He) unUcomein to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with Me," (Rev. iii* 
20.) 

B 
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Nor should servants be forgotten in even a brief 
idsit, and an already burdened proffer. If pious, 
they, too, feel that (with the " heUeving^^ part of the 
family) they are " heirs together of the grace of life ',^* 
or, if careless, they behove to be taught to feel for 
themselves ; which they well may, when they find 
a Aill charged cloud of sympathy sudd^ily risen 
above them, and dropping divine mercy upon* their 
own heads, and '* not another" s.-* One of the most 
gratifying incidents of the latter description, just now 
present to memory, took place in a highly respectable 

family, residing in M . The domestic who 

was made partaker of a blessing, graciously 
vouchsafed to one of the writer^s visits to a &mily, 
and exercises at " the altar^^ was growing old for 
service, being 50 at least. Although not strong, she 
had always been steady, and was retained from re- 
spect for her many good qualities. But she had 
never experienced a change of heart ; and when re- 
membered in prayer, her state was described " at a 
venture ^^^ and without any communication previously 
held about her. The arrow of conviction smote her, 
and she began to seek salvation with her whole heart, 
and, ere long, foimd it ; dating her conversion from 
that PBAYEB. This pleasing fruit of his unworthy 
labours was made known to the pastor, at his next 
call, by the lady of the establishment, who was her- 
self a " leader " in our Society, as was her husband 
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also ; and arrangements were duly made for the now 
more than ever esteemed domestic to become a *' fd- 
low citizen tnth the satntSy and of the hotiaehold of 
God ;" (Eph. ii. 19.) and that she might have " a 
nail in his holy place "to " lighten (her) eyeSj and 
give (her) a little remving?^ (Ezra ix. 8.) But a 
few weeks ago, on revisiting the £unily after an ab- 
sence of more than three years, she was found still 
with them, and still *^^ following on to know the Lord;^* 
and the friendly joy of the united heads of the house, 
on account of a former pastor's brief return, appeared 
not a little shared in by the worthy domestic, whom, 
as she had evidently declined in physical strength 
during the interval, he could scarcely expect ever to see 
again *' in thejlesh,^* He trusts, however, to find her 
at the last among '^ the labourers " whom he has, by 
the pastoral visitation of fiunilies, instrumentally suc- 
ceeded in " hiring " into his Lord's " vineyard.'* 
What ought to be his " joy," if he should be privi- 
leged thus to see her, " when the even (shall have) 
come, receiving (also) hbk penny ! " (Matt. xx. 
8,9.) 

One of the hints most needful to be taken, in order 
to an edifying discharge of this part of the pastoral 
office, is, to avoid common places in prayer. They 
are at all times tedious, but more so in professedly 
extemporaneous exercises than even in written or 
printed forms, — ^being worse constructed, and more 
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benumbing to tbe ear and heart. And is there not 

** Verge and scope enough," 

in any ikmily, toallowof bothvarietyand interest find- 
ing their way into a pastor's petitions, yea, and of fiith 
and fervor too ? Let them but be suffered to give a brief 
of their case into his hand, and he can both classify the 
main facts, and enlarge upon the chief point or points, 
as " the Spirit" may give him " utterance." It were 
wrong to prevent this, by ruling or monopoHsing the 
remarks incidental to an interview. Rather let a 
yoimg pastor especially, wait for the unburdening 
of the fuU heart, and observe the oft-ingenious effort 
of a weak or tried believer (as it were) to prepare 
him for the blessed work of intercession, and to ob- 
tain the utmost benefit firom " the effectual fervent 
prayer of a rightetms man /which) avcdkth much" 
(James v. 16.) 

Unnecessary detail may be generally prevented by 
an abated interest, or by a word of caution ; or if 
not, must be endured for " the dec^s sahe" Uni- 
versal sympathy in our Great High Priest, is that 
^"^ pattern of things in the heavens" which his servants 
are to set before them in their intercourse with his 
tempted people ; and it is difficult to say whether 
Abraham interceding for " the cities" of " the plain " 
(Gen. xviii. 23, — 33.) or Elijah continually advocat- 
ing the extreme case of the widow of Zarephath, 
(1 Kings, xvii. 10,-16.) were either of them more 
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in his official duty than the other, or the brighter 
example to fature intercessors, and especially to thb 
^ASTOBATE in all ages. We both stand " between 
the dectdand the living, ^^ (Numb. xvi. 48.) and are to 
^^ plead for a man with God, as a manpleadeth/or his 
neighbour J* (Job xvi. 21.) 

It may here prove not imedifying to relate a re- 
markable answer to fbaysb (followed by a singular 
chain of providential events) which was vouchsafed 
in the case of an apparently dying infant. It was at 
H— , in L v ' , the same town as that in which our old 
Mend, James Chadwick, (mentioned in the preceding 
chapter) resided. Few spectacles are more affecting 
than one of this description; nor does their frequency, 
in the least, diminish the severity of the stroke to any 
particular pair, who may be called, like David, (and 
his partner in sorrow) to " &st and (go) in, and lay 
all night," yea, night and day, (as it were) " on the 
earth,'' on behalf of a stricken babe, one that is " vetg 
sick.'' (2 Sam. xii. 15, 16.) As a reproof to those per- 
sons, whether pastors, doctors, or others, (not being the 
real parents) who undervalue infant life, our common 
Creator and Saviour, having ^^caUed a little child 
and set him in the midst of" his disciples, said, — 
^' Take heed that ye despise not these little ones ; for 
I say unto you that in heaven theib angels do 
always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven." (Matt, xviii. 10.) 

b2 
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The &ther and mother of the mfant in question, 
James and Ami H , were both members of our 

society, and of established piety. They had rather 
a numerous o£^ring, the one, now at the paint to 
die^ being perhaps the seventh or eighth. Calling 
on the way to an appointment, poor little Geoige 
lay on his mother's knee, and the fiither stood with 
a half forbidden tear in his eye ; while a few kind 
neighbours were looking on, ready to assist in the 
last offices. We knelt together, all but the mother, 
whose brave heart was, more than every one's else, 
enduring a state of siege, and, at that moment, only 
knew '* its oum bitterness,*' The burden of our peti- 
tions related rather to the parents than to the child ; 
and part of the language employed was, — " O Lord, 
if thou shouldst have decided to take this dear infant 
to thyself, give each of his parents resignation to 
Thy holy wiQ. But, if thou shouldst design to re- 
store him to health, now give them a desire for his 
recovery ! '* The need of asking the latter gift arose 
from the actual condition of the in&nt, which was 
a convulsed one, and scarcely admitted of any wish, 
except for its speedy removal to a better world. The 
time was now spent ; and our next meeting with 
James H was in the street, not until a fort- 
night afterwards, when he exhibited the usual token 
of a recent foneral in a family, — deep crape on his 
hat / We were at first unwilling to allude to sa 
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painM a subject ; but, after a few observations of 
another kind, at length yentured to say, '* Well ! the 
Lord has taken your child to himself ! " " Oh ! no," 
shouted James, " the child got better ! " " Got 
better," replied his astonished auditor, '* why, how 
can that be ? and why, then, have you crape on your 
hat?" "Oh!" cried the grateful father, "that's 
for my wife's mother, who died more than six months 
since." " Indeed /" returned his pastor : — and now, 
the feelings of both may be better conceived than 
described, while James proceeded to relate that, 
tohile we were at prayer, both himself and his wife 
became conscious, at the same moment, of a desire for 
the child*8 recovery, which they began unitedly to 
plead for ; and from that hour a change, altogether 
improbable in itself, was visible in him, and he be- 
came gradually quite well / 

Of course, we promised an early repetition of our 
call ; and in a few days, saw the in&nt, " gladsome 
as a bird ;" and the mother delighted enough, aa 

may be supposed ; — with the sole, 

but important exception, that she directed attention 
to his eyes, which, to her acute observation, indicated 
that ?ie might not be " quite bight" ! ! ! We started 
as from a joyous dream, and certainly thought the 
pupil somewhat more fxed than usual ; stiU there 
was no appearance of vacancy. Instead of attempt- 
ing to argue a point which was much beyond our 
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depth, the duty of confiding in Providence was in- 
ctdcated; and, as the life of the in&nt had been 
granted in answer to fbayeb, it was nrged, that the 
same means ought to be repeated daily ^ in reference 
to the still more important matter of his perfect 
sanity. Of course, we endeayoured to set an exam- 
ple in this new branch of intercession, and as *' a 
foolish son (whether wicked or imbecile) is thb 
Heayiness of his mother ^^^ we stroye, and not in 
vain, to cast this, her special " burden^ upon the Lord;" 
and felt assured that he would '^ sustam (her and) 
" never suffer the righteous to he moved,* ^ — (Psalm Iv, 
22.) 

"The Itinerant system" of Wesleyan Methodism 
produces breaches of a painful character, every two 
or three years, between pastors and people. But, 
Aerc, amore lamentable " breach*' was made in " Zion," 
" like the sea /" and it may stiU be asked, " who can 
heal thee? (Lam. ii. 13.) The evil " leaven*' of the 
Anti-Institution party began to work in H early 

in — 34, shortly after the above incident. Unhappily, 
James H (the father of little George) became 

partly infected by it. Notwithstanding the wise and 
equitable decisions of the Sheffield Conference, a 
wide rent was made in several of our societies, and 
perhaps the widest of aU in this very town. The 
fstctious " leaders" endeavoured, and with too much 
success, to inflame the minds of " the common people^* 
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and two hundred, at least, was the numerical loss 
SBsteBied by that one society ! Our risspected, and 
(we stiH believe) pious, Mends, James and his wife, 
joined " the Association.^^ We were spared the agony 
of witnessing the actual division, being removed at 
that Conference to another, and happier, circuit. 

Ten years passed after the date of these painful 
occurrences; and (being then stationed in one of 
the Manchester circuits) it was our lot to meet James 
one morning in Market-street. He was respectably 
attired ; and at once the look of recognition was 
given him, and the question asked, " Well, James ! 
how are you ?" Perhaps, "the tooth of Time" might 
have been more active upon his former pastor than 
upon himself; or his visual oigans might be more at 
fault ; but, turning a full gaze upon the speaker, he 
said, " You have th'advants^e of me^ sir.'* The name 
being given, a convulsive kind of start shook the 
" stalwart" frame of the worthy man ; and, in another 
instant, he shouted to a female, who was lingering 
behind (no other than his wife)—-" Nancy ! Nancy !" 
She stepped up, and with a broad and sunny smile 
over his features, he dashed out, " Dost t'o know 
this gentleman ?" She confessed herself at feult : 

** Why, this is Mester ." " What ! ! ! " half 

screamed the woman ;— and with tears beginning to 
rush from those oft-used foimtains, she seized upon 
a willingly-offered hand of renewed ^^ fellowship ;'* 

^3 
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and then, bounding seyeral yards along the busy 
causeway, pointed to afin» boy^ who was looking in 
at the window of one of the large dep6ts of prints 
and paintings, and demanded, *' do yo* see that lad?" 
" Yes." " Do yo* recollect praying once for a child 
'at were dying ?" " I do." " That's him !"— 
Judge of our sensations, on beholding one of the 
most healthy and intelligent looking boys '' of his 
inches," who then trod the streets of either Man- 
chester or any other town or city. Yes ! he was 
'' riffhf enough, in his mind at least, and seemed 
deep in study, as he quickly moved from pane to 
pane, and looked, 

" First on this pictoie ! then on that,** 

Not relishing the stare of ^* the Manchester men" 
as they moved along to their warehouses, we volun- 
teered a rapid inquiry, as to the particular business 
which had brought our friends over. The fiither 
then spoke : " We are come" (said he) " with that 
boy, who is deaf and dumb, to get him admitted 
into the Deaf and Dumb /School.** 

'' What ! and is that fine little fellow detif and 
dumb .?" " He is !" cried the mother. " And has he 
been able to learn to read yet ?" " Yes !" proceeded 
James, " he has, and many things beside. We've 
give him all th' education we can get at any school 
about Heywood. He can read, and write^ and do 
sums. He's a fine scholar / But we want him to 
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learn all 'at ever he can, and if we can henely get 
him mto iMs^reeat school, he may be able to hern a 
good living." 

We were, by this time, nearly dumb ourselves, 
pondering the ways of God. But contending with 
our reverie, the practical inquiry was made, " Have 
you the means of procuring him admission into the 
institution ?" " Nay," said James, " that's what we 
want. Do yo' know any of th'subscribers, 'at we'd 
give him a vote ?" " When is the day of election, 
James ?" " Why ! tomorrow / and you see he's 
gooing in eleven ! and we donnot want him to loise 
afwther yerrP We could endure no more ; but giv- 
ing the worthy pair and their observant, and really 
beautiM, little ^' deaf-mute," a sincere, though hur- 
ried benediction, strode away from a scene which 
more than threatened to storm whatever nerve we 
might possess. 

Ponder the next circumstance ! In less than five 
minutes we fell in with a benevolent " Manchester 
man" on his way to his " place of business ;" who, 
on hearing the story, related for the express purpose 
of interesting him on behalf of the boy, deeply re- 
gretted that he was not himself a mhscriber ; " but," 

he added, " Mr. , my partner, w one ! and I wiU 

do all in my power to interest him in the case." 

No doubt this was done, and the boy might, or 
might not, have been admitted that year, into this 
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noble institution, where "every thing" is taught, 
besides board, &cc., being given (with little or no 
charge in cases of poverty,) if we had not en- 
countered, first, the group already described on the 
previous day, and then the gentleman, whose 
partner could exert personal influence at the meeting 
of the subscribers. But our "cMp'* was certainly 
Ml, on the following Saturday, when, taking up 
" the Guardian" we read a prominent article rela- 
tive to the election, and saw, sixth or seventh on the 
list of successful candidates, the name of our new 
protegee/ In that institution he probably may 
yet be found, pursuing his studies, and preparing 
by the adventitious aid of one of the most patriotic 
of England's charities, to run a successful course in 
some high walk of art ; and the deaf mute may, 
possibly, be not only no burden to his fEimily, but 
(as several whom we know to have profited by 
similar advantages,) even fill a very superior station 
to that of an operative spinner, which was his 
father's business ; and though still cut off from the 
ordinary avenues of good and evil, may (as we have 
been rejoiced to hear there are already symptoms of 
it) become " the flower" of his family, and their 
" better angel." We have a distant relative of our 
own, who was trained in the same school, and is an 
accomplished character, and for years was in the 
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receipt of more tha fifty shillings per week in wages 
for work done as a designer of patterns. There is 
a still greater prodigy in Yorkshiie, a deaf mute, 
who actually prays in public^ and expounds the Scrip- 
tures by signs ! and has been the means of '* convert- 
ing*^ several of his fellow deaf mutes, ^^from the 
error of {their J ways.** 

Comparative " innocents'' only ; they, too, need a 
change of heart, that they may *' enter into the king- 
dom of God.** 

Shall our young Mend's Methodism suryiye his 
superior education ? and shall he be useM among 
his fellows, scattered, as they are, and without any 
appropriate means of grace and salvation ? Will he 
have *^ seals* ^ to his ministry? If so, one might 
sing to the voiceless lyre, which had caused another 
that was " deaf to hear,** and that was " dumb to 
apeak /** To such might be applied these elegant 
stanzas : 



" The east wind had -whistled for many a day, 
Sere and wintry, o*er summer's domain ; 
And the sun, muffled up in a dull robe of grey, 
Look'd sullenly down on the plain." 



" If a few yirtuous tears, by the merciful shed, 
Touch'd its hnrdnesat perhaps the good grain 
That was sown there and rooted, though long seeming dead. 
Might shoot up and flourish again. « 
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of interests, with all, and each of us ? £yen for 
rebels, he is tiie intercessor, and " daifs-manj* nego- 
tiating their submission and pardon ; the sighs of 
the penitent, and *' the groaning of the prisoners" 
rise and swell not, but to create a returning and pro- 
tracted echo, from his throne and "«wrcy-«ea^;'* — 
the hopes and fears of every believer vibrate in the 
boundless region of his open and ever-toned bosom ; 
the entire personalty of *' the church in the wilder- 
ness" is lodged in his hands, summed up in ^* his 
understanding (which J is infinite^^ and is, for ever, 
" nigh unto" him, both by " dag and night /" WeU, 
then, may we ^^ hold fast our prof ession /" and speedily 
and joy^illy, ought tens of thousands more to take 
that ** profession" up ! " For we have not an High 
Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities ; hut was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 16.) 

There can be no doubt that the sympathy of Christ, 
towards us all, should be the motive and pattern of 
ours towards one another ; and, by way of eminence 
among his fellow worms, each pastor of a church 
and congregation is called in this respect to represent 
the love and care of " the Chief Shepherd''' towards 
one and all of them. Would that the succession 
and generations of Christ's " Vicars upon earth" (so 
miscalled) had been all like him, or, even in the 
least, like him, in Wxexr feelings ; — had sought to be 
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representatives indeed of the heroic " passion'* of 
HIS philanthropy, and of 

** HiB boundless charity diyine !" 

The ancient disgust and grudge of mankind towards 
the clerical name, are to be attributed chiefly (to say 
the least) to the almost universal apathy of " the 
order," in centuries gone by. But now, we see reve- 
rence and gratitude to real pastors of all denomina- 
tions, abounding in proportion to the return they have 
effected to a primitive, apostolic, and Christ-like 
SYMPATHY. This was the ^^ bread cast upon the 
waters," at the beginning of the Christian era; 
which lived, and floated down the troubled 
stream of dark and intole rant ages ; and is now 
found " after many dat/s" as vigorous in principle, 
and as fertile in growth, as when it was first 
dropped from the hands of the Apostles, nay, of 
the Blessed Redeemer himself. Let us cultivate this 
exotic from " a delightsome land* — this successive 
and reproductive grace. More and more shall the 
popular heart be thereby reclaimed from the coarse 
and invidious growth of impiety and disaffection, and 
the golden girdle of unity between pastors and 
people, shall be that " charity which is the bond of 

per/ectnessJ" 

" Now destroy the enyious root ! 
The ffrotmd of Natiire's feuds remoye ; 
Fill the earth with golden fruit, 

With ripe, miUenial Lore !" 

C. Wesley. 
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certain to be lost in energy. A lax, wandering style 
in prayer^ is muoli worse than the same vice in 
exhortation ; just as a careless stroll into a neigh- 
bour's house is more pardonable than the conduct of 
the notorious '* boy Jones,'' in repeatedly entering 
the awful palace of our beloyed Queen, without an 
obvious and legitimate errand. 

Above all, it is imperative upon every one, who 
has had entrusted to him ** the gift o/tb.jlyiir" to 
exercise it with frequency and fervour, in his 
" closet;** for he who prays to his heavenly " Father 
in secret^** shall be " rewarded openly,** in the high 
and glorious sense of being incomparably better 
qualified, through his private wrestling with God, to 
appear in every other situation, " ew a Prince** (that 
hath) ^^ power with God, and with men, and (hath J 
prevailed.** (Gen. xxxii. 28.) 

There can be little doubt that the patriarch him- 
self " obtained mercy" on this most memorable night 
of his history. It may not be necessary to prove 
that he had no vital piety at any previous period of 
his life ; but he had several gross faults, both of 
heart and conduct, such as are but too common among 
those in whom a religious education has not been, 
as yet, followed by genuine conversion. Here, then, 
we have this afterwards illustrious successor of his 
father Isaac, and of Abraham, " the friend of God," 
— ^this " promised seed ;" this officially, yea, feder- 
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ally, "elect," and fin that sense J preferred, and 
" loved" one, until now, apparently unconverted ;— 
certainly, in a low state of grace, if "in grace" 
at all. But there had arisen a sore personal 
and family emergency i His brother Esau, whom 
he had " supplanted," and exasperated, was coming 
to " meet" him, at the head of " four hundred men !" 
As to the transaction which had occasioned the rup- 
ture, Jacob had not " mens conscia recti T* but rather 
a guilty conscience, in the sense of knowing and, 
now more than ever remembering, that he had taken 
an un&ir advantage of his elder brother's weakness 
afid absence, at two separate times. " What must 
(he) do to be saved ?" The severest retribution ap- 
peared to menace him, and, with respect to his family, 
in the tenderest part. Oh ! Jacob, " thy sia," de- 
spite of thy subtlety, hath, at length, " found thee 
out!" But "man's extremity ever was God's op- 
portunity :" and on that dreadful occasion, after 
having disposed of his ^Eunily and property in the 
most prudent manner the emergency would admit 
of, and dispatched a message of conciliation and sub- 
mission to his brother, mihpresents (of the nature of an 
attempted restitution) ; then, he ''passed over the ford 
JahhoJC^ by himself, and lodged (not slept) in the open 
airallnight. "And there wrestled a'man with him until 
the breaking of theday." — (Gen. xxxii, 24.) Matthew 

* A mind assured of its own rectitude. 
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Henry says, in his paraphrase on the passage, — ^"^ To 
aggravate the trial, God himself seemed to come 
forth against him as an enemy, to oppose his en- 
trance into the land of promise, and to dispute the 
pass with him/' And what was the event ? The 
prostrate, unarmed, imMthfiil, but repenting and 
pleading sinner, met his Maker and Saviour, or rather 
was met by him. Let me meet with thee, ^' my God !" 
and " my Other's God !" imder aU circumstances ; 
for under none, can I escape Thy omniscient and 
piercing gaze ! Better meet thee quickly, — ^now ! 
even in " controversy" (though not with an unhum- 
bled heart) than postpone *' the evil day" until '^ the 
redemption of (my) soul," which " is pbeciotts !" 
and efficacious, shall have " ceased for ever !" — 
(Psalm xlix, 8.) It is known that the sinner pre- 
vailed with God. The prophet Hosea says (in chap- 
ter xii, 46) " Yea, he had power over the Angel, 
and prevailed : he wept and made supplication unto 
him : he foimd him in Bethel, and there he spake 
with us ; even the Lord God of Hosts ; the Lord is 
his memorial ! there/ore, turn thou to thy God ! keep 
mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God continu- 
aUy.'' 

The sentence against unpardoned sin will hang 
over the head of a professor of religion especially, 
as a solemn, yea, fearM, suit, which must '' come 
on," sooner or later, and in which he is certain of 
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being " cast" Then, •* agree with thine adversary 
quickly, while thou art in the way with him!" 
(Matt. V. 25.) 

To wrestle with God is to grapple with thy sins ; 
and He whom thon hast most offended will, ere long, 
be ^^ prevailed'^ with to remove the ban which has ap- 
peared to forbid thy nearer approach to him, either 
in or private, in company or " alone. '* Now, in 
answer to the ever strengthening appeal of thy 
" praying feiith,*' he shall yield to thy despair, and 
help thee to conquer not only Satan, but thyself ! 
The light of his perfections shall be held up to each 
sinful act of thy life, and corrupt propensity of thy 
nature, and shall still reveal His essential mercy and 
his sweet forgiving Love! At the moment of thy 
perfect prevalency, he may touch "the hollow of 
(the) thigh" of thy own strength, and as " the sun 
rises'^ thou mayest halt upon it. " The sinew" will 
be found to have " shrank" indeed, and thou shalt 
go halting there all thy days. But sunk, once for all, 
in thy self-confidence, and thy creature trust, thou 
shalt have " prevailed" indeed, and prove the new 
strength of grace divine ; and thy heart, thy emo- 
tions, thy practice, thy type, thy very name, shall be 
changed, even as the fashion of thy countenance, 
which shall now indicate to aU that thou hast access 
to God, and ^^ power witK^ Him. Here is the appro- 
priate, the much desired, aid of a fine mind which 



62 

had undergone the same joyous transition. Just as 
the beams of divine mercy, of which thou art no 
longer shorn, as was Samson of his strength, are 
pouring forth upon thy prostrate but enraptured 
spirit, thou art inyited, yea challenged, to sing : — 

'< 'Tis Love ! 'tis Lots ! thou diedst for me, 
I hear thy whisper in xny heart ! 
The morning breaks, the shadows flee, 

Pure, uniyersal Ioto thou art ! 
To me, to all thy bowels move, 
Thy Nature and thy name is Lore ! 

" My prayer hath power with God : the grace 

Unspeakable I now receiye ; 
Through fkith I see thee &ce to &ce : 

I see thee face to feu^e and live ! 
In Tain I haye not wept and stroye ; 
Thy Nature and thy Name is Loye !" 

C, Wesley, p. 138. 

This may be clearly identified as a holy rapture ! 
nor need we marvel at the enthusiastic preference, 
yea, homage, extorted in favour of the entire hymn, 
or poem, called " Wrestling Jacob," from that (all 
but) first-rate poet, and exquisite judge of spiritual 
and devotional poetry. Doctor Watts ; where, in 
noble self-oblivion, he " did not scruple to say that 
' that single poem. Wrestling Jctcoh^ was worth aU 
the verses he himself had written ! ' " § 

\ See Minutes of Conference for 1788, in which is a specimen of the 
sententious, and, therefore, nervous, style of the founder of Methodism ; 
together with hU oblivion of family prestigd, in striotly adhering to 
bretniy, even in recording the demise of his own illustrious and beloved 
brother Charles ! 
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Then, bring the wreath! although 'tis "sixty 
years since," and crown, with posthumous honours, 
this elect Laureate of 



<< The Church in her militant state 



.»» 



and allow the writer of this h3rmn of hymns to stand 
forth as the greatest modem favourite of the 
Heavenly Muses. Bather, tender it to him, that, as a 
mere instrument, he may cast it at his Saviomr's 
f<^t ; and let our bright perceptions of that Saviour's 
goodness, who gave " such power imto (man) " to 
embody in verse the sublime joys of salvation, that 
we might catch and shout them, induce us to take 
up the theme again and again ! " By Him, there- 
fore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually ; 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his 
name." (Heb. xiii. 15.) 

It miist be a series, or continuity, of these divrue 
manifestations, that is to " anoint "us all " with 
fresh oil ;" and, more than learning or fluency, and 
more than office, shall qualify both pastors and 
their " fellow-helpers to the truth," to conduct the 
devotions of the people, both in the sanctuary and 
domestic circle. Nay : but let that new era come, 
when our supplications and intercessions shall always 
be baptized in " the joy of the Holy Ghost ;" when 
they shall be purged from the base alloy of formality, 
arising from the presence of our fellow worms ; 
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or charter of the case ? Admittiiig " the Fsabns'' 
to have been composed chiefly for temple service, we 
find in the New Testament alone, sufficient, both 
in the form of command and permission, as to an 
extension of this delightful branch of worship into 
every ramification of society, and into the deepest 
solitudes ; prudence only, in thiii, as well as some 
other parts of our religious exercises, being left in 
full power to prescribe, as to tifne, place, and decree. 
How " exceeding broad" is " the commandment r*" 
and how passing sweet the priyilege ! conveyed in 
those words of the Holy Ghost : — *^ Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all totsdom ; teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord,"— (Col. iii, 16.) 

But it is troQie that, in pmrsuance of the plan of 
this work, we should introduce another " Incidekt." 

From the many which rush upon memory, the 
following may be selected, as presenting, perhaps, 
what might be called an average specimen of tho 
use of einging, in connection with the Pabtoral 
Office. 

In 1834-5, the writer was stationed in the B— — 
circuit, and resided in B— , which, though not a 
large town, was then, and is now, one of the most 
respectable and thriving places, that enjoy a share 
in the manufacturing trade of Lancashire. One 
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moming there came a message, that a young man 
" under conviction," wished much to have a visit. 
Knowing the funily, and appreciating *^ the case," 
in half an hour the call was obeyed. The young 
man was found in a state by no means enviable, — 
in tolerable health, (it is true,) but too dejected to 
follow his employment. There he sat, in a comer I 
and for some time before, as weU as at that mo- 
ment, those lamentable strains, composed probably 
b J one of the prophets, when in Babylon, and found 
in the 102nd Psalm, were truly applicable to his 
condition: — ^'^My heart is smitten, and withered 
like grass ; so that I forget to eat my bread." 

" By reason of the voice of my groaning my 
bones (deave to my skin." (Psalm eii, 4, 5.) 

A brief conversation explained the case. " The 
spirit of bondage again to fear," had, indeed, been 
" received" by him : (Rom. viii. 15,) and in a more 
severe sense even than that, in which the oppressed 
Job first employed the painful figure, he might have 
said, " The arrows of the Almighty are within me, 
the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit : the 
terrors of Gtod do set themselves in array against 
nie." (Job vi. 4.) 

To change the illustration, — hi» sins, which had 
not (so far as his pastor could leaxn,) been greater 
than those of others around him, were revealed 



before him, like &fearfid olqect in the heaTeiw, fil- 
ing and compelling Us gaze, shaking his nerres, and 
menacing hia rtMoa ; for alas 1 he could not, by 
either inatmction or persuasion, be yet induced to 
" turn to the strong hold (as) a prisoner of hope," 
(Zech. ix. 12.) or to look out for "the star of 
Bethlehem," or any object of comfort to his guilty 
and despairing soul ; alb^t, the heavens might be 
said to be full of them. But he was not to remain 
long in the dark comer of nnbelief, into whieh, 
under stress of (fear, he had ignorandy mn, after he 
had "wandered through all the mountains, and 
upon every high hill." (Ezek. xxiv. 6.) Prayer was 
ofifered up fbr him ; and then, a tzsse, appropriate 
to his feelings and wants, g^ren out. Fortunately, 
his visiter was able to raise the tune ; otherwise that 
part of the effort would have been abortive. It ia 
not now remembered what the lines were ; hat the 
efibct was almost magical ! Say, rather, it was a 
direct blessii^ upon the doty performed ; which 
was, to deal out to this femished soul, the bread 
and water of life, in such a form as might reach the 
seat of want, and grapple effectually with the despair 
which was gnawing, like hunger, " the bidden man 
"'" ' ' " '■ was given to that one verse, to 
to dissipate the fimtasies of igno- 
on ; and to adviae one who vaa 
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" sorrowing after a godly sort," of the nearness of 
his Hedeemer. 

** 'Tis His the drooping soul to raise, 
To rescue all by sin oppressed, 
To clothe them with the robes of praise, 
And give their weary spirits rest/' 

C, Wesley, 

The '^ prison doors" once opened, the light entered, 
and John B — felt his *' chains &J1 o£^&om his hands !" 
The emotions which followed, although sudden were 
not unreal ; but, like his prototype in the prison of 
Herod, *' he went out, and passed the first and the 
second ward," (and then) " the iron gate, which 
opened of his own accord." (Acts, xii, 9, 10.) 
Never afterwards was this young man known by the 
writer, who remained more than twelve months 
subsequently on the circuit, to droop his head in 
spiritual despondency ; and, after imiting himself 
with the church, he commenced a course of con. 
sistency and usefulness, which evuiced the reality 
of the change he had undergone ; and on the morn- 
ing when his first pastor left the town with his 
faauly, John was at the door of the inn ftom which 
the coach started, and, with a tear of gratitude in 
his eye, attempted to utter his acknowledgments, 
and the best blessings of his faltering voice and 
heart. Even yet, that parting interview remains 
fragrant; and after the lapse of elevei^ summers. 
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poor John's tear threatens to draw down a congenial, 
and not unprofitable, shower from a pair of eyes 
which seldom weep, except on such occasions. It 
is even 



*^ The former and the latter rain ; 
The lore of GKkL and loye of man." 

C. Wesley. 

The above was so intimately connected with 
another Incident, (haying, indeed, led to it,) the 
testimony of which is, if possible, still louder in 
&Toiir of Pastoral Psalmody, that we shall make no 
apology for proceeding at once to add the latter 
also ; that ** out of the mouth of two witnesses every 
word*' we may have to advance on this topic ** may 
be established.'* 

Being deeply interested in J B.'s continued 

spiritual wel&re, and " not ignorant of (Satan's) de- 
vices" in regard to infant believers, it was deemed 
advisable, without the least delay, to exercise his 
newly acquired graces of love and zeal, in some direct 
effort, or enterprise, on behalf of the souls of his 
fellow creatures. He was, therefore, with his own 
hearty consent, forthwith dispatched to seek a con- 
gregation, who were to be assembled in the open air, 
ct his father^ 8 door, at twelve o'clock that day ; be- 
ing what is significantly called " the noon hour." 
It was done ; and John and his pastor met agaia 
very shortly, in that (to the former at least) pecu- 
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liarly interestiiig, and also trying^ position ; and thus 
we became early partners in the toils of the spiritual 
vineyard, and " companions in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Jesus Christ." 

A good congregation soon gathered, as John and 
his fitther, with a^ few others specially engaged " on 
the spur of the moment," raised their ''tuneful 
Toices" in. a court of considerable extent, and near 
to which, scores of persons were passing and repass- 
ing, especially at that period of the day. The first 
hymn over, we prostrated ourselves in prayer before 
Him, who himself had so often '' taught in the 
streets" of Jerusalem, and elsewhere, and has ever 
shown that His presence is not " confined either to 
time or place," and especially, that He '' dwelleth 
not," (exclusively) '' in temples made with hands ;" 
but that, as " Heaven is (His) throne," so " Eabth," 
(yea, every plot and inch of it) " is (His) footstool ! " 
(Acts vii, 48.) 

The text selected was (Isaiah xlv, 9,) " Woe unto 
him that striveth with his Maker ! Let the pots- 
herds strive with the potsherds of the earth !" 

Brief was the introduction : for the people could 
scarcely be said to have been then^^; business or 
caprice, inducing a somewhat trying movement, 
ever and anon, at the outskirts, like the rustling of 
drapery upon a walking figure, or the action of wind 
upon the firont trees of a plantation. Here we 
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may suggest, for the benefit of our juniors, that 
lengthy introductionB have been recently (?) disco- 
vered to be a bore, even on Sabbath mornings, and 
when addressed to the most quiet and studious audi- 
tories. Modem pulpit orators are complained of 
for constructing their discourses on too artificial a 
plan ! It may be so : but " the plans" of almost 
any "architect," (of public buildings especially) 
might teach even that " ladies* preacher,** (the author 
of much well-known and spirited poetry) that, whilst 
his Muse is more long winded than is quite ad- 
mired,* the introductions to some of his occasional 
sermons, are perfectly unendurable ! We happen to 

know, that when he preached in M some 

years ago, several parties went out at the close of 
his introduction, which extended over an hour! 
We ask what tyro in " plans or designs" of any 
kind, would have been guilty of such a vile dispro- 
portioning of parts to each other ; unless, indeed, 

* The Htlei of some of this celebrated writer's effusions have been 
oomplained of by persons of taste* as being infelicitously antagonised. 
Instance, '*The Omnipresence of the Deity; a Poem:** and '* Satan! 
a Poem ! ! !" which are his two principal performances. The latter 
earned him the unjustifiable, and not godly cognomen of ** Satan 

M ^y,*' under which he was more than Aa2/-wickedly lampooned, 

in a certain regular dep6t for the nation's laughter, which we do not 
recommend either our pious young friends, or lukewarm middle-aged 
ones, to take. The above piece of impiety, and irreparable ii^jiistice to 
a /eUoto man, helped to decide us, more than two years ago, to have 
little, if any thing, to say, about a thing that must mike " hittt** be they 
good, bad, or indifferent. 

The latter part of this note is emphaticdtty intended as a *' United 
Contribution to the pastorate and their charge.*'— Vide our title page. 
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the sermon itself was to be spun out for at least six 
hours? It might be owing to a (not unnatural) 
phobia of the same, that the preface proved so mov- 
ing ! We are reminded of the candid admission of 
a late pidpit oddity, living at the antipodes of all 

" Gentle theologues !" 



who, when he once happened to be drawn out too 
&x in his introduction, exclaimed, — <' Bless me ! I 
have made the porch bi^er than the house." Dtc- 
turn sapienH (non nunc) ! sat est* 

But to our Incident. We had barely secured 
attention to a few plain, heart-fetched, warnings to 
every unequal and miserable competitor of the Al- 
mighty, and were hoping to follow our earlier blows 
with others yet more sure ; when, behold ! there 
appeared upon the field, or rather the pavement, 

(what will the elegant reader thiok ?) a rat ! with 

a terrier in full pursuit ! Ignoble pair ! We bit 
our lips in grief, and felt a passing suspicion, that 
" the Prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience," 
(Eph. ii, 2) might have sent the vermin, as a decoy 
to the '' imthinking part" of our hearers. Another 
instant ; — and this was strengthened by the simul- 
taneous rush of twenty or thirty (male) persons, of 



• ^ frar<2 to the wise is (not at the present day) sufficient, on thu 
subject. 
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different ages, from « under the word," and their 
joining in the chase ! 

• • • • • 

Were we to be discomfited ? Were John's labours 
in " the yineyard" within the very " Ao«r" in which 
he had been " hired^* (Matt, xx, 2.) to be at once 
blighted, and " a kind of first fruits" thus snatched 
from his hand and trampled in the mire of sin and 
folly ? Yet more ; — ^were the attentive, and grieved, 
part of the congregation, to be cut short of the 
spiritual meat, for which they had willingly sacrificed 
part of their " dinner hour," and, certain of them, 
the dinner itself ? Not so. Higher rose the preacher's 
voice in the air, and forth went a loud, (perhaps 
harsh) appeal, to the better principles of the fickle 
part of his hearers, who had so " vilely cast away 
their shields," in the very hour of battle, and were 
in full retreat before him. " CJome back!" he 
shouted ;-^you see how little a thing will draw away 

the B ^y people from the Word of God ! A rat 

cannot nm across the street, but they mtist follow 
it ; although they thereby leave a sermon behind ! 
•* Woe ! to the man that (thus) striteth with his 
Maker !" 

It was successful : nearly the whole returned at 
once, overcome by shame, conscience, and last (not 
least) by a kind of amor patrim,* 

• A love (or respect for the character) of their (oicn) country/ 
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The disooimie now went on without Airther inter- 
ruption ; and evidently favoured by the silent, yet 
forceM, law of re-action. Circumscribed, how- 
ever, as by the laws of nature herself, we weye not 
long in effecting a close ; nor, under the circum* 
stances of an open air service at so peculiar an hour, 
was the sermon less appropriate, or worse arranged 
for usefulness, because it happened to consist almost 
entirely of " application. * ' Of coiurse, onr young oon^ 
vert was pleased : and so were the rest of the iSamily, to 
have had one of the Itinerant Mioisters to preach 
at their own door; and more than that, to look upon 
the altered appearance of their beloved relative since 

''A change came o'er him :" 

and lie had been " brought out of darkness,'' and 
began to emerge ** into marvellous light ! " The 
chann of Charles Wesley's lyre was yet potent in his 
" soul," which, " or ever he was aware, made him 
Hke the chariots of Amminadib !" (Cant, vi, 12.) 

Wandering again (or rather, meandering) firom 
our INCIDENT, we are carried down the stream 
half a century below the date of the above 
humble *^ service,'* to " a grand charge" made by 
our heroic founder upon *' the enemy," who was 
then deeply entrenched in the strong hold of the 
nation's heart and ways. One morning, (we have 
reason to believe on Tuesday, July 13th, 1784), Mr, 
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Weslej took his stand on a stone, or horseblock, in 

front of " the Thorn" Inn, in B y, not a stone's 

throw from the court where the out-door service, 
just described, took place. When he was in the 
midst of his discourse, there came up a young couple, 
who had just been " united" at the parish church, 
and whose attention, despite of their own peculiar 
circumstances, was instantly arrested by the sight of 
that " Man, (say rather) angel, op God !" As they 
listened to his " silver trumpet," which never gave 
*' an uncertain soimd," conviction seized the young 
man especially ; and being of well-knit mind, as 
well as body, his determination was soon taken; 
which was, " As for me, and my house, we will serve 
the Lord." (Josh, xxiv, 16.) The effect of the 
Word upon them both was fdUy evinced, when, in the 
course of the day, sobriety and deep thoughtfulness 
reigned over their nuptial festivities, and peremptory 
steps were taken not to have the ^fiddler to lead the 
dance, which was then quite customary. 

*' Lusisti satis, edisti satis, atque bibisti: 
Tempiis abire tibi estP'* 

In the better absence of that godless functionary, 
the friendly party who did assemble that evening, 
were *' serious without sadness, — cheerful without 

* Enough hast thou play'd,— enough haet thou eaten and drank I 
It i> time for thbb to give place I 
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gaiety ;*' as became those who had on that doubly 
memorable day, entered into the most solemn of all 
human engagements, and, moreover, resolved ''hence- 
forth to oflfer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto 
other gods, but unto the Lord." (2 Kings v, 17.) 
The chief guest at this wedding was the Saviour; 
even as he formerly condescended to be present at 
the marriage of Cana, in Galilee, at which he wrought 
his first, or " beginning of miracles, and manifested 
forth his glory." (John ii, 1, 11.) Those yoimg 
people afterwards became an honour to their Chris- 
tian profession ; and, " Blessed (they were) in (their) 
basket and (their) store ;*' in strict and happy ac- 
cordance with the terms of the promise. (Deut. xxviii, 
5.) In 1834, both were still living ; and with many 
of their children, and children's children, were in 
high repute for piety arid useftilness. Since then, 
both have " finished (their) course," and doubtless 
have joined Wesley, and myriads of the other " fol- 
lowers" of his " £aith and patience," in the Paradise 
of God : And they will be finally found at that eternal 
banquet, concerning which it is said, " Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honour to him : for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready. And to her was granted that 
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white : 
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And 
he said unto me, write, Blessed are they which are 
c2 
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called unto the marriage supper of the laeoab.'' 
(Rev. xix, 7-9.) 

Of these thrice happy results of that one open-air 
attack on Satan's kingdom, it is more than probahle 
that Mr. Wesley himself might never be apprised^ 
while he remained on the earth ; just as the arrow 
discharged from '* the bow/' drawn ** at a venture, 
smote the king of Israel between the joints of the 
harness," (1 Kings, xxii< 34.) without its being 
known, perhaps, to the " certain man,'' whose 
achievement it was, imder the direction of a retri" 
butive, sin-avenging, Providence. To resort to a 
more gentle figure : there may be even yet vibrating 
in heaven, the true epithaliith'*^ of Christ and 
these " sinners that repented," at the call of 
His word, which was then made '* plain upon 
tables, that he might run that read it."§ (Hab- 
bakuk ii. 2.) Who gOiall say that it shall not 
be reiterated as often as the still increasing re- 
sults of these conversions may be yet developed 
above? Nor may celestial minstrels disdain to 
employ, on such a topic, that 9weei pastoral psahnody 
pf the evangelical Prophet :•— '* Blessed are ye that 
sow beside all waters ; that send forth thither the 
feet of the ox and the ass." (Isaiah, xxzii* 20.) 

* A nuptial Bong. 

) We esteem it an honor to our little publication, in attempting to 
exteAd over a wider Bpace»the knowledge of the above interestifig fkets, 
to connect with them the yenerated name of the late JFiUiam 
B^pwoid* S»q. 
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After a due conedderatioa of ihe date, and other 
circumstaiices, vre w©re not a Kttle delighted to find 
in the immortal " Journal," a record of what we 
have every reason to believe to have been the same 
visit to B ■ ■ y , and the self-same sermcm, mider 
which our two friends received their first decided 
impresfflooa from that " good spirit," idiose opera* 
lions are as the wind which ''blowedi where it 
listeth/' It is as follows : 

" July 1784 : Tuesday, 13. I went to Burnley, a place which 
had been tried for many years, but without effeet. It seems 
the time was now come. High and low, rich and poor, now 
flocked together from all quarters, and all were eager to hear, 
except one man, who was the Tofum Crier ! He began to bawl 
amain, tiU his wife ran to him, and literally stopped his noise. 
She seized him with one hand, and clapped the other upon his 
mouth, so that he could not get oat one word ! God tiien began 
a work which, I am persuaded, will net aoon come to an end." 
-^Wesley's Worksop, 284. 

The oontemplatLve amatenr of Wesley's " life and 
labours," who has gone with us into the £a,mous 
reminiscence, which it has been our good fortune to 
faXL in with, of one more instance of the success of 
his open-air preachiag, may require to be reminded 
that he left one of the unworthiest of Wesley's suc- 
cessors in the act of descending from the chair on 
which he had stood to " preach the Word," a little, 
perhaps, "out of season," at the door of J. B.'s 
£etther's house. 
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Scarcely had he wiped away the perspiratioii which 
was flowing from his forehead, or eyen breathed, 
when there rushed into the house a female, who had 
been in the congregation, and earnestly desired him 
to go at once and visit another female,— one of her 
neighbours, — ^who was in dying circumstances. By 
no means imwiUing to attend to this new call of 
duty, although he had not yet dined, the '' spent " 
state of the preacher, neyertheless, demanded a 
brief space; during which he submitted to this 
apparent proxy of a suffering friend the merely 
expletive intercedent : " Then she particularly 
wishes to see me." Posed by an exactness which 
she had not anticipated, the worthy and tender- 
hearted woman candidly admitted that she had 
'' not even once thought " of proposing such 
a question to the very party, who, most of all, 
behoved to have been consulted! Om: sense of 
propriety did not, however, forsake us in deference 
to the scarcely prudent hurry of another, and that 
a stranger, or nearly so.* It was promptly, and, 
most reasonably, required that this preliminary 

* The young- pastor maybe respectfolly cautioned against an implicit 
acceptance of calls upon his senrices, on behalf of the sick or others, 
not authorised by the principal parties, or any member of their families, 
but volunteered (however sincerely) by some inconsiderate neighbour or 
acquaintance. '* Hereby hang's'* another Incident; which,(in the proper 
place) we may relate. Although as punctilious as we well could be, at 
the time, we were placed in trying circumstances, owing to the non« 
concurrence of a sick person in a visit that had been ur^e4 by seyerM 
imghbowt* 
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should be observed, were it only on the ground of 
courtesy ; (for we are commanded to " be courteous ;") 
(1 Peter, iii. 8.) and we promised the good woman 
to remain where we were until her return. No 
dif&culty was anticipated, as the Wesleyans were in 
good odour in the town, except with a small clique, 
(of the High Church party;) and they had no 
encouragement from the worthy Rector, than whom 
a more liberal-hearted clergyman could scarcely be 
found. What then was the surprise of every one, — 
what the chagrin of the zealous, but now semingly 
officious, applicant for our aid, — and what the 
" gracious horror " of our new convert, John, — ^to 
find that the sick person firmly declined any assis- 
tance of ours? not on the ground of religious 
indifference at all, but, because *' she would prefer 
the clergyman;" meaning not the Rector, but a 
certain young scion of the establishment, who had 
not been long in the town, and had, already, made 
himself rather notorious for " high church" assump- 
tions. Now, we always saw it our duty to respect 
opinion, and still more, conscience, in all their varia- 
tions and deviations ; so that we were not at all 
ruffted by the refusal of our imworthy aid, so long 
as a wish was expressed to have the services of 
another minister. Any professional ^encAdn^ which 
we might have felt towards " the case," gave way in 
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a moment, to a feeling of honour, without (we can 
truly say) any conscious mingling of resentment, 
self-conceit, or even denominational preference. In 
a more than usually satisfied, and thankfiil, frame of 
mind, on account of the good (apparently) vouchsafed 
to the efforts of the morning, it was all but impos- 
sible for anything, short of absolute rudeness,, to 
have disturbed that catholicity of spirit which ^we 
held, and yet hold, to be no equiyocal evidence that 
a man, and especially a minister of the Gospel, really 
has " the mind of Christ." It was, therefore, cheer- 
fully conceded, and even strongly urged, that the 
young clerg3naian, whose services were in request, 
should, without loss of time, be sent for. Never can 
we forget the look returned to this proposal, by the 
stOl anxious, nay, more than ever, anxious, self- 
appointed, applicant (indeed, persevering, and plead- 
ing, advocate) for our own sermceB^ on behalf of her 
dying, and yet impardoned, ne^hbour. Oh ! how 
afPecting is it to witness a pure, disinterested, yearn- 
ing love for one soul in particular ! It goes &r be- 
yond a general love for the soiQs of our fellow crea- 
tures, in the aggregate ; just as a focus exceeds, in 
intensity, the same rays of light in a state of diver- 
gency. 

Besides her principal argument (and one which, 
in many instances, is not capable of receiving a satis- 
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^BJStoTj answer) that sucli a minister might be an 
instrument of good hj ''preaching Chbist*' to a 
dying person, while another (not mentioning names) 
might do harm by withholdii^ Him ; (alas ! alas ! 
that there should be so many now-a-days, in Eng- 
iiAKB, of the latter school !) our importunate Mend 
had just ascertained, that the reyerend brother so 
much preferred was actually from home, having gone 
to hear the Bishop ! Even then, we were inexora- 
ble to her pleadings. Ocular demonstration that a 
fellow-creature was at the point of death might 
have justified the neglect of all etiquette ; but we 
indulged a hope that the case might be not quite 
so bad as our firiend apprehended ; and our finald 
was, that we could do nothing more at present; 
but that, haying to go into the country to preach 
in the eyening, we would, on our return, call at the 
house of the applicant, and if the Clergyman should 
not haye. arriyed, we might then deem it quitp right 
to make a direct oyerture to " supply (his) lack of 
seryice." 

The appointment for the eyening was at W-? n, 

not quite three miles from B y ; formerly so 
iticked a spot as to haye been called " Worst-town," 
under which discreditable appellation it is found le- 
gally "described*' in many old "writings," yet extant. 
So proyerbial for wickedness were the inhabitants, 
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that a 8a3diig was inyented for them by some one, 
who had wit enough, no doubt, and influence too in 
securing circulation for his satirical hits ; viz. that 
'* when the great ' adversary of God and man,' paid 
a visit to that country, he seldom stopped there at 
all ; except that, just hovering above the village, lie 
glutted himself with the idea of its abandoned con- 
dition, and closing his eyes, exclaimed, ' It is aU my 
own /' He then flew rapidly forward ' to work in 
the hearts * of others of his children, not so deeply 
sunk in ignorance and depravity, and, therefore, in 
greater need of his infernal presence." No doubt, 
the repetition of this may have provoked the coarse 
laughter of hundreds of sinners in the place itself, 
(whether natives or others) when suiroimding the 
bowl, and stimulating each other still to '* go on in" 
(their mutual) " trespasses ;" and probably a well- 
grounded apprehension of being foimd at all sympa- 
thetic with such bygone impieties, may prevent our 
own readers from so much as smiling over so sad a 
legend ! Alas ! for the fore&thers of our present 
English peasantry, and yet more, alas ! alas ! for 
some of the yeomanry, and squirearchy, and (we 
wish we could faithfiilly except them) worst of all ! 
(because of their opportunities and position) some 
tnembers of the sacred profession itself ; concerning 
whom, when the Wesleys and Whitfield rose up. 
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as lights in a benighted land and age,* those words 
of St. Peter might have been justly predicated :— ^ 
" Whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, 
and their damnation slumbereth not !" (2 Pet. ii, 3.) 
Can we forbear to apply to this alarming state of 
national wickedness and perversion, that other note, 
yea, " certain sound," of a coming " visitation," 
found in the premonitions of even the " rapt" Isaiah 
himself?—" But they also have erred through wine, 
and through strong drink are out of the way ; the 
priest and the prophet have erred through strong 
drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out 
of the way through strong drink, they err in vision, 
they stumble in ju<%ment. For all tables are fiill 
of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place 
clean." (Isaiah xxviii. 7, 8.) 

It was no difficult task to persuade our yoimg 
Mend J. B., to accompany his Pastor to W— — n, 

• ** It was unquestionably the most unevangelical period that had ever 
oceurred in this country, since the Beformation was completed in the 
reign of Elizabeth. Infidelity was extensively prevalent, both in the 
form of downright blasphemy, and of philosophical speculation. Of 
this no doubt can be entertained, when it is remembered that the per^ 
nicious and wicked writings of Hobbes, Island, Blount, Collins, Man- 
deville, Shaftesbury, Tindal, Morgan, Woolston, and Chubb, were then 
in foil circulation ; and that the higher and more influential classes of 
society were especially corrupted by their poison. The evil was ag- 
gravated by the appearance, about the middle of the century, of the 
infidel speculations of Bolingbroke. By many it was regarded as a 
settled point that Christianity was a fable, which they were justified in 
holding up to public reprobation and scorn, for the manner in which 
it had restrained the appetites and passions of mankind." — Jackson's 
Centenary of WesUyan Methodism. 



86 

on tliat memorable eyening of his " natal day ;" for 
'' as (a) new bom babe, (he) desired the sincere milk 
of the word, that (he) might grow thereby," (since 
he had certainly) '* tasted that the Lord (was) gra- 
cious." (1 Peter ii. 2, 3.) 

Not that he could as yet, (perhaps) boldly affirm 
the fact of his own salvation, or succeed in trampling 
down, at once, every wanton doubt, which attempted 
to invade his comfort. But he had escaped from the 
dungeon of '* desfaib ;" and (Hke the liberated pil- 
grims) had gone with '* speed, and come to the 
King's high way." Ere many days he, too, could 
(as it were) " erect a pillar," to warn other " pil- 
grims against passing over " the *' stile " leading to 
''Doubting Castle ;" and " thia done *' sing as follows : 

" Out of the way (I) went, and then (I) found 
What 'twas to tread upon forbidden ground; 
And let them that come after haye a care 
Lest heedlessness makes them as we to fare : 
Lest they for trespassing, his prisoners are, 
Whose castle's Doubtino, and whose name's Despair." 

Bunyan. 

The congregation was good for the place and hour, 
and the little society earnest and united. A new 
chapel was just then in prospect ; and when once 
you can present an " object " like that fairly before 
any people, who have been long " straitened " for 
room, the interest is sure to be intense, and *^ jGuth 
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and loye " Laye been often known, under sncli pro- 
pitious eircnmstances, to " grow exceedingly." Nor 
are the Ministers of a circidt the less popular, be- 
cause, as it is said, they are so yery &,yourable to- 
wards " our place/^'" Few men haye done so much 
for the cause of God as Wesleyan Ministers, in con- 
junction with ''the principal Mends" of themselyes 
and the people, by adyocating tn every prudent form 
'* Chapel Extension " in their respectiye circidts ; 
whether at the places proposed to be so &youred 
with additional priyileges, or, '' in their places," at 
" Quarter Days." 

Haying introduced the reader to this once notori- 
ous yillage, or hamlet, under circumstances so yery 
un&yourable to its reputation, it is mere justice to 
state that, years before oul: time, a marked improye- 
ment had taken place in its morals and piety. One 
of the neatest rural churches had been recently 
erected, and was (as we understood), by no means 
thin of worshippers. The rector there, also, was a 
piouB and worthy man, (albeit rich, and not exactly 
" resident.") The curate too was highly spoken of; 
and Church-of-Englandism was there " worthy of aU 
honour." It will neyer be forgotten by us, how the 
battle of himianity and morality was fought by the 
reyerend Hector, while we were in the neighbour- 
hood, in the form of a yaliant protest against the 
annual '* Races" which had been h«ld on part of the 
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estate which he then possessed, in " the pahny days'' 
of the former proprietor. Nothing could induce 
this patriotic and noble-minded clergyman to allow 
the continuance of such a moral nuisance in any 
place over which he had control ; and if another 

landowner had been equally conscientious, B ^y 

would at that auspicious period have been delivered 
from one of the greatest annual curses which can 
afflict any town or neighbourhood. Alas ! that the 
too late repentance of Protestantism, in that mat- 
ter, should have merely served to develope the 
incurable apostacy of Popery ! For several months 
the contest ran high : but " the publicans," 
forsooth ! were " in favour of the races !" Who 
ever doubted that } A systeraatised remons- 
trance against a threatened infrii^ement of the 
" ancient rights" of " the people" to be amused, at 
the risk of impoverishment here, and perdition here- 
after, was " got up;" and being strongly Bsivoured by 
" the powers that (were)" in the next township, it 
was, in the issue, arranged by the law of the strongost, 
that the races should be simply removed to a part of 
that estate, which was done ; and now was beheld a 
revival of this vulgar and detestable sport, at a 
jimcture which appeared to promise its extinc- 
tion. That all this should have been perpetrated 
imder the direct auspices of Popery, can scarcely be 
wondered at, and ought to be taken as another proof 
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that " THE Man of Sin" will never promote the 
holiness of the people, in any latitude of the earth, 
where he may be found in the possession of powes. 

It was Popery on the throne of these realms, in 
the person of the Second Charles (restrained but a 
little by the oaths of " the Restoration,") which en- 
forced upon a moral and reluctant nation the truly 
infamous " Book of Sports !" 

Let equal censure, however, be fearlessly levelled 
against any Protestant gentry who, for the mainten- 
ance of " the Races,'* " the same day were made Mends" 
with the Popish party, with which " before they were 
at enmity." 

The fatal time arrived ; and aloof as the moral, and 
godly, were resolved to keep, from the course itself, 
the toton, after all, was, for a season, the head- 
quarters of Belial ! Passing hastily along the pave- 
ment opposite to one of the principal inns, we, our- 
selves, were fated to see preparations making to 
" fight a main of cocks !" Nay, we saw the miser- 
able birds themselves borne to the pit in white bags, 
which, in a few minutes, were to. be dyed with the 
blood of some of them. Involuntarily, we held our 
nose, as the men, (say fiends !) who bore them, passed 
us, with their brutalised features, their ashy com- 
plexions, and their spirituous, and fiery, " breaths /" 

Not half so reminiscent, however, of our own hor, 
TOT at this " trimnphing of the wicked," as con- 
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vinced that many of the youth of twelve years ago, 
nowthe men and women of that abused district, might 
date their first plunge into the vortex of sin and foXlj 
from those, and succeeding " races;'* — and ready to 
shriek, in lamentable eohoes of the agonised utter- 
ances of the hundreds of souls, who may have 
since been lost for ever / in consequence of the 
reyival of that abomination* in B y ; we hesitate 
nottoapplyto this fearful crisis in the destinies of that 



* It may add to the ordinary disgast which every pioas and humane 
person must entertain towards these still prevalent blots upon oar 
Christian country's name, to rehearse what we heard, more than twenty 
times, in the love-feasts at B ^y,£rom the deeply ashamed, and tremu- 
lous mouth of the reformed and converted sinner himself; vis. : that 
once, when he was immersed in the cruel and vindictive sport of cock- 
fightin;, for which his native town was at that time notorious, his own 
bird was evidently losing the g^ame; when, unable to restrain his brutal 
rage, he laid hold of it, and in one minute, actually hit off the poor 
creature' » head with his teeth / Marked indeed I by all, had beea ** the 
gracious change" which this once violent wretch had undergone ; and 
of which he had given satisfactory evidence by a new and holy life, for 
nearly thirty years, when we knew him. Too old to follow his occupation 
(which was that of a collier) he was obliged to eke out a livelihood by 
small, but honest services, in the way of carrying coals, &c. When once 
confined to his poor little cottage by affiiction, a benevolent lady made 
the writer the willing almoner of her bounty to the poor old man. The 
amount of the gift was a shilling ; and as soon as he received it, without 
blanching as some might have done at the thought of his independence, 
(of which he had a creditable share) having fallen under him, and much 
less reserving his acknowledgements for the close of our visit, and then 
dispatching them, be forthwith turned over from his low chair with 
both knees upon the floor, (an evolution the more easily made on account 
of the exceeding smallness of his stature) and poured forth his sincere 
and abundant thanksgiving to his Heavenly Father, together with his 
grateful and devout prayers for the kind lady, who had " sent to (Aw) 
necessitff.** His name was Nicholas. Poor old Nicky 1 I wonder if he 
yet survive. 
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part of tiie manufiictiiring district, the well-merited 
epithets of " the Man of Uz," too gloomily applied to 
the period ofhisownnativity : — "Let thatdaybedark- 
ness ; let not God regard it from above, neither let 
the light shine upon it. Let darkness and the shadow 
of death stain it ; let a cloud dwell upon it ; let the 
blackness of the day terrify it. As for that night, let 
darkness seize upon it ; let it not be joined unto the 
days of the year, let it not come into the number of 
the months. Lo ! let that night be solitary, let no 
joyful voice come therein !'* (Job iii, 4-7.) 

Returning to W n , (no longer Worst-town) it 
must be a triumph to every lover of his Saviour, and 
his species, to contemplate the new church aforesaid, 
with its goodly attendance of worshippers, and look- 
ing as though it had been erected over part of " the 
ruins " of Satan's once vaunted kingdom. 

'' These temples of his grace, 

How beautiful they stand ! 
The honours of our native place, 

And bvQwarks of our land. 

C. Wesley. 

Wesleyan Methodism was, however, very consi- 
derably older as a local institution, or establishment 
in the village ; and to it as a system, ordained and 
approved by the Great Head of the Church, must be 
awarded the meed of having fought " the battles of 
the Lord " here, when all other denominations (the 
Church of England included) were slumbering. 
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Their " record is on high, and (their) work is with 
(their) God," who were in the habit of holding 
prayer meetings at this then abandoned place, 
walking several miles for the purpose ; and their's, 
too, of the circuit-town, who long made themselyes 
responsible for the rent of a room, for preaching and 
a Sabbath school. A " society " of fifteen or twenty 
persons had been gathered out of " the world ;" and 
several of them, " we bear record to their power, 
and beyond their power, were willing of themselves,** 
to contribute towards the erection of a chapel. It 

was our lot, in company with the late Mr. H 

and two Sabbath-school teachers, to wait upon the 
wealthy, but somewhat eccentric, owner of the 
township, for the purpose of obtaining a site. Aft^r 
the steward, (to whose poHteness we were much 
indebted) had pointed out to the squire the exact 
place, on a map of the estate which lay before him, 
the latter very liberally acceded to our request, and 
fixed the nominal rent of five shillings per annum ! ! 
to be paid for the ground, on a lease of 999 years. 
The " joy ** of the venerable man who was the prin- 
cipal party in making the application, (the same 
already described as a convert of Mr. Wesley's on 
the morning of his marriage,) was just then ^^JuU" 
and his " cup running over.'* Notwithstanding the 
disparity of circumstances between himself and the 
Lord of the manor, (who might be about his owu 
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age,) and maugre the opposite creed which he pro-^ 
fessed, Mr. H. exclaimed, with tears of gratitude, 
" Bless the Lord ! there have been many souls that 
have gone safe to Heaven, even from the old place /" 
The squire was half fixed by the assertion, and pro- 
bably believed it ; but, in his own peculiar and 
brief manner, merely replied, — " Very well ! very 
well! very well!" and making a most courteous 
bow to us all, left the haU. As for Mr. H., it 
might be said, " He went on his way rejoicing !'* 

It might be ten o'clock in the evening, when, 
after preaching and holding a prayer meeting at the 
place, about whose ancient, and even recent, ungod- 
liness, as contrasted with its present superior status 
in morals, piety, and happiness, we have ventured to 
linger (we hope not imacceptably) through so many 
lines of our little publication, the writer and his 

companion, J. B !-, reached B ^y. Bidding 

our young brother a sincere good night, and taking 
due care to drop a word at parting respecting the 
need of continual prayer and watchftilness, it may 
be supposed that preaching at noon in the street, 
and in the evening at the village, (walking and 
" talking by the way " included,) we should have 
been more than ready to retire for the night ; but a 
sacred engagement had been made to call at the 
house next to that in which lay the dying female, 
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respecting whose "end,*' as it was then rapidly 
approaching, every reader will have, doubtless, felt 
a deep and solemn interest. A cheerful countenance 
met us at our entering our Mend's habitation, and 
we were apprised, *' first thing," that the yomig 
clergyman had "never been near." Sending in 
our name to the sick abode, the feeling of the party 
and her family, in this " day (and night) of trouble," 
was found to have undergone a great alteration in 
fevour of our seeing her ; and not only ftdl leave, 
but even an earnest invitation, was qidckly accorded, 
and brought to us with " zealous haste." Another 
minute, — and the Wc^-pastor was in the chamber of 
the dying ! She was a woman in middle years ; and 
whilst there was no chaise against her of immorality, 
or even (for some time at least) neglect of the ordi- 
nances of God's house, she was still without pardon, — 
" reproved of sin," but not yet " of r^hteousness," 
— ^not yet " bom of the spirit," and, therefore, in the 
terms of gospel truth and law, incapable of" entering 
the kingdom of God." (John, iii, 5.) By fer the 
most hopeful part of the case was the severe, yea, 
extreme, distress, into which a divine sense of her 
state as a sinner had thrown her, — ^that "godly 
sorrow which worketh repentance to salvation, not 
to be repented of." (2 Cor. vii, 10.) " Blessed are 
they who (thus) mourn, fob thet shaxiL 
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compobtedI" (Matt, y, 4.) Satisfied as to tke 
legitiinate» or rather evangelical, right of this true 
penitent to be forthwith led to the Saviour, we 
addressed ourselves, without the least sensation of 
weariness, (we can truly say with alacrity,) to our 
delightful, and pre-eminently urgent, task. 

" Lifting up (our) eyes unto the hills firom whence 

Cometh (our) help," we demanded a Bible ! The 

portion to which we were directed, was one which, 

after that memorable night, became a greater 

favourite with us than ever. Often, in parallel 

circumstances, have we read and commented upon 

it; and never without profit both to reader and 

hearer. It was the blessed parable of the two 

BEBTOBs ! Who that enters into its sweetness, and 

gazes on its sublimity, can help repeating, in his 

thoughts, that consummate expression, so often 

quoted in prayer ? — " As is Thy Majesty, so is Thy 

Mercy ! '* Well does it behove to be introduced to 

every one who may be " seeking mercy." Let it 

perfume our page, as it does its own hallowed and 

time-loved place in the sacred volume. To ** turn 

to it " is like opening the box of "ointment " of which 

it speaks, and inli^lmg anew its imperishable odours. 

—"There was a certain creditor who had two debtors : 

the one owed five hundred pence, and the other 

fifty ; and when they had nothing to pay, he j&ankly 

forgave them both. TeU me, therefore, which of 
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them will love him most? Simon answered and 
said, I suppose that he to whom he forgave most. 
And he said nnto him, thou hast rightly judged. 
And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
seest thou this woman > I entered into thine house, 
thou gavest me no water for my feet : but she hath 
washed. my feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss : but 
this woman, since the time I came in, hath not 
ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst 
not anoint : but this woman hath anointed my feet 
with ointment. Wherefore, I say unto thee, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 
much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little. And he said imto her, thy sins are 
forgiven." (Luke, vii, 41—48.) Our part was now 
truly Wesleyan ; yet we only followed Wesley, as 
it was his daily habit and system to " follow Christ.'* 
(1 Cor. xi, 1.) We particularly admire that para- 
graph in his immortal exordium to the " Rules of 
the Society :" — « In the latter part of the year 1739, 
eight or ten persons came to me in London, who 
appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly 
groaning for redemption. They desired (as did two 
or three more the next day) that I should spend 
some time with them in prayer, and advise them 
how to ' flee from the wrath to come,' which they 
saw continually hanging over their heads." 
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The point, now, was to conyince our penitent that 
she was (herself) an object of her Saviour's hve. 
The task, however arduous, was at least " orthodox.^' 
Hear the former part of the '* Absolution or Kemis- 
sion," "pronounced by" (the minister) "alone, 
standing, the people still kneeling," every Sabbath 
morning, in the whole of the British churches, 
connected with the Church of England; and in 
many other equally evangelical sanctuaries, where 
" the prayers," unabridged, are read : — ^" Almighty 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he may turn from his wickedness and live ; and 
hath given, power, and commandment, to his 
Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of their 
sins : He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 
repent, and unfeignedly believe his Holy Gospel." 

" The power'' assumed from the terms of this 
"Absolution," by the "fire-new," but decidedly 
heterodox, school of Anglicans, (whether in pubKc 
or private) we repudiate. We confess, also, the 
wisdom of our founder, in omitting it from his 
*' Sunday service," without, however, any mark or 
brand upon it, such as he has justly affixed upon 
" some sentences in the office of Baptism, and for 
the Burial of the Dead." 
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Our question is, what scriptural power has a 
ChristiaiL Minister (or other visiter of the sick and 
dying especially) to endeavour to "reprove," or 
convince, of " righteousness" or pardon, those who, 
in his utmost judgment, "do truly repent, and 
unfeignedly believe (the) Holy Gospel ? " 

The individual penitent must not only desire sal- 
vation, but, believing the " holy" and blessed ** Gos- 
pel," must be expecting the blessing, i, e. a divine 
evidence of pardon. Such might be the precise 
state, (but under an inferior dispensation) of him, 
who in that evidently penitential Psalm, (czx, 6,) 
is heard exclaiming : — " My soul waiteth for the 
Lord more than they that watch for the morning : 
I say, more than they that watch for the morning." 
Such a character requires, and ought to take, com- 
fort ; yea, " a strong consolation, (having) fled for 
refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us. Which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil." (Heb. vi,- 18-19.) Without reasoning like 
Simon, and others of " those that sat at meat,^' we 
firmly believe " the thoughts" of the Saviour, towards 
ALL SUCH, to be " thoughts of peace and not of 
evil:" (Jer. xxviii, 11.) Of peace! yea, of lave / 
personal, " reconciling" iiovs ! 
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" Light in thy light, oh ! may I see. 
Thy grace and mercj prove ! 
Revived, and cheer*d, and hless'd hy thee, 
The God of pardoning love." 

C. WESLEY. 

Let no "Lover of souls,*' then, be delicate in 
pressing an agonising sinner towards the bosom of 
an agonising Sayionr ! for truly, that Sayionr shall 
answer for himself, in words, and looks, of pardon- 
ing LOTE." 

" Kor shall (he) to the work thon enterprisest 
Be found wanting, hut afford thee equal aid.** 

Milton. 

Li hundreds of cases the writer, together with 
his co-itinerant, and local brethren, in addition to the 
leaders and prayer-leaders, of our active religious 
commimity,* are called in " at the eleventh hour !" 
How momentous the duty assigned us on such an 
occasion ! being neither more nor less than, to bring 
a soul to Christ ! else must that soul perish without 
him! 

Depending on no arm of flesh, we courageously 
asserted the love of Christ (by which we were 
ourself constrained) to this very person and " not 
another.'* Blessed be God it was not in vain! 
" The Comforter" was there, as promised to the 

• There is a pexfeot prestigdon the talent^ and kearte, of the Wesleyan 
body, for the visitation of the sick, and dying, in all parts of the king- 
dom. 
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expectant and rejoicing Son, who declared, ** He 
shall glorify me ; for he shall receiye of mine and 
shall show it unto you/' (John xvi, 14.) After 
reading and explaining the precious portion of Scrip- 
ture, already described, prayer was offered for its 
immediate application even " as a nail in a sure 
place,'' to the extreme case in hand. Not long, but 
" fervent," and (may we venture to say ?) " effec- 
tual," was that prayer. " The scales were now, in- 
deed ! beginning to fall from " the eyes'* of her 
" understanding ;" and conscious of no ordinary 
manifestation of " the power of God" being " pre- 
sent to heal" her woimded spirit, we passed from the 
exercise of prayer, (properly so called) to that of 
prayer arranged for several voices, in the form of 
A VEBSE, dictated by consecrated genius, for the 
special behoof of any such eventful and glorious crisis. 
It was this : — 

** Now ! if thy gracious will it be, 
Eyen now ! my sins remoye ; 
And set my soul at liberty, 
By thy yictorious loye !** 

C. Wesley, 

The dying woman's own voice, which had res- 
ponded to our earnest and believing petitions on her 
behalf, caught up, with even strengthened utterance, 
the two former Unes of this verse. But no sooner 
were the two latter given out, than she broke 
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forth into tlianksgiviiig and praise. Slie eyen 
shouted — *' Bless the Lord ! bless tbe Lord ! He 
has ! He has ! 

** * — Set my soul at liberty ! ' 

Qlory! glory! glory! hallelujah!*' 

" Hallelujah ! " we now responded : " Hallelu- 
iah !" echoed several yoices in the room ; among 
which, we could not £ul to recognise that of her 
husband, (Churchman though he was), and that too 
of the indefatigable individual who, like another 
importunate widow, had pleaded for our attendance 
upon her neighbour, even as though it had been for 
her " own «oul." " By faith," too, we were able to 
realise the songs and harps of the angelic choir, who 
are ever ready to celebrate all such trophies of re- 
deeming grace ; yea — 

« With a shout. 

Loud as firom numbers without number ; sweet 

As from blest yoices uttering joy : Hear'n rung 

With jubilee, and loud hosannas fill'd 

Th' eternal regions : lowly re-verent 

Towards either throne* they bow, and to the ground, 

With solemn adoration down they cast 

Their crowns, inwove with amarant and gold." 

C Paradise Lost J 

It was, by this time, hastening towards the " noon 
of night." We, therefore, took a joyful &rewell of 
this new " seal" of our unworthy ministry — this 

* TM of the Almighty and his cq-«^u«1 SoOi 
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abundant '' fruit'* of prompt action in Pabtobajl 
BEHTiOE,— '' in season, out of season ;" and espe- 
cially in connexion with the almost parallel Incii>x:kt 
of the forenoon of the same day, — ^this conclusiTe 
'^commendation'* of a select, yet prompt and fre- 
quent, ujse of Psalmody, as one important element 
of the office under consideration. 

The gratulations of the happy creature, and those 
of '' her neighbours and friends," who might have 
been " called together" expressly, to ** rejoice i«rith" 
her, because she had " found the piece which (she) 
had lost," (Luke xy, 9.) were accompanied (which 
indeed any pastor may rest assured of in any and 43tU 
cases) with '^ a general inyitation" and entreaty, for 
us to visit her again, as soon, and as often, as pos- 
sible. Remembering always, however, that she 
professed to belong to another flock, we might 
have felt delicate in engaging to repeat our 
attentions frequently ; lest the professional and 
fraternal claims of her proper pastor might have 
even appeared to be violated. But we had a strong 
presentiment that we should see her '^ face no more" 
in the flesh. A promise to call again in the course 
of the foUowuig day was, therefore, cheerfully given ; 
but, at eight o'clock in the morning, she " departed 
to be with Christ, which is far better !" (Phil, i, 23.) 
• "Who that may honour these " Incidents" with a 
consecutive perusal, can forbear uniting with one 



108 

whoregeatdB himself at "less than tbe leasV* in at- 
temptixig t(x appreciate perhaps evexi more highly 
and eaifnestly than before, the essential mxbgy of 
Qod, and '^ the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness towards us through Christ Jesns/' (Eph« 
ii,7.) 

" TTilfathomably deep our treastire nrns 
In golden veins, thro' all Etemity ! 
A^ea, and ages, and snooeeding stiU 
New ages, when this phantom of an hour, 
- Which courts, each night, dull slumber, for repair, 
Shan wake, and wonder, and exult, and pndsei 
And fly thro' infinite! 
Where thou, not master of a moment here, 
Frail as the flow'r, and fleeting as the gale, 
May'st boast a whole Etebnitt, enrich'd 
With all a kind Omnipotence can pour I 
Since Adam fell, no mortal, uninspir'd, 
Has erer yet conceiyed, or ever shall, 
How kind is Gob, how great (if good) is man/' 

" The Consolatiok :" Night the Ninth, 

There is, doubtless, mnch blame due to those who 
procrastinate until " the eleventh hour !'* that grand 
work, to accomplish which is our chief errand into 
the present world ; and so emphatically the " one 
thing needful," that it has been vividly denominated 

*' My sole concern ! my single care !*' 

Yet, how much gmlt of this description may not be 
participated in by the Church, as implied in the plea 
of the very latest of the labourers, — " Because no 
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man hath hired us ! " In lieu, then, of an 
unchivalrons, sympathy with those who '* mur- 
mured against the goodman of the house," let us 
remember that our own salvation has been, hitherto 
all " of grace." We hope, indeed, to be found 
" complete,'* but it can only be " iw Him ;" and even 
that evangelically stipulated ^' recompense of reward*' 
to which we " have respect," (or, as it might be read, 
have an eye !) will inevitably sustain the character 
of a largess. Nor can our most zealous and pro- 
tracted toils in " the vineyard," ever establish even 
the shadow of a personal claim, to the very lowest 
seat at the heavenly banquet ! 

Let us, then, see the imprimatkr* of the Great 
•* Householder" upon the system of going out at all 
the hours of man^s probationary day, to find 
those who are yet " idle." When called to at- 
tend upon a dying sinner, let us emulate the enter- 
prising alacrity of Him whose 

** mercy flies apace I" 

and let us not fail to allow, more than a little, in 
some instances, for the unconverted character, and 
therefore " imskilMness in the word of righteous- 
ness," of some of the professed teachers of ** tlie 
common people," and of their ofttimes bigoted su- 
periors. 

• The Broad Seal. 
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NeTer, even for one hesitating moment, let va be 
straitened in the bowels of our compassion : for that 
one '* leaning towards Calyanism" and inactiyity, 
may imperil the final salvation of another's soul. 
As to ourselves, if we could even be saved at aU,with 
the blood of souls upon the skirts of otu: garments, 
we might, nevertheless, anticipate, on the very front 
of a tarnished crown, as it were, a dull and hollow 
socket, from which some brilliant jewel has for 
ever &llen ! " For the redemption of their soul is 
precious, and it ceaseth for ever !" (Psal. xlix, 3.) 

Launch we, then, the life-boat of our compassion 
and zeal ! and at the first cry of an adventurous and 
careless sinner in danger of perishing (as of " a man 
overboard ! ! !'') let us slip a slightiy knotted cable, 
and ply our oars, fiister than those who merely ** strive 
for the mastery." A larger " deficit" than is com- 
mon, of sectarian tenacity and party heat, shall not 
fail to be forgiven us both by God and man. Mean- 
time tens, yea hundreds, of those to whom we minis- 
tered ia their extremity, and who blessed us as they 
expired, shall beam forth as a remote constellation 
ia the sky, challenging our continued faith and 
courage, and having written upon it that divine tes- 
timonial, and certificate of endless honours, '' He that 
winneth souls is wise 1" (Prov. xi, 30.) 

How delightfully mellowed ! are those sentiments 
of the venerable Joseph Sutcliffe, (perhaps the oldest 
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oommentator upon fhe entiie scriptures now living,) 
in his reflections at the end of his comment on the 
3rd of Ephesians : " Christian perfection ** (he says) 
'* especially consists in knowing ' the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge/ All men have admired 
the heauty and sublunity of this passage. Here is 
the perfection of wisdom attained, not by human 
teaclung, but by divine experience. The ^ breadth' 
of Christ's loye is omnipotence, encircling all man- 
kind with mercy. The * length' is eternity, ever 
flowing with grace and goodness to man. The 
' height ' of His loye is the sublime majesty, derating 
the victorious to thrones in heaven. The ' depth ' 
of it regards the abyss of wisdom stooping'^to death 
for man, and His profound ways in taming evils to 
the advantage of His people." What more can be 
said or sung of this peerless attribute ? still-F- 

** God only knows the loTe of God." 

Before we leave the topic of Pastoral Psaimatfyj 
it may be proper to adventure another Ikoibskt 
or two, by way of a further illustration of its many 
advantages. 

We confess that there are several disorders, and 
states of patients at given periods of the day, and 
other circumstances, perfectly obvious to an expe- 
rienced pastor, which would entirely preclude this 
otherwise acceptable and inspiring exercise. But 
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thet« are othem, not a few, in which a solemn, or 
^yen lively air, might promise to be as benefi- 
cial to the body as grateful to the mind, and, 
aboye all, exhilarating and edifjdng to the sotd, of 
THJB iNyALiD. The charm may, also, be equally 
powerful upon other members of the family, and 
upon many " a patient-tired nurse," or other atten- 
dants, as well as upon friends^ whom a pastor's 
yisit may be the opportune occasion of attracting to 
the spot, and assembling in the room. One or other 
of these may generally be relied upon to assist the 
pastor in the otherwise tr3ring exercise of singing ; 
or eyen by timely notice of his intention, may 
altogether relieve Am of that part of the duty. A 
pocket edition of the Hymn Book, with an aptitude 
in fixing upon a suitable verse, will greatly fieicilitate 
this part of the service.f 

How rare the opportimity here entrusted to " the 
man of God," who by *' prayer and pains" hath 
become "perfect," — ^practised and initiated, — ^yea, 
" thoroughly furnished unto all good works !" (2 Tim. 
iii, 1 7.) Among that group may be the careless to be 
impressed; the weak to be strengthened; the 
wavering to be established; the distressed to be 

f The ^ble, (with references) and Wesley's Hymns* (irith Bapple« 
ment) are now bound together, in what is called " Diamond 16*8," and 
may be obtained from John Mason, 14, City Boad, London. If encased 
also, one of these may be, of all things, most i^i^propriate and useful, aa 
a Pastor*! Companion : his " Sword and Lyre," truly I 
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consoled ; the trembling to be assured ; the believer 
to be "built up;" the wanderer to be redauued; 
and, not least, the disaffected to be re-attached. 
Above all, since " where two or three are gathered 
together in my name," saith the Redeemer, ** there 
am I in the midst of them ! " (Matt, xviii, 20,) 
there is always a call to exalt Him, and His word, 
and cause. The affections are now more especially 
liable to be moved, and to come to a blessed focus; 
and thousands, on these providential and gracious 
occasions, have had to acknowledge the hand of 
God upon them for good, and feel "his holy arm made 
bare " within them ; and exclaim, " For God 
maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty troubleth 
me." (Job. xxiii, 16.) Happy pastor ! thou shalt 
be amply recompensed for thy labours, and thy oft 



-" unbidden tear ! "• 



if, when the heretofore sullen metal is put into a state 
effusion, thou shouldst succeed in " delivering "even a 
small part of it, (such as shall "obey from the 
heart") into the ever- waiting " form of doctrine," or 
mould of divine " grace, mercy, and truth ! " Upon 
any who, at this moment, may be so collected, at 
any such scene, or scenes, we would invoke the 
emphatic benediction, "The Lord be with you !" 
responding for them, to their indefatigable pastor, 
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who is ^' instantly serving God day and night," — 
" And with Thy Sfisit !" on whom, tinder God, so 
much depends, in rendering these dread, but auspi- 
cious, occasions, immediately and permanently pro- 
fitable to all present. 

To seasons like these, (numerous and fagging, to 
pastors, especially Wesleyan pastors, each of whom 
has many congregations under his charge,) but scat- 
tered oyer the surface of years, in jBEunilies ; and 
meted out, once in a life time, to some individuals ; 
we may apply those rtdinff directions of the prophet : 
'' Whom shaU He teach knowledge ? and whom shall 
He make to understand doctrine ; them that are 
weaned from the nulk, and drawn from the breasts. 
For precept must be upon precept, precept upon 
precept ; line upon hne, line upon line ; here a little, 
and there a little : for with stammering Hps and 
another tongue will He speak to this people. To 
whom He said, this is the rest wherewith ye may 
cause the weary to rest ; and this is the refreshing. 
(Isaiah xxviii, 9-12.) 

Yes ! there shall be children there, of graduated 
years, surrounding the dying bed of " her who bare" 
them, and inexpressibly anxious to learn, through 
their pastor, that " the consolations of God are (not) 
small with" her, now ! or, it may be, willing to 
render her, towards the closing scene, the satis- 
faction which they have hitjierto withheld, — 

D 
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that of knowing that the heart of each of them is 
truly given up to the Saviour ; and for which her 
finding eye yet looks out with insatiate desire, and 
her paled cheek yet holds in reversion one more 
flush, (an hectic flush) of maternal delight, and 
saintly triumph. 

Oblivious of " the child's first grief,'' when severed 
(as the prophet speaks) from that gentlest bosom, 
whose beneficent ofEice combined nutriment and re- 
pose ; and inured to the feebler, yet felt, pangs at- 
tendant on each recurring chasm of temporary sepa- 
ration; nothing could ever eBTectually estrange us 
from our ofdy mother, except the icy and remorseless 
hand of death. For this fearful crisis, nature hoards 
her sorrows : and now, the embankment is giving 
way, and '' all thy waves and thy billows are (going) 
over" them ! Alas ! alas ! 

That pastor ^hall scarcely '* labour in vain," who 
shall endeavour to lead these agonised creatures, to 
Him whose " years £eu1 not ;" and who, with as much 
more affection towards us than the best of mothers, 
as He has wisdom and power, is ever heard to 
say, — " They may forget ! yet, will not I forget 
thee!" (Isaiah xUx, 15.) 

W hilst pastoral association may prove opportune and 
precious, imder the most heart-rending circumstances 
of life, a qualified amount of succour and relief may 
be imparted at every sick bed, to which access can 
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be obtained. Nor may the impression be less salu- 
tary and permanent, where consanguinity may be 
more remote, or friendship and kind neighbourhood 
may constitute the only ties. Affliction opens many 
eyes besides those of the actual sufferer, and, as at- 
tempted to be shown in stronger terms at a previous 
page, makes the sympathetic human heart of al- 
most every eye-witness to " melt like wax before the 
fire!" 

Even an oft godless poet has bestowed the palm 
upon a dying testimony, where he thus gravely (oh ! 
why not leligiously ?) morahzes : — 
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The tongues of dyinff men 



Enforce attention, like deep harmony ; 
Where words are scarce, they're seldom spent in vain ; 
For they breath tittthf who breath their words in pain. 
He, that no more must say, is listen'd more 

Than they, whom youth and ease haye taught to glose ; 
More are men's ends mark'd, than their lives before : 
(The setting sun ! and music at the dose !) 
As the last taste of sweets, is sweetest last ! 
Writ in remembrancef more than things long past,** 

The verity, as much as the affluence, of this de- 
scription, must be esteemed permanent. Yet, who 
does not stiU more admire even the good taste, as 
well as piety, of that almost equal genius, Addison, 
one of that race of *' giants who have obtained" for 
their own century, the 

" — — Bright emblazonry " 
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pastoral calls, (whether to " the sick or the sound,") 
on Sabbath days. Not that it could be easily shown 
to be unlawful, or even uncongenial with the spirit 
of the Lord's day, which was emphatically ** made 
for man," to be in part, or where necessity exists, 
employed in works of mercy (See Mark ii, 23-28) ; 
but chiefly, on account of the tax imposed upon the 
physical strength of ministers on that day, by two, 
three, or even more ! public services in the sancta- 
ary.* Besides, there are several disorders, more or 
less contagious, which one who has been exercising 
in the pulpit might be far more liable to contract 
then, than at another time. But maugre all 
our prudent scruples, we were not prepared to put a 
negative upon the application made in this instance. 
It came from the poor woman^s own leader, who was, 

* If this should appear to favour the vuitation of the sick on the 
Lord's day, hy others than the Pastors of churches, it is not without 
a strong conviction, that the license may be taken too far by some of 
our earnest religionists. A man may become so ** wise in his own con- 
ceit," as to affect that he is unable to profit, under ** the Word," as 
generally delivered ; and, therefore, may seldom hear any but yery lively 
or very popular men ; the latter of whose ** visits are like thost of 
angels I" indeed 1 — " few and far between I !** Others, may suppose that 
they are promoting the glory of God, and the salvation of souls, by 
spending the entire forenoon of the Sabbath, in seeing the sick, or 
running after absentee members ; forgetting that ** thb way*' op God 
" 18 IN (Hii) SANCTUABT ;'* and that we are commanded to *' praise 
Him in the congregation of his saints :" adding to all our other efiTorts to 
bring sinners to Him, the less exciting, but more telling, system of 
Example^ in this, as " in all manner of conversation." We, therefore, 
go the entire length of that clause, in the immortal *' Liverpool Minutes:" 
-~**Let U8 admoniah any indwidualSt who shall be found to neglect our 
public worehipt under pretence of tfisiting the iickt or othw timilar engctge* 
ment9:*-^Minutet of Co^fennoetlSSO.) 
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moreoTer, a particular Mend of ours, and wishful 
to accompany us himself on this errand of love, 
which a journey of several days duration, which he 
had to commence on the following morning, must 
have precluded, unless it could have heoin arranged 
for US to go together that eyening. 

Melting personal considerations, we, therefore, 
took his arm, and proceeded to the house, which 
might be at the distance of half a mile, and lay in a 
crowded part of the town. The object of our Mend's 
laudable anxiety resided alone, and being very poor, 
had no regular attendant even in her last illness. 
Now and then, a kind hearted neighbour, or perhaps 
a married daughter, or a grandaughter, might step 
in, or come across the town, to see after her wants ; 
and that appeared to be about all the aid she coidd 
command from her fellow creatures, relatives in- 
cluded. Her dependence was on the parish, and 
*' the poor's fund" of the society, of which she had 
long been a worthy member. Many were the shil. 
lings, and larger grants, which her affectionate 
leader, and his excellent predecessor in office, had 
obtained from that liberal board " by (love) esta- 
blished." We lifted the latch for oiurselves, and 
finding no one below, forthwith ascended the narrow 
stairs. There was but one in the chamber — ^the old 
woman herself! so that this was, indeed, " a solitary 
apartment." She lay in a deep slumber, but with 
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the majesty of near four Boore yean imprinted t^on 
her features. There was an awe, not to be described, 
upon the scene, as her leader, and pastor, 
beheld this object of their mutual care, without 
apparent care herself, haying long since '' cast all 
her care upon Him'' who had promised to '* care for" 
her;--/AM genuine " sheep" of His flock, whom He 
had " gently led*' through all " the wilderness state'' 
of a long life of poyerly and trouble, and who now 
seemed as though folded in His very arms ; — thi^ 
weary pilgrim, close upon the end of her journey, 
with His " rod and staff comforting" her, and sup- 
ported by His presence, even " though (she) walked 
through the valley of the shadow of death !" " Tell 
lijni !'' (said the king of Israel, and wisely he spoke) 
" Let not him that girdeth on his harness, boast 
himself as he that putteth it off." (1 Kings xx, 11.) 
After waiting for several minutes, we deemed it 
befitting the occasion of our visit, and the urgency 
of the hour, to awake her ; for which purpose we 
first tried speaking to her in a gentle tone ; but she 
heard us not. We then spoke somewhat louder ; 
still she " slept on, and took her rest." Her leader 
now remembered that she was very " hard of hear- 
ing," and therefore suggested that we should shout 
to her. We did so ; first, one of us ; then the other ; 
then, both together : but she moved not ; ail was 
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still as night, — nay, as death itself. For some mo- 
ments we " marvelled" if the " vital spark" might 
not have fled. Grazing more intently, we perceived 
that the clay yet hreathed. 

What must he done to render her conscious of our 
presence, and to give her at least some advantage 
from a visit which had cost us hoth some toil already, 
and might never be repeated during the few hours, 
or at most days, she might be permitted to survive ? 
There was no relative within call, nor even a neigh- 
bour whom we knew. Possibly, in the course of 
half an hour, some one might be coming in, to see 
that she wanted nothing for the night ; but it was 
too late for us to remain in suspense. At length it 
was suggested that singing might succeed where 
shouting had been useless, on the weU known prin- 
ciple, that sound will travel farther than noise. No 
sooner did we raise the tune than a gentle movement 
was perceived ; — ^then another more decisive ; — ^and 
before we had executed half the verse with which 
we commenced, she opened her eyes and looked 
round in happy confusion, to see what Being or 
Beings had entered the room while she had slept. 
Now, she recognized first her leader, and then her 
pastor. In another instant, she was feebly rising 
from her pillow to essay her small remainder of the 
powers of song ; and our three voices vied with each 
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other in fervor, if not in melody. The verse was — 
** There is my house and portion fair," 

and we had reached the fourth line — 

** For me my elder brethren stay !" 
just as the poor old creature rose and united with us. 
The jojful surprise she evinced at hearing and 
seeing us ; more especially, the exquisite adaptation 
of the all but inspired sentiments of '^ the sweet singer 
of (our) Israel," to her own sleeping and waking 
visions ; besides our luxuiy, in being allowed to min- 
ister (as it proved, for the last time) to the faith and 
joy of this dying saint ; constituted a scene which 
we were not likely ever to forget. Yes ! there she 
sat, and after almost eighty winters had lowered 
upon her earthly condition, could yet clap her with- 
ered hands as she gazed by faith upon 
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Him, who gaye her soul 



And all her infinite of prospects fair, 

Cut through the shades of Hell, Great Loye, by thee!" 

A short chapter and prayer over, we took our 
leave. What were our subsequent emotions, when 
we learnt that, at an early hour the following morn- 
ing, our aged friend had exchanged " mortality " 
for " life !" 

It is impossible for a Wesleyan Pastor to have 
been often associated, (as in such a case,) in the toils 
and triumphs of his office, with any one of that 
invaluable order of men, the leaders of the Body, 
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without acquiring a stronger attachment towards such 
a "fellow-helper to the truth," than almost any other 
circumstances can possibly produce. Between the 
individual who was his companion in the above visit, 
and the writer, there subsisted a more than ordinary 
friendship. The urbanity of his manners, — ^the in- 
telligence of his mind, — ^the warmth of his heart, — 
most of all, his prompt, (and modestly prompting J 
co-operation in the work of God, — had not failed, in 
the course of twelve months, to secure for him a 
high place in our esteem and affection. His busi- 
ness frequently called him to leave home ; and his 
periodical returns, which were seldom delayed be- 
yond one Sabbath, lest his class, which met on that 
day, should suffer through his absence, had begun to 
be looked for by his more and more attached Pastor, 
with a^ interest second only to that of his own 
&mily. 

Within three months of the delightful occasion 
just related, this amiable young man was prematurely 
removed to " the better land !" It was in the winter 
of — 41-2, that he started, with a slight cold, on one 
of his journeys, which he had postponed, for per- 
haps a week, on accoimt of the delicate circiunstances 
of his beloved wife. He called to inform us that his 
family joys had been augmented by the birth of a 
daughter ; and shortly afterwards, proceeded on his 
journey. Within two or three days, he returned in 
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an alarming state of feyer ; and from the sick-bed 
which he then sought under his own roof, he never 
rose ! To aggraTate the calamity, a lovely boy, the 
elder of his two children, was seized with a similar 
disorder,which took him away even before the fetther ! 
Thus were we called to witness those family joys, 
which our friend had so recently, and so gratefully, 
annotmced to us, exchanged, as in a moment, for un- 
utterable anguish ; and to hear a yoimg mother, yet 
too weak to nurse her new-bom infant, exclaim — 
** My child is dead ! and my husband dying ! What 
shall I do ?" Alas ! tears cannot soften the destroyer 
of our household joys ; — else, what parent, or part- 
ner, would not have succeeded in averting or delay- 
ing his repeated strokes ? 

Nor can a funeral pall, once cast over our dwell- 
ings and our hearts, in all instances, exempt from iis 
rapid and a^ravated return. No doubt, they were 
real bereavements that were so thrillingly lamented 

by the immortal author of " The Complaint :" — 

*'Axmd such mighty plunder, why exhaust 
Thy partial quiyer on a mark so mean ? 
Why thy peculiar rancour wreak'd on one ? 
Insatiate archer I could not one suffice ? 
Thy shaft flew thrice ; and thrice my peace was slain ; 
And thrice, ere thrice yon moon had filled her horn. 
Cynthia ! why so pale ? Dost thou lament 
Thy wretched neighbour?*' 

This beloved friend's name was John Jennings- 
Immediately before the watchnight service of 
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December 31, 1841, he supped with lis at our own 
house ; and after little more than a fbrtnight's then 
unimagined calamities, we preached his fimeral ser- 
mon on Sunday, January 16th, to a deeply-affected 
auditory ! The text chosen was Rev. vii. 9, 10 — 
" After this, I beheld, and lo ! a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands ; And cried with a 
loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and imto the Lamb." 

A widely different occasion from that of the peace- 
ful exit of the aged member of our former flock in 
1841, induced us, but three months ago, to enter- 
prise the rousing effect of Psalmody^ upon a young 
man, attacked by cholera, during the prevalence of 
the epidemic in this town.* We found him droop- 
ing his head upon the shoulder of a pious and zealous 
friend ; who, regardless of contagion, had under- 
taken to hold him up in bed, and endeavour, by 
every means, according to strict medical orders, to 
keep him awake if possible. Despite of all, the 
deadly stupor continued, menacing not more the 
success of our visit, than (what was of infinitely 
greater consequence) the patienfs life ! With some 
difiiculty, the sufferer was made to understand ike 

* Darlaston. 
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Main«-— our errand needed no announcement ; and 
we were happy to witness " a little reviving*' follow 
even a communication of the £eu;t that we were in 
the room. In addition to the brave and worthy 
brother, who was supporting the poor patient, there 
were two other men standing with pale counte- 
nances at the foot of the bed, and retained, ap- 
parently, for whatever services the dread emergency 
might demand. The young man, himself, had 
recently joined our society ; and whenever he could 
be kept awake, continued to evince a grateful relish 
for spiritual exercises : the precise state of his reli- 
gious experience we had not understood, and were, 
therefore, tremblingly anxious to learn from 
his own lips. But all our endeavours must have 
proved abortive if, as in the case already detailed, 
we had not promptly resorted to the exercise 
of singing. This new, and hitherto unthought of, 
expedient, was hailed by all present, including the 
young man*s weeping mother, of whom we have 
more and still sadder things to relate, before we 
reach the end of this Ikcident. The first line was 
no sooner given out, than a lively tune was adapted, 
and forthwith, the entire company, numbering six 
persons without the patient, were singing together. 
It was at once effectual in producing a temporary 
suspension of the stupor ; and the poor fellow ap- 
pearing wide awake, in which even partially hopeful 
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state his friends had never again expected to see 
him ; tlie interest of every s{)ectator was soon raised 
to a liigh degree, as was clearly to be perceived 
from their glowing looks and melted eyes. This 
augmented the strength of the choir; which was 
shortly to be yet Airther reinforced by, first the lan- 
guid, and then the lifted, voice of the cholera patient 
himself ! That verse over, we proceeded with needful 
interrogations, as to the state of the young man's 
mind, and were not disappointed of clear and favour- 
able replies. Fearful of the return of the stupor, we 
made speed to lay hold of ** the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God ;" and by an excited voice 
and manner, aimed to secure a deeper sensibility on 
the part of the whole of our auditors, of its blessed 
edge and power, in slaying " the man of sin," and 
^Vtuming to flight the armies of the alien." The 
responsibility of such an occasion and crisis, was felt 
to be great indeed ; and as the attention of the indi- 
vidual most nearly concerned in our efforts, continued 
in fidl exercise, "we thanked God, and took courage." 
A prudential regard for our own safety, together 
with a wish to disinfect the room, induced us to pour 
upon the floor a strong preparation of Chloride of 
Lime; which, it were to be wished, visitors of the sick 
generally, would take the precaution to famish them- 
selves with.* 

• We used this preparation plentifully, both in the roomt of the 
patients, and Ht eholera funerals. 
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The Scriptures read, we deemed it quite advisable, 
before prayer, to have a second verse, which was even 
more successful than the former, in drawing out the 
powers of the oppressed sufferer. We then '* bowed 
(our) knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
of whom the whole family id heaven and earth is 
named," (Eph. iii. 14, 15,) in what was truly one of 
the most solemn chambers of affliction it had ever 
been our lot to enter. 

"The pestilence that walketh in darkness," 
(Psalm xci. 6,) is computed to have destroyed fifty 
miUions of our race, during its second visitation of 
the earth, in the form of Cholera Morbus. After 
traversing both tropics, about the close of last year, 
it rushed towards the south of Europe, and became 
the scourge of republican, and (we fear) impenitent 
France, and of Paris in particular. As if in 
withering mimicry of the yet remembered vaunt, 
ings of the last Despot of the nations, relative to an 
invasion of this country, and which he had hurled 
repeatedly firom that very metropolis, now, " the 
army of England " might be said to be in actual 
march, clarioned by the press of Europe ! Landing 
at almost the whole of our ports at once, it laughed 
at our " wooden walls ;" and forthwith " dispatches " 
of its devestating successes were issued from all the 
points where it appeared to be encamped, in the 
authentic form of the official " weekly returns." 
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I%e above was one of the early " cases " in 
Darlaston ; and miglit (for aught we knew), be 
followed by as appalling an amount of mortality, in 
this least to be desired of all forms, as occurred in 
1832. Even now, " the deaths," returned from 
surrounding places, were MghtMly numerous. In 
several of them (as was the case in Darlaston also) 
all bui^ess was suspended ! during one or more " set 
days," long before the arrival of the tardy " Orders 
in Council," proclaiming a National " Day of 
Humiliation and Fasting." " The hearts ** of thovL- 
sands, in this apparently /^56conc?^tWy doomed district, 
were indeed " failing them for fear." 

At this very time, an extensive religious awakening 
took place in Darlaston especially ; and " the people" 
began to "learn righteousness," while the "judg- 
ments" they dreaded were, as yet, scarcely " abroad" 
amorig themselves. To the " special services "||"then 
held in the town, by each of the Denominations, (the 
Churoh of England taking the lead,) must be attri- 
buted, imder God, the arrest of the pestilence, and 
the exceedingly small number of individuals, in so 
crowded, and by no means well provided a popula- 
tion, who fell victims to it, during the recent as 
compared with the former visitation, and in Darlas^ 

II It will not be deemed invidious towards the other numerous instru- 
ments employed in this glorious revival, to mention with that distinc- 
tion which they desei ve, the extraordinary labours and success of the 
writer's colleague, the Bev. W. Tarr, 



126 

ton, compared with Borroimding pluoes. " Yea ! 
m the toay of thy jodgments, O Lobd ! have we 
waited for thee ; the desire of our soul, is to thy 
name, and to the remembrance of Theb.*' (Isaiah 
xrvi. 8.) 

Under such circumttances it was that, on the diB- 
charge of the oft-trying duties of the Pastoral office^ 
we found ourselves in immediate contact with one of 
the worst cases of " the disease " witnessed in Dar- 
laston ; yet saved from y^ar, and enabled to *' have " 
(what is doubtless the greatest comfort to a Pastor, 
as it may prove of the first advantage to the objects 
of his intercessory pleadings), '* boldness and access 
(in Christ Jesus our Lord), with confidence by the 
faith of Him." (Eph. iii. 11, 12.) To each petition 
there were responses, '' not loud, but deep,*' from 
the patient and his friends. With a perfect sense of 
the imminent danger which the case involved, and 
which must always chasten natural hope, we asked 
the removal of the disease; with an un&ultering faith 
we pleaded for its instant and full sanctification to 
the soul, over which He, whose " understanding is 
infinite," was *' sitting as a refiner," to purge 
'Hhat soul " by the spirit of judgment, and by the 
spirit of burning !" (Mai. iii. 3 ; and Isaiah iv. 4.) 
For this " the Spirit " of God himself was evidently 
" making intercession " in the hearts of all present. 
Not fifty prayers, and sermons, which we had ever 
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offered up for, or addressed unto, these persons, in 
the adjacent sanctuary, were so likely to have proved 
beneficial to them, as this one Pastoral effort to grap- 
ple with their wants, and sins, at the footstool of 
Mercy ; with the very "powers of the world to come'* 
filliTig the room ! and " testifting** to '' one and 
all !" repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ !" (Acts xx. 21.) Nor were the 
tokens of mercy and sympathy on the part of that 
High Priest whom we have, and who is " touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities,'* and himself 
''poured out cries and tears,** witheldi&om that little 
company of ''tempted*' and distressed suppliants. 
Best of all, the quasi martyr, who, as much as the 
penitent who was nailed to the cross with Christ, 
needed to be now assured of forgiveness and Paradise, 
was enabled to " believe ** in Him whom he had " not 
seen :'* therefore was he " blessed !** Indeed, as he 
was now called to " suffer with Him,** so had he the 
assurance of being, ere long, exalted even to "reign 
with him !*' There was of a truth, in that otherwise 
fearful chamber, 

** The overwhelming power of saying grace.*' 
We rose from prayer " like giants refreshed,** and 
raising, for the third time, our united voices in one 
of " the songs o/jSion,** parted (as it proved) never 
again to meet on earth. As we descended the stairs, 
the last lines of this closing verse were repeated, and 
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we lieard the cholera-patieiit's Toioe last of aU, 
feebly, yet rapturously, siBging — 

** See there my Lord upon the tree, 
I bear! I feel! hediedfor me!" ' 

Before we pass to the final issue of the above case, 
we have to relate that, on the evening of the day 
when we performed the trying, yet grateful, pastoral 
service thus detafled. a married brother of the young 
man was attacked by the ruthless disease, and in a 
few hours sank in the unequal conflict ! We saw 
the former on a Saturday forenoon, and on the fol- 
lowing Monday afternoon buried the latter ! 

How shall we attempt to pourtray that Ckoleba 
Funeral ? 

Prudential orders having been taken that persons 
who had died of the disease should be brought direct 
into the burial ground, without being first deposited 
in the interior of the chapel, — ^with an aching heart 
we repaired to the gate at which the moum^ pro- 
cession was to enter ; and meeting it in the usual 
manner, lifted up that solenm affirmation which our 
Saviour himself prepared for such an occasion : — 
" I am the resurrection and the life !" (saith the 
Lord), " he that believeth on me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth on me, shall never die !*' Preceding the 
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corpse along the spacious indosure to the extreme 
comer, marked out for the final repose of such as 
had died, or might yet die^ of Choleba, we there 
read a setebtion from the full burial service, as 
abridged by Mr. Wesley. No sooner was the corpse 
lowered, than the cries of the principal mourners 
rose into the air, in a manner altogether unusual in 
this quiet and patient country. But the occasion 
more than justified the truly painful excitement. 
One of the &mily in his grave ! another on his dying 
bed, sinking under the continued blows of the same 
mysterious invader! — ^both, young men! the pride 
of their connexions ! Who could forbid nature to 
give vent, at such a crisis, to some part at least of 
her inward agony } 

Seizing a brief interval of composure, we addressed 
ourselves to a conclusion of the sad ceremony ; and 
the rather, since we saw the hearers continually ply- 
ing the disinfecting odours of rue, or other herbs, 
with which they had provided themselves ; appear- 
ing uneasy, though not impatient. 

The service closed with a verse, or dirge, adapted 
to the suddenness of the dispensation. With slow 
steps, we were preparing to leave a spot too appalling 
to linger at, when we were recalled by the new and 
augmented cries and shrieks of the female part of 
the £Eunily, echoed by the swelling sobs of many of 
theii' friends, or the spectators, whether men, women, 
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or children, who almost filled the burial ground, and 
threatened to convert it into one " valley of weep- 
ing !'' More fearful of infection, even than anzioiis 
to lessen an excitement, which, as it iSccumulated, 
was sure to become more and more agonising to va 
all, we now promptly returned to the side of the 
grave ; and, for the first time in an experience of 
twenty years in funeral solemnities and sorrows, em- 
ployed our personal influence, and even considerable 
physical effort, to induce the spell-bound members 
of the family, to quit a spot so honoured as the 
receptacle of their beloved dead, and so soon (as they 
had a thousand reasons for apprehending) to be again 
visited, to commit to the same tomb another equally 
dear to them, and who had been expected to be the 
earlier victim. Taking hold of the mother with 
one hand, and one of her daughters with the other, 
we exhorted them to resignation ; which, however 
difficult, might b^st become the professed disciples 
of Him *' who hath taught us by his holy apostk 
St. Paul, not to sorrow as those that have no hope." 
We prevailed in part; and re-led the procession 
towards the gate of the burial ground ; which, is 
the course of a few days, had to be re-entered by 
the same heart-broken fkmily, on the occasion of the 
funeral of the other young man, whom we left so 
diligently preparing to meet his end, and who did 
not long survive the committal to the earth of the 
remains of his elder brother. 
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This heart-rending narratiye of but a fragment of 
the ravages of England's scourge (albeit that scourge 
might be prepared for other nations, but reserved 
for ours in recompense of equal, if not greater guilt) 
must be concluded by our recording " the same 
event" as happening to the excellent mother of the 
above yoimg men, who had waited on each of them, 
in his mortal affliction, and, when Uie second had 
been interred, had to be borne from that still more 
insupportable scene to her own bed, to undergo her- 
self a similar visitation to that which had '* deprived 
her of (them) both" (as it were) " in one day." 

• • • V • 

Another week, and the 8urvi\ing children 

had lost their mother also ! 

• • • • • 

Several other families, in Darlaston and the neigh- 
bourhood, suffered severe and irreparable losses, 
during the prevalence of the fatal epidemic ; but 
none present the same amount of desolation as the 
above. Nor is such an Incident less befitting our 
page, from the circumstance that several of the 
T— — s were in commimion with the Wesleyans ; 
and the mother (as was the case also with two other 
excellent members of the body recently deceased, viz. 
Messrs. Lingard and Holt) was deemed worthy of 
respectful allusion and tribute from the Wesleyan 
pulpit, at the close of a funeral sermon preached by 
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the Resident MiniBter, on the eyening of October 2B, 
1849, only a few weeks after the solemn occurences 
here related, on occasion of the lamented decease, 
after a brief illness, of a young person of the Society, 
who had been, for several years, no ordinary pattern 
of piety, prudence, and usefulness, to all those who 
had the happiness of her acquaintance.* 

It is time to close our remarks on Pastoral Psal- 
mody. Whatever may become of the arguments we 
have ventured to urge on behalf of that useful, and 
by no means difficult, exercise ;— the reader is cer- 
tain to have sympathised largely with Pastoral sor- 
rows, as delineated in this chapter. 

** T%i8 cheek, a train of tears bedews ; 
And each tear mourns its own distinct distress ; 
And each distress, distinctly moum'd, demands 
Of grief still more, as heightened bj the whole. 
A grief like this proprietors excludes : 
Not friends alone such obsequies deplore ; 

They make mankind the mourner" 

" The Complaint :" Night the Third, p, 68. 

* The name of this estimable individual was Arculus ; and the 
genuine sorrow, on account of her loss, evinced by the highly respecta- 
ble family with whom she resided, together with the immense crowd 
who filled and overflowed the chapel on the above occasion, served to 
stamp her memory with a distinction seldom awarded to one so young, 
and occupying only a subordicate position in society. Her ** spiritual 
letters,** continued for more than two years, are, of themselves, W(Hlhy 
of notice fiu: beyond her own circle. 



CHAPTER FOURTH. 

PASTORAL SEBYICES EXTRAOBDINABY. 

PRIVATE ORATORY, SACRAMENTS, ECONOMICAL AND 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENTS. 



** From glory then to glory, t?iou shalt rise, 
Or sink from deep to deeper miseries ; 
Ascend perfection's eyerlasting scale^ 
Or still descend from gulph to gulph in hell. 
Thou embryo angel ! or thou infant fiend ! 
A being now begun, but ne'er to end." 

" Birth of a Son" — President Davis, 

" In the forenoon f I felt a power of intercession for precious 
immortal soxds, for the advancement of the kingdom of my dear 
Lord and Saviour in the world, and withal, a most sweet resig- 
nation, and even consolation and joy, in the thoughts of suffer- 
ing hardship, distresses, and even death itself, in the promotion of 
it ; and had special enlargement in pleading for the enlightening 
and conversion of the poor Heathen. In the afternoon, God was 
with me of a truth. Oh, it was blessed company indeed ! God 
enabled me so to agonize in prayer, that I was quite wet with 
sweat, though in the shade, and the wind cool. My soul was 
drawn out very much for the world. I grasped for multitudes 
of souls ! I think I had more enlargement for sinners than for 
the children of God ; though I felt as if I could spend my life in 
cries for both," — Brainerd*8 Diary, 

There are several notable instances recorded in 
the Scriptures, of personal and solitary communion 
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with the Almightjr, which may be elevated into 
Examples to the Christiaa, but emphatically, to 
every Minister of " the word," and Pastor of souls. 

In another connexion, we refer to Abraham inter- 
ceding for the already doomed cities ; and to Jacob, 
'* wrestling with the Angel." But neither of these 
will exactly indicate the pbivate oritoky of a 
'^ man of God," whose '* high calling " should attract 
him to his Master's more immediate presence, and who 
may have " boldness," not " once a year " only, but 
daily, to ''enter into the holiest, by the blood of 
Jesus." (Heb. xvi. 19.) The latter instance, in- 
deed, while altogether imique in some of its circum- 
stances, and normal or prescriptive, in its aspect 
towards ^ture ages, and other soimd conversions, 
cannot be contemplated as at all official in its char- 
acter ; or even as minutely illustrative of stated 
communion between the children of God and their 
heavenly Father, '' who hath reconciled us to him- 
self by Jesus Christ." 

That class of divine audiences which we should 
wish to be daily enjoyed, whether for personal or 
pastoral purposes, appears to have been devoutly 
longed for, in that deep and remonstrant exclamation 
of the deserted Patriarch : "Oh that I knew where 
I might find Him ! that I might come even to His 
seat ! I would order my cause before Him, and fill 
my mouth with arguments. I would know the words 
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whicli He would answer me, and imderstaiid what 
He would say unto me. Will He plead against me 
with His great power? No; but He would put 
strength in me. There the righteous might dispute 
with Him ; so should I be deliyered for ever from 
my judge." (Job 23, 3-7.) 

We differ from those who would impute any thing 
of the morbid to this truly dignified, and eloquent, 
appeal of a consciously upright sufferer, to the 
Searcher of Hearts, against the hasty and prejudiced 
decisions of his " friends." It is like the defendant 
(under adyice) trayersing, in order to haye judgment 
reyersed. He now becomes plaintiff; and not only 
himself and friends, but his well-instructed counsel, 

• 

are, once more, primed for a fayourable adjudication. 
Not only has he confidence in his cause, but in his 
" judge," — ^who can, and, he belieyes, will, " deliyer" 
Tiim from the false yerdict by which his fortunes 
seem, at present, doomed. The higher the tribunal, 
the more emancipated from all imdue influences ; 
the better yersed in legal subtleties, and moral per- 
plexities ; and the more certain to giye a judgment 
according to law ; or, if "in equity, ^^ according to 
rightJ*^ 

• Mythology t with an unintended, but affecting, parody of the truth, 
has feigned that, in the golden age, Astbb a, the goddess of justice, 
lived on the earth, with many other deities, but that, offended at men's 
vices, they all fled to heaven. She, however, lingered the latesti being 
unwilling to quit a sphere, where her presence was likely to be even 
more necessary in proportion to the increasing wickedness of mankind. 
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Pre-eminently sacceBsfol was tSie appeal of the 
stricken, and calumniated, Man of XJz, to the 
Supremest Court. He whose never-to-be-foi^otten 
** afflictions*' haye been eyen set to miisic,t the bet- 
ter to conyey the lugubrious notes whicb were wont 
to pour from his riyen heart, was more than acquitted 
of wanton sin, or of any kind of cognisable offence 
whateyer. That he was &ultless had been neyer 
affected by himself ; that there was any " secret 
thing with" him, might haye been as fearlessly de- 
nied. How 

" DiTinely confident and bold," 

is his challenged access to the yery council chamber 
of Jehoyah, where he declares to his unadyised ac- 
cusers, " I will teach you by the hand of God : that 
which is with the Almighty will I not conceal." (Job 
xxyii, 11.) 

The master •* doctrine" {moral is too worn a term 
to apply to the objectiye grandeur of " the mind of 
the Spirit" in Scripture) of this yery ancient, perhaps 
eldest, portion of the sacred biography, is, doubtless, 
the crosS'Unse administration of the Almighty, in his 
proyidence, whh his stiU loyed, and yet more, and, 
more, loyed people, — ^His " own " people. What an 

+ Of course, we refer to that fine composition, called **Job'e 
Anthem/* — an adaptation to the unrest (modern parlance "excited 
state") of the illustrious sufferer :— '■ When I lie down, I say. When 
shall I arise, and the night be gone 7 and I am full of toeaings to 
and fro unto the dawning of the day I" (Job yii.4.) 
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ante-dating of the deyelopments of the final day, in 
regard to myriads of individuals, for whose entire 
history time is too narrow a stage, is that jubilant 
finals of the Apostle — ** Behold ! we coim.t them 
happy which endure. Ye haye heard of the patience 
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord ; that 
the Lord is very pitiM, and of tender mercy." 
(James v, 11.) 

The triumphant "judgment'' which Job realised 
by his meek, yet confiding, appeal to " the Judge of 
all ;" the succumbing of his " Mends," whose un- 
merited reproaches exposed them to " the wrath" 
of the Court ; the " turning (of his) captivity ;" the 
rO'Construction of his fortunes and family ; and the 
holy luxury of the next one hundred and forty years I 
during which he remained in possession of the first 
reputation upon earth, and administered, in person, 
the a&irs of his princely house ; — ^all this demons- 
trates the only depositary of strength to be the " arm 
of the Lord." It proclaims " the highest style of 
man," to hover above, andbeamfirom within, " the cleft 
of the rock." It conjures the believer that he hesi- 
tate not to conmiit his entirety into the ever blessed, 
and ever mighty, hands of his Redeemer. It un- 
veils the impregnable fortress, and the inmiovable 
anchor, which are " the heritage of the righteous," 
and of which they are " seized and possessed" fbr 
evermore ! Oh ! thou " worm, and no man !" who 
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art " less than nothing," of thyselfy-^-thou may'st 
hide thy "life with Christ in God,'* and be "one 
with Him, as (He) is one with (His) Father ;" and 
thou may'st " go in and out" before thy awful Maker, 
in an unchallenged exercise of rapturous axscess, and 
assimilating communion. 

" He&eifteb none can take away 
My life, or goods, or fiemie ; 
Ready at thy demand to lay 
Them down I always am : 

Confiding in thy only love, 
Through Jesus strength'ning me, 

I wait thy faithfnlness to prove, 
And give back all to thbb." — C. Wesley. 

Nothing can less require to be demonstrated than 
that the proper statiis of the pastorate is Nearness 
to God ; as His chosen and peculiar servants, whose 
daily vocation is to bring them into His more imme- 
diate presence, and into " the secret of His pavilion." 
Our Pbiyate Okatoby is even of greater import- 
ance than our public sphere ; just as the secret springs 
of an excellent fountain, by reason of their inherency, 
and reproductiveness, exceed in value the living 
streams which perenially gush from its bosom ; or, 
as the first recipience of light by every star in the 
heavens, must, in its causal, and quenchless power, 
claim to be more considered and honoured than all 
the secondary and dependent illumination, which it 
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is thereby, and thereby alone, quaMed to difi^me 
througliout its own, or reflect toward another, and 
remoter, sphere. 

It might appear invidious, and prove misleading, 
to attempt to adjust the respective degrees in which 
the anointing oil of divine communion and gladness 
may have been, or may now be, enjoyed by that, or 
this, age of the Church ; by our own, or some other, 
denomination ; by ministers, leaders, or people ; by 
the occupants of one, or another, temporal sphere, 
or spiritual office ; by any one, or ten, " names,'* of 
Buch as have " fallen asleep,'' or yet " seem to be pil- 
lars." The grand eminence of our Dispensation is to 
be seen in " The Promises ;" all of which, " in Him 
are Yea ! and in Him, Amen ! unto the glory of 
God by us." (2 Cor. i, 20.) These may suggest 
another allusive fulfilment of the mystic " ladder" 
which stood confest before the sleeping fugitive at 
Bethel, in that most spiritual and felicitous of dreams, 
whose sublimity and sweetness, if attained by several 
other interpretations, seem yet unendangered of ex- 
haustion. It was set up on the earth ; and the top 
of it reached to heaven! (Gen. xxviii. 12.) Once 
above the ground, by the first step in salvation, we 
i^y, from that auspicious hour, continue to advance 
"from faith to feith." Besting firmly upon each 
ascending promise, we may both make sure our pos- 
session of " the present grace wherein we stand," 
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and *' go on to perfection." Each present attam. 
ment is to be but a stepping stone to the next above 
it. The higher we climb in holiness, the more &ir 
and congenial we find the surrounding region ; the 
more intimate, blissful, and transforming, our com- 
mimion with the Sayiour ; the more alluiing the 
prospect of our final consummation in His " Presence, 
(where) is fulness of joy, (and) at (His) right 
hand (where) there are pleasures for eyennorel" 
(Psalm xyi, 11.) Meanwhile, our upward path is com- 
passed by '* the angels of God, ascending and de- 
scending on it," — guarding our head and watching 
our feet — ^probably whispering to our thoughts theiT 
own holy aspirations, or filling the air with ihe/eU 
music of their generous gratulations, and augmented 
praises. 

There have not lacked examples of exalted piety in 
our own communion. Some we may haye known^ 
perhaps possessed in the nearer relations of life, or the 
bonds of sanctified firiendship,of whom it might be said 
that they " ivalked with God r They now " are not ;" 
yet they Uye immortally in our heart of hearts ; and 
we daily feel as though " baptised" for them ! If 
not personally, or denominationally, connected with 
these '^ excellent of the earth," their blessed and 
venerated names have been reclaimed from the spoils 
of the destroyer ; and some of their holy deeds and 
^' divine sentences," are treasured among the archives 
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of the living Church, which rejoices in them as an 
iinsectarian and nniyersal heir4oom, to descend, 
through the biographic page, to future ages ; — " that 
the generation to come might know them, even the 
children who should be bom, who should arise and 
declare them to their children." (Ps. Ixxvui, 6.) 

The front of our chapter is adorned by a passage 
from the Diary of Bbainebb, one of the most de- 
voted and heroic of '^ the sacramental host,*' of 
modem Missionaries. This extraordinary person, 
whose character and worth are, upwards of a 
hundred years after his decease, only the more ad- 
mired and renowned, among all sections of the 
Christian Church, was taken away by a rapid decline, 
before he was thirty years old J His excellent 
biographer, Jonathan Edwards — ^himself an enunent 
divine, and the historian of some of the early, and 
truly glorious, revivals of religion, in the American 
States, — says of Brainerd, *' He was one of dis- 
tinguished natural abilities: he was a minister of 
the Gospel, and one who was called to unusual ser- 
vices in that work, an account of which has already 
been given to the public ; one whose course of religion 
began before the late times of extraordinary reli- 
gions commotion, but yet lived in those times 
and went through them.'' This implied that 
he had "laboured," and others had "entered 
into (his) labours." Yet more, when (under God^ 



144 

he had been enabled to prepare the way for otiier 
labourers, and to ezeite and direct them by his ex- 
ample and system, it was vouchsafed him to see, in 
an incredibly short space of time, and while he was 
yet a young minister, and missionary, numeroiis 
churches planted among the most ignorant, and bar- 
borous tribes then known ! Nor was this, by any 
means, the sum of his success ; but, roused by the 
reports of the astonishing work of Gk)d, of which 
he had been almost the sole instrument among the 
Pagan Indians; and, perhaps, still more, by his 
occasional visits, and stirrii^ appeals ; many of the 
formal and dogmatic children of the Puritan emi- 
grants were seen casting off spiritual sloth, and 
girding themselves anew for the holy war&xe. Be- 
vivala now became ^* the topic^* throughout the 
Colonies ; and the results were only second to those 
which, at the very same time, were taking place in 
the parent country^ under the apostolic ministry of 
the Wesleys, and Whitfield. 

The grand secret of these Ministerial and Mis- 
sionary triumphs, which are, doubtless, iVirSning with 
an ever accumulating power and rapture, *' before 
the throne," and, next to the Pentecostal, stand 
forth as a kind of type of true Evangelism, — high, 
spiritual, and resistless, lay in Brainerd's PtivtUe 
Oratory, No doubt every one " whose spirit God 
has raised," (Ezra i, 8.) to an amended tone of 



145 

gracioiiB desire and hope, will gladly accompany us, 
even a second time, into that unworldly and seques- 
tered spot, sacred to the wrestling prayers, the tears, 
and sighs, and groans, of one of the holiest and 
tiearest of the Lord's servants, for the salvation of a 
lost world ; and to aU the hallowing discipline of 
veliement and protracted, yet secret^ devotion. It 
^were possible to transcribe from a diary, kept so 
exclusively for a mirror of his own heart, that it was 
ipvith the greatest reluctance he consented not to 
destroy the whole, when he was thought to be in a 
dying state, entries of the aboye character, bearing 
cosKsecutive dates, and extending over nearly all the 
years of his ministry. Perhaps, howeyer, the follow- 
ing may suffice for the end we contemplate, which 
is to induee ourselyes and other pastors to become 
greater interceswra for 'die objects of our charge, 
and Ibr smih in general : 

*' Wednesday, April 28, 1742.— Withdrew to my usual plaee 
of retirement in great peace and tranquility, and spent about 
ttpo hours in secret duties. I felt mucli as I did yesterday 
morning, only weaker and mere oyercome. I seemed to 
depend wholly on my dear Lord, and to be entirely weaned 
from sSl otiier dependencies. I knew not what to say to my 
God, co«ld only lean on his bosom, as it were, and breath out 
my desires after a perfect conformity to him in all things. 
Thirsting desires and insatiable longings possessed my sonl 
after perfect holiness. Ood was so precious to my soul, that 
&• world, Yfith sXi its eojoymeats, was infinitely vile. I had 
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no mort ftliM for tlw IkTonr of men than for pebUes. The 
Lord WM my All, and ha oyer ruled all, which greatly delighted 
me. I think my fidth and dependence on God scarcely erer 
rote 10 high. I law Him such a fountain of goodnesa, that it 
teemed impossible I should mistrust Him again, or be any way 
anxious about anything that might happen to me. I now 
eigoyed great satis&ction in praying for absent friends, and for 
the enlargement of Christ's kingdom in the world. Much of 
the power of these diyine enjoyments remained toith me throuffh 
the day,'* 

When a sanctified spirit is no longer sublunary, 
and, therefore, no longer, in any sense, '* subject to 
Tanity," there appears no breach of delicacy in thus 
removing the veil from her most secluded, but, un- 
questionably, her purest and most laudable exercises, 
and allowing them to stand confessed, not only 
before all who may be like-minded, but even before 
a luke-warm and godless generation. For they are 
like the " faith (of) Noah, by the which he (both) 
prepared an ark and condemned the world.*' 
(Hebrews, xi, 7.) 

To every member of the pastorate, however, such 
instances of holy fire upon " the mean altar," of 
another*s heart, ascending in flames of desire, and 
love, and zeal, towards that Heaven from which it 
first descended, must prove more than ordinarily 
instructive and profitable. Let us emulate the hahit ! 
and " immediately confer not with flesh and blood," 
Tfhich are certain to shrink from its seeming severity. 
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and to seek to interfere with its happj and effectiTe 
permanency. 

The itinerant life has brought ns the acquaintance, 
and firiendship, of not a few persons of eminent 
piety and extensive usefulness. Among other 
gracious qualities by which this high order of 
Christians have been ever foimd distinguished, has 
been that of fidelity in the whole of their social 
intercourse. Even a junior member of the pastorate, 
when alone with them, might calculate upon a well- 
timed caution, perhaps a modest reproof, if he were 
apparently in a languishing state of piety, or too 
much addicted to thoughtlessness and flippancy. 
We ourselves, especially in our novitiate, remember 
to have enjoyed, in several places where we exercised 
our ministry, '' a beneficial interest " in the plain 
yet affectionate style, always allowed to these wor- 
tliy *' elders ;" combining the results of profound 
thought, extensive reading, and valuable experience. 
Of such it might be said, " Ye know the man i^d 
Ids communication." (2 Kings, ix, 11.) If, occasion- 
ally, the chair of the censor might appear to be 
taken, it was generally with a real imwillingness ; 
and for one touch of the jealous and faithful caustic, 
you might be certain of a whole box of the urgent 
of respect and love, — ^mild, healing, and precious ! 
'' Let the righteous smite me ; it shall be ^ kindness : 
and let him reprove me ; it shall be an excellent 



148 

•il wliicli shall not break my head." (Psalm czli, 5.) 

'* Mueh beautiftil, and exceUent, and fair, 

Waa Men beneath ihe tun ; Irat nought waa wen 

More beantiftil, or esoeUent, or fidX| 

Than fuce oi/ailK/Ml friend ; fiurest when seen 

In darkest day : and many sounds were sweet. 

Most raTishing, and pleasant to the ear ; 

But sweeter none tiian Toice otfaithfisi friend ; 

Sweet alwa3r8, sweetest heard in londsst atonna. 

Some I remember, and will ne'er foxget ; 

My early friends, friends of my evU day ; 

Friends in my mirth, friends in my misery too. 

Friends giyen by Gk)d in mercy and in lore ; 

My counsellors, my comforters, and guides : 

* in doubt 

My oracles ; my wings in high pursuit. 



These I remember, these telectdst men, 

And would their names record ; but what aTaila 

My mention of their names V 



i*» 



Some of these excellent indiyiduals now **rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them.*' 
(Rev. xiv, 13.) 

'< Before the Throne 
They stand, illustrious 'mong the loudest harps ! 
And will reoeiTC thee glad ! my friend and theirs I 
For all are friends in heaTen, alifaithj%ajritndt / ** 
(PoUoh : Course of Time, Book 6. J 

We may here recall an Incident, not at all 
flattering at the time, yet productire of more 
advantage than a thousand honeyed eomplimenti, 
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and therefore rememfaered with reepect and eateem, 
while all of the latter dosqiiptiou have been evan- 
escent, if not diBgasting. It waa early in our fourth 
year of trayelliog,. and a few months after our ap- 
pointment to the — 1 ' ' ■ circuity that we accom- 
plished a long intended call at the house of one of 
our Leaders. He was not himself within, but we 
were introduced to Mrs. , and quickly 

found ourselves in the presence of *' a Mother in 
Israel." Kind without compliment, she breathed 
an atmof^here of devout piety, and godly zeaL 
The spiritual state of the society was not, at that 
tone, particidarly prosperous ; but she was one of 
those whom the prophet sets forth, under the 
happy figure of " a tree planted by the waters, and 
that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall 
not see wh^i heat cometh, but her leaf shall be 
gieen; and shall not be oarefid in the year of dr<mght^ 
neither shall eease from yielding fruit.'' (Jer. 
xvii. 8.) 

It would have been in vain for the most super- 
ficial talker to have endeavoured to lead this holy 
woman into the barren domain of news, or other 
impertinencies. Neither was it ever a fledling of 
ours to assail the ear of reverend piety especially, 
with the unwelcome harshness of loquacious trifling.* 

* Rov charaeteristie the scene drmwn by Bunyan, between *« FA.ITB- 
f ul" sad ** Talkative :•*— 
" Well then, said Faithfia, what ii that tme tUnr that we thaU at 

s 2 
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Of late we have become increasingly arerse to 
unbend (as it is oalled) even among brethren, and 
equals. The eyes of the young are also ever open ; 
and, if as yet indifferent to religion, they are early, 
and acute, judges of consistency. 

The tendency of the human heart is often the 
inverse of truth and wisdom. The more juvenile 
the pastor, in general the less disposed to be schooled 
into those innumerable exactitudes, which are seldom 
learned except by sitting at the feet of our elders ; 
who are, sometimes, as free as they are observant. 
An unlettered critic, too, may be quite as likely to 
hit the mark, as one of greater refinement, and will 
be less restrained by considerations of taste and 
delicacy. "He that refuseth reproof erreth:" 
(Prov. X. 17.) and it is sinful pride that would take 
imibrage at any sound Mend, who may have been 
wont, for a series of years, to occupy the unthanked 
office of volunteer-lay-tutor to the youn^ preachers 



this time found our discourse upon ? 

Talk. What you will: I will talk of things heavenly or things 
earthly ; things moral or things eTangelical; things sflered or things 
profane; things past or things to come; things foreign or thii^s at 
home; things more essential or things circumstantial ; piovided that 
all be done to oar profit. 

Now did Faithful begin to wonder, and stepping to Christian (for he 
walked all this while by himself) he said to him, but softly. What a 
brave companion have we got! Surely this man will make a very 
excellent pilgrim. 

At this Christian modestly smiled, imd said. This man, with whom 
you are so taken, will beguile with this tongue of his twenty of them 
who know him nut.* 



« 
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successively appointed to the circuit in which he 
resides. 

The principal matter upon which our venerable 
friend Mrs. B. exercised her fidehtj, durii^ our 
brief call, was the state of our own experience, as 
to which she appeared to " stand in doubt ;'* not 
from any thiug exceptionable which she had ob- 
served, or suspected, in us, when out of the pulpit, 
but purely from the character of our preaching. 
" Either" (said she) " we are in a very low state, or 
yott certainly need ano^A^ e^tjp.'" We were spirited 
enough to support the former supposition, and yet 
candidly admitted that the latter, also, was by no 
means groundless. 

Blessed be God! tve have had our fresh immersions 
into the element of divine light, and life, and power, 
r^ieatedlif, since that well remembered interview. 
Nevertheless, at this distant date, and on the last 
evening of the most prosperous year of our ministry 
(while hurrying our page imder the exciting anti- 
cipation of toatoh-night'Solemnities) we are perfectly 
conscious of both an urgent need, and insatiate 
desire, for yet another baptism of the Spirit, — more 
abundant, transforming, and glorious. Such living 
streams of divine influence are identified with the 
dispensation under which we live and preach ; and 
of our great High Priest, through whom they are 
received, it is said— '" For God giveth not the Spirit 
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by meaaure unto him.'^ (John iii, 34.) May the 
purchased and promised gift descend this nighiy || in 
penteoostal plenitude, upon both pastors and con- 
gregations, throughout our beloyed connexion ! 

The aboye searching, yet by no means offensiye, 
allusion to a defect in our pulpit labours, was sup- 
plemented by an almost equally yaluable obseryation 
on the subject of " Historical Parallels," taken from 
the scriptures, and often wire-dravm fiur beyond ^vrhat 
can tend to edification. ^' Be shorter and more 
pointed," said our worthy monitress, " upon Scripture 
characters. For instance, when preaching about 
Dayid, remember it is not Dayid's poor soul that 
wants saying, but the souls of the pecple / " That, 
also, was to us '* as a nail in a sure place." 

Prayer dosed this salutary interyiew ; and ere we 
renewed our oaU, there had been symptoms of reyi- 
yal in the societies both in town and country. For 
this improyed tone, we, in conjunction with our two 
talented colleagues, laboured hard and prayed 
feryently ; and it is probable that eyen those who, 
in times of depression and decrease, might be some- 
what fastidious in their estimate of preaching, would 
be fkr more easily satisfied with inferior discourses, 
deliyered under the inspiring 2sest of a reyiyal. At 
one of the country places, then called Halshaw 
Moor, now Famworth, many wwe " added to the 

II December 31, 1849. 
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chiirch " in the coane of the first winter we passed 

among them ; and the work was as permanent as it 

had been rapid. This was the more remarkable, 

inasmuch as we had been premonished by some of 

the friends residing in the town, not to expect much 

encouragement in our revival efforts at that place, on 

account of the 9oUdy rather than Uvely, type of that 

particular society. For our encouragement, how- 

eyer, a circumstance occurred at our very first 

appointment there, which indicated a movement in 

the direction of co-operatiye zeal. We were in our 

second hymn, and inwardly engaged with our 

Divine Master for some token for good to be TOuch« 

safed during the service, when the Apparitor, or 

Chapel.keeper, who was also a leader, claimed our 

attention to a notice or two which he was in the act 

of depositing upon the ledge of the pulpit. We 

should scarcely have bestowed a thought upon so 

common a circumstance had not a more than average 

interest in the cause of God been depicted on the 

good man*s countenance. He had been in the army, 

and had all that ceremony and deference of manners 

which result from habitual subordination, and ensure 

you against awkwardness and familiarity ; either of 

which, in a person holding this office, is sufficiently 

offensive, and not to be atoned for by age^ or even 

piety. 
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It was evident that the man who so worthily filled 
the situation, at the place and time in question, was 
desirous of whispering something in the ear of his 
new pastor; and on a gentle inclination towards 
him, he commenced ejaculating a brief prayer ! to 
the e£fect of—" May the Lord help you to lay on to 
night ! for there are many strangers and imconyerted 
characters here." Thanking him for his suggestion, 
and responding devoutly to his good invocation, we 
commenced our discourse, in which we had not 
proceeded hi ere there were evident symptoms of a 
gracious influence upon the people. We applied 
our theme, which was a solemn and awakening one, 
to the consciences of both the saved and unsaved, 
and closing the service with an earnest (we might 
almost say cu/onizingj prayer, descended into the 
body of the chapel for the purpose of holding a 
prayer meeting. 

SouU were saved that nighty and the expectations 
of the society raised ; nor did we meet with more 
co-operation in any other part of the circuit than at 
this very place, despite of its former character for 
quietude. Each succeeding Sabbath and week even- 
ing service evinced more and more of the spirit of 
hearing ; and soon the revival became a delightful 
fact J and the ^^ power** attending the ordinances 
seemed to be cumulative and irresistible. The 
young^ especially, had their " hearts opened to attend 



155 

unto the tilings spoken " to them ; and in a few 
weeks "Salvation ! " became the theme and '* song" 
of the neighbourhood. The numerical increase of 
the society was considerable ; and almost equally 
important was the impetus given to the piety and 
zeal of the older members. 

The class conducted by good W C 

participated lai^ly in the blessing and increase ; 
and he was to us, and his other pastors, " as a right 
hand." Such apparitors are, indeed, invaluable; 
whether for the assistance and solace they are able 
to render the pastorate and its co-adjutors, or the 
equally important services they may contribute, in 
many ways, both to our members and hearers, 
attaching numbers more firmly to the sanctuary, 
and even gathering, with their own hands, not a few 
into the fold of Christ. '' I had " (a thousand times) 
*' rather be (such) a door-keeper in the house of my 
God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." 
(Psalm Ixxxiv, 10.) 

" How base the noblest pleasures there ! 

How great the weakest child of thine ! 

His meanest task is all diyine ! 
And Kings and Priests thy serrants are ! " 

C. Wesley. 

Humble, faithful, and enterprising occupants of 
this important, though subordinate, position, might 
be compared to the prophets servant on Mount 
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Carmel, when despatched by his illustrious master 
to observe the omens of the sky, after the three 
years* drought. Elijah himself was *'down upon the 
earth, (with) his face between his knees," iconizing 
with the Almighty on behalf of a perishing people ; 
but, after a mighty, and perhaps protracted, struggle 
in that private oratory, he '* said to his servant — Go 
up now, look toward the sea ! '* To the loftiest 
peak of the mountain he willingly and wistfully 
ascended, but returned with disappointment, saying 
" Ihere is nothing ! " Another impassioned, yea, 
bleeding and resistless, appeal by the prostrate 
Elijah, at the footstool of mercy, and the more than 
ever comforted and confident prophet repeated the 

mandate, saying, — " Go again ! seven 

times ! " Uncounted and unwearied were that 
servant's steps, for 

'< Tis love that makes our cheerful feet 
In swift obedience move." 

His was, undoubtedly, a " free will " service to the 
Lord, his master, and his coimtry. What was the 
reward which crowned his subordinate, yet arduous 
and affectionate, toils, when " it came to pass, at 
the seventh time, that " (running probably at his 
utmost speed, and as over-joyed as he was over- 
heated,) "he said, yea, shouted I — Behold! there 
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's 
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hand!" Blessed servant of a still more blessed 
master ! why shouldst thou be forgotten ? Thy un- 
affected sympathy with the sad condition of an 
oppressed and famishing people, — ^thy visible identity 
with '* the cause," in reference to which thou hadst 
to act thy humble part, — ^thy uncompelled alacrity, 
and unpurchasable love, so clearly evidenced at the 
grand crisis,— thy honest, perhaps vociferous, 
triumph in the magnificent change which foUowed 
" the fervent and effectual prayer of (the) righteous" 
and anointed prophet ; were all most excellent in 
their place and season, and merit the honorable 
mention awarded them upon the sacred page. Be 
it the continual endeavour of each subordinate 
functionary selected to attend upon the servants of 
God, and to wait in his sanctuaries, to emulate 
these high qualities and acts : let them be ever foimd 
at the post of duty, whether on ordinary and stipu- 
lated occasions, or at " special services.^* The state 
of that " comer of the vineyard '* where any one of 
them may serve, and hard by which he may hidaself 
reside, may alternate ; but whether it ergoy settled 
prosperity, or, after a time of spiritual drought, be 
suddenly visited with " showers of blessing,'' " the 
Lord of the vineyard " will not alone recognise 
therein the labours of his more eminent servants, 
but wiU approve and reward those also who may 
have been " faithful in that which is least.'' All 
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who shall haye, in any way, subserved the comfort 
and success of His ministers in particular, may rest 
assured that in " the great day,*' they will, in a 
manner, and to a degree, that will excite the 'wonder 
of angels, of the rest of the saints, and, above all, of 
themselves, "receive (even) a prophet's reward/'' 
(Matt. X, 41.) " Remember me," (may all such 
venture to request, and claim from Him who " is 
not unrighteous to forget,") — " Remember me, O 
my God, ybr my good ! " (Neh. xiii, 31.) 

Our revered patroness, Mrs. B., ought not to be 
denied her meed of felicitation, on account of -what- 
ever degree of amendment, either in our piety or 
preaching, might (under God) result from her can- 
did and prayerfrd counsels. Before we quite dismiss 
the Incident which connects itself with the current 
matter of our last three pages, we may recall yet 
another of those select memorabilia* which this 
" Mother in Israel " was wont to deal out, in pre- 
ference to compliment and common place. Dilating 
still upon the depressed tone of piety then undeniably 
prevalent in our two town congregations ^ she discri- 
minated, with much accuracy, between some who 
appeared alive to this discouraging state of " the 
best things," and others who could look upon it 
with seeming unconcern, or even forget it, so long 
as there was peace in the society, and external or 

• Apposite and impreisive obsenrationg. 



financial prosperity. Of one of the former she 
significantly said, — " I know him to be a sufferer /" 
while singling out a comfortable specimen of the 
latter temperament, she testified her belief that he 
was "no sufferer /" We felt not a little soothed 
when, in the opinion of this observant and 
" spiritual " person, we were allowed to rank with 
these — 

** Sufferers in his righteous cause, 
Followers of the dying God.'* 

On all occasions would we make the cause of God 
our own, — ^adapting our prompt and gushing sympa- 
thies to the oft varying fortunes of '' the ark of the 
covenant ;** being of a "sad countenance," like 
Nehemiah, (even in the presence of the king,) so 
long as Zion languishes; but caught up into the 
Redeemer's raptures, whenever permitted, like Him- 
self at the return of "the seventy," to "behold 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven ! " 

If there be any one department of Christian cha- 
racter in which the personal habitudes of a pastor 
mTWt necessarily give the key-note to his ministra- 
tions, it is that of his closet exercises; whether 
frequent or infrequent, intense or perfunctory. Let 
him abandon the private oratory, and the study (so 
called) may be over-stocked with books, but it will 
be empty of God ; a plethora of learning may co- 



160 

exist with a vacuum of grace ; the ambassador of 
Christ maj boast of his '* credentials," yet lack a 
** message ;*' the truths of religion may be under- 
stood and classified for oral delivery, and the 
memoriter trick may surprise the ear of the many, 
but *' spiritual " judges will look in vain for '* the 
abundance of the heart." Verbosity is indeed but 
seldom found united with " the miction of preaching," 
for which it may be said to have no affinity. 

The parlour exhibits more of character than the 
pulpit. The style of the latter is professional and 
sacred, — ^that of the former, more strictly natural. 
What a pastor is he may be expected to appear in 
company. If wanting in reparte^, he is allowed 
influence. Another might be deemed stiff in decUn- 
ing all games, and other levities ; but ke will scarcely 
ever be interfered with ; and, if not dogmatic, may 
almost rule the conversation. Here is the test ! If 
*' a man after God's own heart," he will endeavour 
to enlist social intercourse *' on the Lord*s side," — 
to entwine the chaplet of friendship aroimd that 
head which was once crowned with '^ thorns," and 
by the urbanities and charities of which he is him- 
self composed, constrain every one to take 
'' knowledge of (him) that he has been with Jesus." 

Never, beloved brethren ! let us ascend the pulpit 
(even on a week-night) without having first Mfilled 
that solemn resolve of the prophet, — '* I will stand 
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Upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will 
watch to see what He will say unto me, and what I 
shall answer when I am reproved.'" (Hab. ii, 1.) 
Never let us venture into society without having first 
sought to be '^ anointed with fresh oil/' the savour 
of which cannot be hid, but shall both disseminate 
itself through the brief period of our sojourn, and at 
our departure be left behind us. It is this habitual 
reception and dif^ion of " the grace of our Lord, 
which is exceeding abundant with &ith and love,'' 
that — 

'' As servants of the Lord Most High ! 
As zealous for his glorious name ! '* 

shall best become us every where, and, both during 
life and alter our decease, can alone cause the name 
of any of us to be " much set hy,'* (1 Sam. xviii, 30.) 
Of all the frmctions of the pastorate, imdoubtedly 
the deepest solemnity, and the richest efficacy, may 
be awarded to the dispensation of the Two Sacba- 
ments. The province of our annotations being 
rather domiciliary than congregational, we must 
pursue our topic among those special and exiraordu 
nary ministrations of these holy rites, which, in 
cases of emergency, have to be performed in private. 
In some neighbourhoods, applications for private 
baptisms are numerous, and require to be thoroughly 
sifted before they are acceded to ; otherwise there 
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may be many needless journeys imposed upon a 
burdened pastor, and the solemnity itself may be 
greatly and g^tily disparaged. It were well to 
baye the godly rule * of our connexion on this sub- 
ject occasionally rebearsed in our congiegations, or 
society meetings. 

Mortal sickness in any in&nt (when duly certified) 
is a sufficient caU upon a pastor to use all convenient 
dispatch in reaching the scene, lest its dying un- 
baptized should exacerbate parental anguish, and, 
under the stem regime of some worshipper of ** the 
rubric," endanger Christian burial. 

Appeals of this description often find us little 
prepared as to the requisite leisure. If not absorbed 
in study, one is almost sure to be setting out for a 
country appointment in an opposite direction. We 
were in the former of these predicaments on one 
occasion when our services were requested on behalf 
of " one of these little ones.'* It was in Manchester, 
where, as in all crowded communities, the loss in 
infant life is immense. The messenger (as is too 
often the case) was a mere child, and the information, 

* " Let the ordinaiice of baptism, if possible, be always administered 
in the publio congregation. And the Conference farther directs, that 
it be administered not at the close of the public service, but hefktre the 
sermon; and, in general, that it be administered only to the children 
of our own members, and those of our regular hearers." JPrieate 
administration is to be confined to " cases where children cannot be 
brought to the house of God, and where, thete are circumstances of 
^eat emergency, which will not allow the administration to be con- 
venlenUy delayed."~&nn(irod*« Compettdiutn, pape 18. 
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consequently, more meagre than it ought to have 
been, under circumstances of great and (as the event 
proved) extreme urgency. Such a summons could 
scarcely have come less opportunely ; nevertheless, 
tearing ourselves from our endeared seclusion, 
we made hasty strides towards the part of the town 
indicated. The distance might be a mile, and the 
route was tortuous enough, terminating in a narrow 
courts Once in sight, we could perceive the parti- 
cular dwelling of which we were in search, by the 
open door, and other symptoms of bustle and 
expectation. Our arrival had indeed been waited 
for in the most painful suspense ; for the poor infant 
had begun to die before the idea of sending for " the 
nearest minister" had been at all entertained. 
Bapidly entering the house, we found the object of 
our mission in the article of death ! nay, it was a 
question if it had not breathed its last sigh at the 
instant we crossed the threshold ! " Poor lamb ! 
its gone ! " decided more than one voice. " Aye, it 
is," burst from several others, with faces pendent, 
and tears streaming. " Are you sure ? " interposed 
a half-dissentient, whose hesitancy we were inclined 
to second, from a sincere wish to discharge the 
function (albeit without fee) which, with such 
expeditious steps, had brought us thither. It was 
indeed a problem which another minute might for 
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ever aolve,— whether that tranquil clay were yet 
tenanted, or — 

" DetUh had swifter wings than love." 

We took the advantage of a doubt ; and discermng 
a slight movement of the parted lips, we dashed the 
holy element over the passive head and closing lids, 
and pronouncing aloud the solemn words of the bap- 
tismal office, admitted into the living church one to 
whom, at the same moment, the portals of Heaven 
were thrown wide open ! By the time we had con- 
cluded a brief extempore prayer, the very last tie to 
mortality had been '* dissolved," andihe unconscious 
object of our ministration had been ushered into the 
presence of that Saviour, who hath so sweetly 
declared that " of such is the kingdom of God." 
(Luke, xviii, 16.) 

Precision <m to the address of parties applying for 
pastoral services is of the utmost importance; — 
whether as it regards economy of time, or the 
avoidance of mutual disappointment and vexation. 
Thousands of persons will admit (and with the least 
possible remorse) that they have " the worst memory 
in the world for names ; '' and to this general want, 
junior domestics in ministers' families, to whom 
messages at the door are often confided, do not pre- 
sent an exception. You shall be duly apprised (when 
the messenger has gone !) that you are desired to go 
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and " pray by *' Buch a person, in street, (I've 

quite forgot the street, sir !) near to such a factory, 
sign, or opening ; or it may even be in the country. 
All in vain may you cross-examine in order to elicit 
further references. Either you must sally forth on 
an expedition of discovery, or postpone the case for 
more ample directions, which, alas ! (if obtained) 
may prove for ever too late ! 

One of the most gaUing chases to which were ever 
subjected, through a mal-direction, had to be endu- 
red one Sabbath morning ! Scarcely had we risen, 
when a knock at the door of our dormitory startled 
us from the train of thought which, after a short 
night (as our Saturday nights, maugre every resolve 
to the contrary, almost always are) we were endea- 
vouring to resume. We were informed that a child, 
born only an hour before, was expected to die " every 
minute ; " and, consequently, required instant 
haptism. 

The &ther brought the request; and the domestic, 
by whom it was reported, happened to be a thought- 
ful, experienced person. Scrupulously attentive to 
our " standing order " on that subject, she had 
requested the party to " describe " himself in full. 
Like many in other departments, both spiritual and 
secular, the good man was impatient of such *^ mere 
technicalities ; " and, instead of allowing the servant 
to write down the few needful particulars, he had 
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cut the matter short by mentioning the street orUy ; 
and (as a much better plan to prevent mistakes) he 
would himself " stand sentry *' at the front of the 
court where he resided. A more *' wooden " sub- 
stitute for a succinct statement of the name, calling, 
street, court, and nmnber, could scarcely have been 
invented than that which our unprofessional friend 
innocently, but perniciously, threw down ; and, if 
the reader do not pity his ignorance, it will be 
because the entire stock in hand of that precious 
emotion will have been pre-judged in favour of 
ourself. 

As a matter of willing duty we made all possible 
speed, and not ten minutes after the anidous appli- 
cant left our door, were on our way towards the 
spot where he had promised to station himself. No 
doubt he had returned to his little distressed habita- 
tion, without a minute's delay ; and, learning that 
his poor babe not only stiU breathed, but appeared 
to be *^^bit better" had, at the first impulse of 
&tigue, induced by the circumstances of the by-gone 
night, sat down and ensconced himself in a comer 
close to the fire. Here a degree of drowsiness over- 
took him, and he forgot his pastor as soon as the 
urgency of the case had somewhat abated. He 
might, or he might not, have been " caught napping" 
if we could have, by any means, ascertained where 

* Noitbambrian phrue for a little- 
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he lived. But "there (was) the rub" indeed! 
We were upon the pavement of a long narrow street, 
whose numerous inhabitants were in general yet 
asleep in their beds, and without any idea as to the 
part (whether towards the top or the bottom, on 
this side or the other) at which to commence our 
enquiries. Worst of all, — ^we had no name to give 
to any party whom we might meet with ! 

The town was Monkwearmouth ; and, so far as 
regards the higher and modem part of it, few in the 
North will be found to surpass it in comfoit and 
respectability. The compliment cannot, however, 
be extended to the old town, which consists of 
numerous streets irregularly sloping towards the 
quay side. Not only are the houses of an inferior 
description, but, owing to the number and poverty 
of the sea-&ring population, by whom alone they 
are tenanted, each is sub-divided into numerous 
dwellings. You must ascend several stories, and 
reckon upon two or three distinct habitations at each 
landing, the interior of which may probably be 
found to consist of but a single room, with a mere 
partition.* 

• We have the more reason to be acquainted with the confined and 
unhealthy locality referred to above, in consequence of having taken an 
appointment, in association with the Rev. J. Fishbb, an estimable 
minister of the Scotch (Secession) Church, to visit every family in an 
extensive district, for purposes entirely spiritual and unsectarian. It 
was in conformity with an arrangement made by the local committee 
of the '* Evangelical Alliance," which comprehended ministers of almost 
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Our first quarter of an hour was passed in prome- 
nading the rude causeway on either side, so as to 
ensure the challenge we momentarily expected from 
our self-appointed Look-out ; but all bootless was 
that afPectionate and laborious precaution. 

" So let (not) the ports be guarded ; keep your duties, 
As I haye set them down. If I do send, despatch 

every denomination. Districts were judiciously apportioned, and the 
brethren were appointed ** two by two," always of distinct congref^- 
tions. The movement extended to "both sides of the water;** and 
10,000 copies of an admirable Address, prepared by the Bev. William 
Horton, Wesleyan Minister, were distributed in as many families in the 
short space of three months. In the district to which it was the 
writer's happiness to be appointed, himself or colleague read the 
scriptures, and offered up a prayer, in each homet being* about 200 in 
number. The name of the head of the family, the number of children, 
the place of worship (if any) which the family professed to attend, the 
Sabbath-school to which the children were sent, and other particulars, 
were all ascertained, and inserted in the schedule with which we had 
furnished ourselves. It was not uncommon for those who were visiting 
on one side of a street to come into exhilarating contact with brethren 
whose distTict embraced the one opposite. The surprise and joy of the 
members of ouy respective churches, when they saw their own beloved 
pastor in company with one of another congregation, coming under 
(what they thought) " their unworthy roof," must have been witnessed 
in order to be appreciated. Many were the sick whom we found on a 
" bed of languishing,** whose friends had neglected to send for any 
Siiinister, but whom it was our happy and seasonable task to conned 
and comfort. Once a week the united pastorate of the entire place, 

minus only the , met to rehearse their mutual toils ; and. in 

reporting progress, one of us had not ux^requently to apprise another 
of the name and residence of some poor " backslider," who had acknow. 
ledged himself to have once belonged to the church of the latter, and 
whom it had been the endeavour of the two pastors who had visited 
him, to persuade immediately to " return ** to his proper fold, and to 
*' the Shepherd and Bishop of (his) soul." A considerable amount of 
good arose from this Ptutoral Cof\feder<tey and Qfvsade against Sin, 
Apathy, and Bigotrt ! With such a sample before us of the harmo- 
nious and beneficent working of united counsels, in order to the apread 
of ** the common salvation,*' who will be so " evil affected ** and 
malapert as to affirm that •• the AUiance can lead to nothing practical ?" 
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Those sentries to our aid ; the rest will senra 
For a short holding ! If we lose the field, 
We cannot keep the town." 

Sheer exhaustion, like the feigned music of 
Mercury, hy which the first Aboits was said to have 
been laid asleep, had decided the present position of 
the erewhile anxious, but now partly assured, father. 

What was to be done ? Were we to return home 
forthwith? Certainly! insisted our first impulse. 
It may be a hoax ! Bah ! ! 

. • . a . . 

But were we correct as to the street ? Yes, there 
was the broad type above us ; and two of one name 
were not to be imagined in so small a town. The 
morning was cold, so we felt boimd to move about, 
and equally confident that it was no duty of ours to 
remain any longer in a position so unwonted and 
tmworthy. StiU, the question returned, — if it were 
no duty^ might it not be an act of mercy ? Possibly 
there might have been some mistake on the part of 
the man himself, or in the reporting of his message ; 
or he might have found the babe so nearly gone, as 
to have been induced to leave the appointed spot, 
and retrace his steps towards our own residence, 
in the hope (however imnecessary) of stimulating 
our movements. There were more ways than one 
by which he might have missed meeting us ; and, 
with a father's heart of our own beating warmly 
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within us, we quite excused the supposed errantry 
of his pious zeal for his child's welfare, and took 
another stretch along the pavement. More precious 
minutes went ; and some of the inhabitants had, by 
this time, risen, and here and there a blind was 
drawn up, or a door opened. 

Now, from our schooLdays, we have always been 
wishful to prove old Virgil in error, in that one line 
of the ^neid, in which he characterizes the members 
of the sacred profession as — 

" Genus irritabile Tatum :" * 

and not few have been our opportimities of confuting 
bim from among the clergy, both of our own and 
other denominations, thousands of whom might 
truthfully take up that noble protestation of the 
great apostle, — " Therefore / endure all things for 
the elects' sake, that they may also obtain the salva- 
tion which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory." 
(2 Tim. ii, 10.) So may it be with each member 
of the Christian pastorate ! 

"BeinaU alike resigned ! 
Jesus' is a patient mind." 

Among many apt and valuable admonitions, on 
this subject, which might be quoted from the pens 
or lips of experienced divines, we remember one in 
particular which we heard, but a few years ago, 

• The irritable race of the priesthood. 
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fh>iii a yenerated muiister in our own Conferencei 
The occasion was when a senior, and otherwise 
TTorthy, brother was leaving his circuit, at the end 
of one year, on ** remonstrance." Had this been a 
solitary instance duriqg his itinerancy, the desired 
** change '* might hav^ passed in silence. Unhappily 
there had been scTonl such ; and as the objection 
had been the same in each instance, viz. — extreme 
excitabilify of temper, it was thought right to warn 
the rising pastorate against the indulgence of so 
dangerous an infirmity. Addressrog those who 
were on the point of being *' Mly received," and 
others whose habit of feeling was not yet Mly 
moulded, the very influential speaker above referred 
to said, with great emphasis, — '' Take care of your 
tempers while you are young ! as you grow older 
your trials will increase ; and unless your minds and 
hearts have been gradually disciplined, as by " the 
patience of Jesus Christ," under your minor exercises, 
you will find yourselves altogether disqualified to 
perform the more exciting, and oft vexatious, duties 
which are sure to await you in your future ministry, 
and more advanced years." " A word spoken in due 
season, how good is it/" (Prov. xv, 23.) 

It was (with us) no minor triiunph of pastoral 
patience to be enabled, through grace, to endure so 
annoying a failure in punctuality, both as to time 
and place, on the part of an individual whom w«^ 
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liad nerer seen, and were sincerely seeing to serre. 
Besides, the early hours of a minister's Sabbath 
belong pre-eminendy to tke ebureb, for wboae 
general service it beboves bim to be tben closeted 
with his Divine Master, rather than wandering in 
the streets. 

It now occurred to us that some of the neigblKnirs 
might be able to funush a clue to the case ; which 
dernier resort had not been hitherto available, cm 
account of the non-conclusion of their slumbers. 
Here, however, the namelessness of the applicant 
proved a new perplexity. But the enquiry once 
started, several became interested in our mission ; 
and no little consultation took place from open tout* 
daws ! and opposite aides of tke street ! I z& to who 
the party could be that required a service so peculiar 
at our hands. It shortly appeared that not a matron 
among them had any information respecting a hkih 
of recent date in that part of the town. 

We were in the act of turning upon our tired 
heel, and wishing these civil " women people " * 
good morning, when we espied a young man taking 
his stand at an " open,*' at some distance from where 
we stood. Rapid was our pace towards him, and 
his eye brightened at our approach. It was the 
individual whose non-appearance at his post, during 
the last half-hour, had occasioned so much toil and 

• Northern idom for the better lex. 
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confusion. On interrogating him as to the cause of 
his protracted alibi, he would haye fain persuaded 
ufl that '* he never thought of seeing us there sq 
soon J ^* A little dubious, yet not sulleny we followed 
to his poor little domicile, and performed the sacred 
office required by his afflicted infant. It did not die 
that day ! nor subsequently (that we ever heard of) 
during our stay in the circuit ! ! Probably it may 
be yet living ; and if so, may it receive the blessing 
tnJuU which, it is hoped and believed, might result 
from that pastoral service extraordinary y which 
marked its admission into "the bond of the 
covenant ! '' 

In dismissing the topic of private haptismy we may 
adventure a hint to junior members of the pastorate, 
respecting a prompt and exact registration of the 
name of each infEmt whom they may be caUed, in 
this way, to receive into the Church. " Honour aU 
men!'' yea, let even the pimiest and sickliest 
participant of both " the offence " and its omnipre- 
sent and glorious antidote,—" the free gift (which 
also) came upon aU meny^ be distiaguished by a 
name, " tcritfen among the living in Jerusalem." 
(Isaiah, iv, 3.) Besides, the child may live after all. 
It is not many months since we were applied to for 
a copy of the register of one who, thirteen years 
before, had been privately " named," (on the ground 
of supposed danger) but was now a youth, requirint» 
the certificate of his birth and baptism. 
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Every pastor, in the course of his attendance upon 
the inTalid members of his flock, will be certain to 
meet with individuals who will be desirous, and 
** worthy," of partaking (privately) of the Lord's 
supper. Protracted absence from **the gates of 
Zion " may weU justify a pious yearning for what- 
ever spiritual privileges may be consistently 
dispensed in the *^ dwellings of Jacob;" for the 
latter also " the Lord loveth." (Psalm Izxvii, 2.) 

The directions prefixed to **the order for the 
communion of the sick," as used in the Church of 
England, contain one or two principles whose 
inherent wisdom may well conmiend them to general 
observance. " If,'' it is said, *' the sick person be 
not able to come to the church, and yet is desirous 
to receive the communion in his house, then he 
must give timely notice to the curate, signifying, 
also, how many there are to communicate with him, 
(which shall be three, or two at least) and having a 
convenient place in the sick man's house, with all 
things necessary so prepared that the curate may 
rwerentkf minister^ he shall there celebrate the Holy 
Conmiunion." 

. The " timely notice " demanded might be c(m- 
sidered apposite to every case of affliction occurring 
in a congregation, as it would both supply the 
requisite information, and indicate an " cpen door,'* 
This ancient rule certifies the high standard of 
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common sense enjoyed by our kncestors, which, we 
regret to observe, has, in this matter, been supplanted 
by an imthrifty and desultory usage, that leaves 
the most urgent pastoral cases to ooze out as they 
best may, and would seem to require even itinerant 
pastors to be either always '* on change^*' or remain 
ignorant of some of the most important statistics 
belcfiiging to their sacred and benevolent vocation. 
Let " timely notice " then be given " to the Curate:" 
mere nunour is a non-conductor. 

Neither is it unimportant for us to follow the 
same venerable authority, as to the selection of a 
few ** worthy'' fellow-commimicants ; in order to 
realize the beautiful idea, and cardinal doctrine, of 
" the communion " (Ma.ok:night, ' Joint Participa- 
tion;) " of the body and blood of Christ/' (1 Cor. 
X, 16.) The same law of communication, or con- 
sociation, at the table of the Lord, is supposed to 
have been further alluded to in that felicitous 
expression, which occurs at a more advanced sti^e 
of the great apostle's continued argument respecting 
the unity of the church, — '* and have been all made 
to drink into one spirit." (1 Cor. xii, 13.) The 
learned commentator above quoted has the following 
note on this clause : '^ In supposing that the apostle, 
in this expression, alluded to the drinking of the 
cup in the Lord's supper, I have followed 
Theophylact, or rather the apostle himself, who 



(chap. Xf 1?) nakos the pwrticipatioii of the bread 
and wine in the aupper, a symbol of the oommuni- 
oanta being partakers of the same yirtuoas 
dispositions, and of the same means of increasing 
those dispositions, and of their sharing in the same 
hope of pardon." It is added, — " For the body is 
na4 one member but many.'' (14t;.) In yain then 
would a solitary recipient of the saered elements 
look around for the appointed tokens of a kindred 
fiuth, and a mutual love. Nay, he cannot himself 
'< thew/orth the Lord's death," to any such effect at 
least as he desires and yearns after ! Let not then 
this precious myatery ever be denuded of its chosen 
witnesses,— its reciprocal pledges, — ^its social zeaL 
" Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them :" (Matt, xviii 
20) and several hearts, drawn closer by the bond 
of sympathy in its more than wonted tension, can- 
not in vain be placed together upon that ^^ altar 
which sanctifieth the gift." Their desires after the 
Saviour become more vehement, as each enquires of 
the other, — " Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth ?" 
Their ^^ faith groweth exceediogly," as they support, 
corroborate, and assure each other. Their h^e nxingles 
like the sweet odours of '' ointment poured forth." 
It may have been long prepared,-**' tempered 
together, pure jmd holy,'' — ^yet confined by the Ud of 
an unfelt knowledge. But now / is a worthy oooaaiOB 
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for produdflig this precious, and divine, composition; 
and its treasures are, all at once, liberated, being 
'* shed abroad in (each) heart," and pervading the 
place itself with a delightful, and well-nigh over- 
powering, element. Their ^oy in the Lord swells by 
concert, like many voices and harps in unison. 
Should the one suffering member be apparently near 
" the valley," the interposing " veil " becomes pro- 
portionably thin ; and *' the power of an endless life," 
testified of by lips destined, ere long, to be mute in 
death, is felt thrilling in the kindred bosoms of all 
present. Even '*he that is feeble among them at 
that day shall be as David, and the house of David," 
(the most advanced in piety, and the mightiest in 
&ith,) shall, at this extraordinary season^ be carried 
far beyond themselves, and 

" Trampling down sin, hell, and death/' 

shall emulate the triumphs of " the Captain of our 
Salvation ;" and employing His Name as the Watch- 
word of Victory! shall be " as (the mouth of) God, 
as the angel of the Lord before them !* ' (Zeck. xii. 8.) 
And why should not the most blest of them all — ^the 
most richly anointed from on high, — ^the mightiest 
in fidth, and most overwhelmed with joy, — ^be the 
officiating Pastor himself? For aU such " labours of 
love," and "Pastoral services extraordinary,'' 
appear directly overshadowed by that most benignant 
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promise, — '* He that wateretb shall be watered also 
himself/' (Prov.xi, 25.) 

How desirable it is that these select Eucharistic 
serrices should more generally illumine the belieyer's 
dying chamber ! Nor is it esteemed, and beloved, 
members of the Church, who should be exclusively 
selected for this mark of Pastoral attention. Others 
may more imminently ne^i^ prompt and compassicNiate 
aid in their last affliction. And if there be one 
class who, above aU others, behove to be followed by 
the Shepherd, tracked to their sick rooms, and, when 
found, tenderly cherished, and plied with every 
restorative provided in the Gospel, it is that of poor 
hacksliders. Saint Jude evidently refers to this 
unhappy, and oft neglected, class, and records a truly 
affecting plea for the use of the most energetic, yet 
discriminative, measures for their restoration. '* And 
of some," (he says,) ''have compassion, making a 
difference. And others save with fear, pulling them 
out of the fire !" (xxii. 3.) Now, we submit that no 
backslider can he said to he formally^ and properly 
restored^ who is not re-admitted to the Commumon o/ 
the Church, 

In the autumn of 1847, we were induced to an- 
nounce at a Society meeting in S , the place of 

our residence, our earnest wish (as far as possible) to 
meet the claims of the sick, whether belonging to the 
Society in Congregationi including any members of 
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familtet in stated, or occasional, attendance on our 
ministry ; and, as it was a watering place, extending 
the oyerture to such invalid-yisiters as might be of 
the Wesleyan persuasion, otherwise desirous of our 
services. Whilst, however, " magnifying,'' and, as it 
were, advertizing, this part of our " office," we were 
not less particular in requiring the JvU address in 
toriting of every one whom we might be desired to 
call upon. 

The announcement took effect. Not the 
least interesting applications were several presented 
on behalf of visiters ; who, confined to their 
lodgings, distant from their own Pastors, and requir- 
ing more than ordinary spiritual solace, were, above 
measure, glad to be attended by a Resident Minister 
of their own denomination. 

' One of these was from the late Mrs. G. of , 

near Manchester ; an excellent leader in our Con- 
nexion ; and one whose deep piety, personal toils m the 
cause of God, and marked hospitality to his Ministers, 
together with the munificent contributions of herself 
and fiunily, to the funds of Wesleyan Methodism ; 
rendered her one of the most worthy objects of Pas- 
toral sympathy and attendance, to whom it was 
possible to have been introduced. We had several 
interviews with her, and experienced a high gratifi- 
cation in ministering to the spiritual comfort of one 
who had herself been " a succourer of many." It 
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was not ordaiiied thai the ialufarious air of 
oombiiied with the utmost medioal skill, should 
arrest the progress of her complaint ; and, in a few 
months after her return home, this inestimable lady 
was removed to that thrioe happy world, in which 
she had long had her '* conversation.''* 

But the most beneficial consequence which resulted 
from this public tender of our pastoral services to 
the afflicted, was an introduction which it forthwith 
occasioned us to a Mr. ft———, a haokdider^ and 
who, in the place of his former residence, had beea 
a leader in our society. He had occupied a respec- 
table station in life, having been a timber merchant, 
builder, &c., and had always borne an irreproachable 
eharacter. Misfortunes had, however, lowered upon 
bis declining years, and he was under the necessity 
of retiring into a more humble q^ere. He removed 
to S ■, and being a man of cultivated mind, 

was able to commence a school. In this compara- 
tively obscure situation he was little known. 
Besides, the habits of watering places are peculiarly 
un£Btvourable to infyvductioiMy nor can even Wedeyaa 
circles be quoted as any remarkaUe exertion to 
this general social frigidity. We met with an 
instance in which a respectable widow-ladj, who 
had been a member of society for thirty years in the 

* To this necessarily imperfect reference to departed female esod* 
lence, of the highest order, we have only to add the endeared naineo' 
Oarttang. 
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(own ^m which she cam^^ but who, after remoying 
to S , was allowed to attend the Wesleyan 

Chapel, and even to occupy a seat generally in the 
minister's pew, for seyeral months, without being 
once spoken to by any one in or out of authority ! 
And it was only by stress of spiritual " hunger " 
that she broke through this '^ stone wall " of a 
morbid exdusiveness, and made her own way into a 
private house, where she had heard that one of the 
classes was accustomed to meet. Unfortimately our 
Mend, Mr. R., had come into the same chilling 
atmosphere, in a depressed state of mind as well as 
circumstances; and after in vain waiting for the 
" right hand of fellowship '* to be volunteered 
towards him,' he gradually gave way to the counsel 
of the great enemy, and made no effort to establish 
his claim even to private membership. Months, 
yea, years I rolled on ; and whilst his excellent wife 
met regularly in class, he but left the fiatigidng and 
ill-paid duties of each day, to sit down in a soHtary 
comer of his dwelling, or pace the sullen and inter- 
minable shore, without one spiritual friend to assist 
to break the spell of darkness and unbelief by which 
he had become enthralled. 

About the time of our arrival at S— — , Mr. R. 
was attacked by the illness which was commissioned 
to take his life ; and nothing could have been more 
opportune than the warm offer we were induced to 

F 
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make, on the yery fint Sabbath eyening on which 
we met our new flock,-*of onr unworthy services 
(on appUcaiionJ in all such cases. 

The following forenoon brought a re<]uest (in 
toritmgj that we would call upon the sujBTerer, and 
we were not long in obeying it. We foimd the 
poor man confined to bed, and in much pain. The 
complaint began in one heel, and gradually extended 
to other parts of the system, resisting all the efforts 
of medicine ; and, at his age, which was upwards of 
sixty, leaving little hope of recovery.* Our first 
interview with him convinced us that he was as " a 
bruised reed,'' and as ^* smoking flax," and, there- 
fore, to be not '* broken," but sustained, — mi 
" quenched," but re-vivified. (Matt, xii, 20.) Tbe 
restoratiye process had, indeed, more than com- 
menced ; and we directed him to anticipate a signal 
interposition of the Redeemer's mercy and power on 
his behalf, even "judgment trnto victory !"— the con- 
summate display of the " healing art " of the Good 

* We believe the name of this distressincr complaiiitto be Nbu&aloia- 
But a few weeks ago a youth, residing at Ocker-hill, in this, circoit,— 
not quite 15 years of age, but of deep piety, and more than ordinary 
promise, — ^was attacked by it, and in one week beeame its victim I The 
event has plunged a large circle into deep sorrow, in which a Pastor, 
who took great interest in him, may be permitted to unite. WooM 
that the bereaved parents of this beloved youth might derive but a small 
measure of consolation from this sympathetic, and tributary, allusioDto 
the fate and virtues of Gbobob Etnov. He died January 19, 1850. 
•• The days of Ms youth hast Thou shortened /**— (Psalm Ixxzix, 46.) 
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Physician upon his ''siii-sick soul;" the glad 
termination of all his 

" SoiTows, and siiis, and doabte, and feaia;" 

and the final '^ bruising of Satan under (his) feet." 
Thrice welcome were these diyine cordials to his 
drooping spirits; and soon the name of Christ 
appeared to resume its ancient power over his entire 
feelings and character.. He that ''hateth putting 
away," receives with a km each returning prodigal; 
as though He had reserved the exuberance of His 
mercy for the most rebellious ; and the most abun- 
dant tokens of His pardoning love for those who, by 
a wanton prodigality, have forfeited their spiritual 
inheritance. It was thus that the voice of " the 
trumpet throughout the land" of Israel was 
appointed to usher in, with loudest gratulations, 
*' the year of jubilee." (Lev. xxv, 9.) Who can 
sound the depth of the divine affection towards the 
unhappiest class oi offenders ? — ^the self-banished ! 
self-destroyed ! " twice-dead ! " "I wiU heal their 
backsliding, (saith the Lord): I will love them 
freehf,'* (Hosea, xiv, 4.) " At that time will I bring 
you again, even in the time that I gather you : for 
I will make you a name and a praise among all 
people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord." (Zeph. iii, 20.) 

Each successive visit to the backslider's sick room 
evidenced the genuineness of his repentance, and the 
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rapidly increasing preparation of his heart to receive 
the Saviour, once more and for ever^ in aU his offices. 
Although *^ the light that was in him," and whicli, 
in the discharge of his beneficent office of class- 
leader, had often cheered and directed the path of 
others, had become ^* darkness," it was now seen to 
revive, as the inspiring ray of divine mercy 

" Pierced the gloom of sin and grief/' 

and fell, in aU its pristine energy, upon his suseepti. 
ble and longing spirit. It was truly a fine spectacle 
for his family and friends, and, not least, for his 
Pastor, to behold him once more " light in the 
Lord/* 

Of all '' the times of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord,'' vouchsafed in the course of oai 
attendance upon this restored backslider, the one 
best remembered was when, according to arrange- 
ment, we adnunistered to him the tokens of the 
Saviour's dying love. 

Besides two " worthy '* communicants belcmging 
to his own family, and one or more of . their 
select friends, we took with us one of the elass- 
leaders, with whom we negotiated for the immediate 
entiy of the sick-man's name into his elaas-book. 
.^ji^^is no merely traditional importance which, as 
Wesleyans, w.e attach to the formal record of chureh- 
membership. When at the first oul^imng of the 
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Spirit, itis sadd " the Lord added to the church daily 
such as .should be (Weeleyr^' as *toere ' ) saved," 
(Acts, ii, 47,) we deem each word of the passage 
emphatic and prescriptive ; and feel compelled to 
regard the veiy statistics of the primitive church 
as an " ordinance ' of God." The imparallekd 
rapidity of the spirit's work,, in the conversion of 
sinners, was traced by the triumphant, eye of the 
glorified Eedeemer ; 'who, in infinite wisdom and 
eomplacendy, ordained an enrolment of his visible 
clmrch, which should constitute a perfect duplicate 
of " The Book of Life." Nor ought auy of " the 
saved *' ever to remain unconneoted with the chureh* 
" Of ZioN it shall be said. This and that man was 
^rn in her / '* (Psalm Ixxxviii, 5.) And we may 
unpropriate' the name and charter of the ancient 
" city of God " upon the * ever widening domain cf 
^e spiritual church, embracing each scene of true 
conversion, and each birth-place of precious souls. 
Of such are the chanibers of affliction^ to which the 
Christian Pastor, and hiis devoted co-adjutors, are so 
often dispatched, Hke Ananias to the place where 
Sanl of Tarsus. lay prostrate, and in which (as in his 
^e) " the scales " have &llen from many " eyes^ 
(Acts ix, 18.) If sickness be so frequently signalized 
oy evangelical penitence, and a saving change, until 
then d^enred and disregarded ; and by " grace 
abounding to the chief of sinners ;'* why may not 
f2 
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these happ7 results be certified, as in other eases, 
by a visible wakm with the people of God, and (as 
fbr as oireumstances will allow) hy ^a good professioii 
before nuuij witnesses ? '* 

The return of the Ptodigal was deemed worthy of 
celebration in proportion to the destitation and 
misery from which he had escaped. And wkn 
painful and dai^erous illness has occasioned aay 
careless sinner, or poor hackdider^ to '^ come to liim- 
self," and to ** arise and go to (his) Father f then 
ought the rapturous embrace with which we are 
assured that AU-mercifiil Father has received bim, 
and the loud and long gratulations of the heayenly 
hosts, whose simultaneous delight is enkindled 
because they "do always behold His fAcx," to 
stimulate the church on earth to co-jubilant demon- 
strations. Where is the '^ elder brother " who will 
refuse to go in?'' It would seem that his staid 
qualities need diyesting of their sternness ; and his 
self-esteem, and c^a-eyangelism, rectifying by a 
more asmmilatiTig sense of the sovereign, and illimi- 
table, mercy of our common Parent. (Luke xv, 32.) 

" How art Thou pleased by iMuiuty to diatresa ! 
To make us groan beneath our gratitude, 
Too b% for birth ! to &your and confound I 
To challenge, and to distance, all return ! 
Of layish loTe stupendous heights to soar, 
And leftTe praise panting in the distant mle! '* 

Night ThoughU, 



^< 
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It was a metnorable forenoon indeed! when by 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ," 
ttnd the presentation of the usual token of Wesleyan 
SQcmbersJup, poor Mr. E. was at once re-admitted 
witliin the pale of the uniyersal church, and that of 
his own people in particular, in the course of the 
service we sang a verse, the prayer of which was 
ncrw, after a long alienation, happily fulfilled : — 

** Tell me, or thou shalt neyer go, 
Thy prayer is heardy it shall be so ! 
The word hath passed thy lips, and I 
Shall with thy people live and die. 

In lesd than a month afterwards the restored was for 
ever united to &e biood^washed multitude before 
the throne ! 

If " timely notice " has been so properly enjoined, 
w^henever any one " is desirous to receive the com- 
mxmion in his house," it is scarcely less needful to 
give previous intimation to the family of the proposed 
iHimmunicant, when the overture may come from, an 
A£fectionate Pastor himself ; in order that '' having 
a convenient place in the side-man's house, with all 
tilings necessary so prepared, the Curate may 
reverenihf minister, ^^ Not unfrequently have we 
fonnd considerable difficulty in obtaining a supply of 
sacramental wine ; more espeoiaily when the parties 
have been poor, and there has been no " well-beloved 
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Gains/' (as generous as affluent) resident in the 
vicinity. In all dubious cases, enquiry should be 
made as to the means by wMchihe Lord's'table 
may be furnished ; and in the absence of private 
resources, a claim may be legitimately presented ta 
the Poor-Steward of the nearest society. 

Testimonials to Pastors have been for som^ time 
in vogue ; and where they represent the spontaneous 
and united affection of pious and grated hearts, 
and are not the result of some unhappy division^ and 
bitter partisanship, they cannot be too highly valued. 
The only thing of the kind with which we were 
ever favoured was in the form of A Pocket 
Communion Sebvice. The donors were two 

gentlemen, both resident at D ,; near 

Manchester. Besides an acquaintance of three 
years, we had been called to perform a Pastor's part 
towards each of them, under circumstances of 
domestic visitation of extreme severity. One lost, 
in consumption, two amiable and accomplished 
daughters, of the ages of nineteen and twenty-one, 
in the course of one short sunmier ! Neither of them 
had enjoyed reKgion previous to her last affliction : 
but the elder, who was the first removed, sought it 
** as for hidden treasure," and found it to the joy of 
her soul. Her dying testimony was the most pow* 
erful that can be conceived, and proved a means of 
spiritual good to numbers. The writer endeavoured 
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to improTe her decease in a sermon to the young, 
which happened to he delivered on her hirth-day ! 
The following note, relative to these affecting occur- 
rences, was made shortly afterw€p:ds : — 

** The congregation was one of the largest that ever assembled 

in that place of worship ; and a deep and thnlling sense of the 

solemn realities of the last judgment appeared to penetrate, and 

pervade, both minister and audience. Several young persons 

began, from that night, earnestly to prepare for an eternal 

world. Among those of the bereayed relatives present, was 

her only sister, whose health, like her own, had for some time 

been seriously affected, and who is now evidently, and very 

rapidly, following the companion of her childhood and youth to 

the same premature grave ! But the Lord is with her as He was 

with her departed sister ; and soon they shall " walk ** together 

** vrith Him in white, for (through the blood of the Lamb) they 

are worthy ! " August 9, 1844. 

Many were the journeys we took to that " house 
of mourning," and to the " hed of languishing," 
occupied hy the two lovely sisters in succession; 
and arduous was the " travail " of our soul " until 
Christ was formed in" them. Our ample recom- 
pense was, that each " gladly received the word," 
and became '* wise imto salvation." 

The mother of these young ladies, who had now 
no daughter left, and was herself a constant invalid, 
must have sunk under these rapid and fiery trials, 
had she not sought and found the support of the 
All-su£Glcient ! It was a satisfactory addition to our 
f3 
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pastoral duties to receiTe herinto church-fdlow8hip> 
(as bad been tbe case witb both of ber daugbters,) 
and to establisb a doss in the house, composed cbiefiy 
of tbose who bad been aroused to spiritoal concent 
by tbe tbrilling dispensations wbicb bad befallen 
the feimily. 

Tbe other party to our valuable and appropriate 
testimonial^ was a gentleman whose enterpiismg 
labours in the "vineyard " of Methodism, aiid cordial 
afiection towards its ministers, in addition to his 
superior literary taste, bad ensured him a high place 
in our esteem. Scarlatina was permitted to enter 
bis family, and, in little more than a fortnight, to 
sweep away two of his beloved offspring ! Of course 
we were on the spot, and essayed the part of " a son 
of consolation.'* 

It is in scenes like these, 

*' Where faith turns wild, and thought too weak to think," 

that the sympathy and prayers of a Christian Pastor 
are appreciated like the services of a skilful pilot in 
a storm. Ever afterwards is he linked witb the eras 
of life, and regarded as an embodiment of tbe £suie- 
less hopes, and imperishable joys, which it wias bis 
privilege to minister to the departing, and survivii^, 
at " the closing scene^ 

It wanted but a week of tbe time of our removing 
from Manchester, when we received an invitation 
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from oae of the above gentlemen to i^end on evening 
«t Ms house. Valedictoiy services, parties, &c., 
(not to mention the ponderous item of removal 
pr^arations) had all but exhausted the remnant of 
our evenings ; yet were we loath to refuse a call, 
which arose (as we well knew) from friendship of a 
far more than ordinarily tender description. To 
seal the mandate, it was added that Mr. and Mrs. F. 
(the other bereaved. parties) together with Mr. W. 
B , the leader of the new class, — a blessed 

man ! whom, on account of his ever-jubilant charac- 
ter, we were wont to prenominate " a member of 
the Church Triumphant ! '* had engaged to meet us. 
We therefore wrought bard until omnibus time ; 
and when, according to arrangement with our 
^ifiSBctionate host, who came to town daily, the vehicle 
stopped at om: door, were ready for the journey. 
Mr. ■ ■ , whose spirits never flagged, was, as 

Usual, the life of all about him ; nor was it the first 
tune that we had found the exercise of a Mend's 
^i^ a pleasant holiday for our own. 

The parties invited were ail punctual. Once 
"within his own dome, our generous host was no 
moikopolist of time, but delighted to listen and learn. 
AUusions to the past were imavoidable, and com- 
pelled the dew of grief, or sympathy, to stand in 
every eye. The two bereaved mothers wept much, 
^recalling, as they did, more aptly perhaps than the 
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other sex, those riven bonds of their respective 
hearts and homes, which, to them and theirs, had 
been the all-absorbing events, as they had called 
forth the most assiduous Amotions, of our now 
closing pastorate. 

Time .ilew, and we became mindful of the distance 
we had to walk to the train, by which we had. to 
return. We were in the act of proposing a parting 

chapter, prayer, &c., when up rose Mr. , 

and commenced a speech ! The exordium consisted 
of allusions to our imworthy labours as a Pastor, 
such as we cannot quote. They were dictated by 
the limitless gratitude of the fondest of fatbera. 
Deep feeling in the breast of the speaker forbade 
enlargement, and he glided as rapidly as possible to 
the main topic of his address, viz., '^ the communion 
of the sick;" which consoling and hallowing solemnity 
had been adminidtered to the younger of his lamented 
daughters, and only prevented in the case of the 
other by her rapid and unexpected demise. We 
deemed the sentiments of our fiiend, on this subject, 
alike creditable to his judgment and feelings ; but 
up to that moment had not the slightest conception 
of the finals to which all this imwonted formality 
was about to lead. 

The speaker now adverted to the extreme difficulty 
and embarrassment, which, from some casual and 
(we had supposed) forgotten, conversation, he had 
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imderstood we had experienced in tliis brancK of 
our pastoral service among the poor^ for want of what 
the rubric calls " all things necessary so prepared." 
To enable ns to meet all such emergencies in i^ture, 
he produced an elegant and costly silver service, 
comprising chalice, flagon, and salver, " cimningly " 
devised for the pocket ; and, in the name of himself 
and friend, entreated our acceptance of it as a tribute 
of respect and affection ; at the same time recording 
his fervent prayer, that the sacred ministration to 
which the gift should be appropriated, might prove 
a blessed medium of divine consolation to nimibers 
of " the (sick) poor of Christ's flock,'* in our subse- 
quent spheres of labour. Mr. F followed in 

excellent taste; and after such a response as we 
were able to command, a select portion of scripture 
was read, a parting hymn raised, and we poured 
forth our souls together at the throne of grace and 
love. The last of these exercises was conducted by 
our " triumphant " friend, B . Thus termi- 
nated one of the most ^odXyfareweU evenings which 
ever sealed, and comforted, the dose of our ministry 
and pastorate. The time would have been too short 
to reach the train, had not our aflbctionate host 
anticipated our wants by ordering a cab to take us 
from his door. 

independently of the beautiful aouvenir which, 
with so much grace and liberality, the representatives 
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of tlMoe two liunitiee placed in. o«r bands, a Pastors 
Buemory mufft often retuni to ao^ie^ lilt^e the above. 
During the abnost four years wbicb have sanise 
ebipsed, we bare been called to prove tbe pot0:icy of 
those diyine consolatioiia which it wa3 our endearour 
^'fireely" to administer to these deeply-bereaved 
parents. Nor has the result in tbe least diminished 
our Goafldenoe in that ever precious, and oft^im^Kiken 
wordy " My grace is snffeient lor thee ! " (2 Cor. 
xii, 9.) Instead of sounding, in soUtary aoguish, 
tbe depths of the heart's '' owfi hUtemes*^^ let us 
rather appropriate those inuneasuraUe benefits with 
which these all-wise dispensations are, and shall be 
for eyer, teeming, both to the departed and ourselves; 
and which shall constitute "a well-spring " of "/oy" 
with wbidbi '*a stranger doth not intermeddle.'' 
(Prov. xiv, 10.) 

« Descend, blest Faith! dispel the hc^eless oare. 
And chasci the gathering Phantoms of despair ; 
Tdl that the flow*r, transplanted in its mom. 
Enjoys bright Bden? 

Ten, that when mountiag to her oati're skies, 
By death released the porewt spirit flies ; 
There shall the childf in anguish moum'd so long. 
With rapture hail her, *midst the cherub throng ; 
And guide her pinion, on exulting flight, 
Thro* glory's boundless realms, and worlds of liTing light? 

Beman's " Domestic AJTeetioneJ" 
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No section of the church of Ghrist possesses a 
I^ostorai Ecovwmy of equal yariety and extent to that 
'wluch the sacrificial genius of Wealey bequeathed to 
his " sons in the gospel.*' 

The Quarterly VisitaHan of the Claeaes is altogether 
a peculiarity, engrossing five, or in some instances, 
even six, weeks each. Wesleyan Pastors are thus 
required, during half their UveSj to supplement a 
more than average amount of pulpit toil, by an 
anxious and exciting order of duties, imknown to 
either the Episcopalian, Congregational, or Presby- 
terian economies. If, however, we are, in this 
respect, '' in labours more abundant '' than others, it 
were devoutly to be wished that every branch of the 
Christian Pastorate could rejoice in Wesleyan 
£EMdlities for a periodical re-enactment, and " sue- 
cession^** of the true, apostolic visitation of the 
churches. How plainly prescriptive of some such 
personal examination of the religious experience, 
and habitual deportiinent, of each member of our 
respective flocks, is that passage in 1 Acts, xv. 36 : 
*^ And some ^days after, Paul said unto Barnabas, 
let us go again and visit our brethren in every city 
where we have pve^ohed i&e word of iiie Lord, and 
see haw they do :" — •*' How their souls prosper; how 
ibey grow in faith, hope, love : what else ought to 
be the grand and ccmstant inquiry, in eveiy eecle- 
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siastical Tisitation ?" ( Wesley^s Notes^ in loco.)* 

The fflory of these stated visitations of the Leaders 
and their classes, by the Pastors of the Church, is, 
undoubtedly, ChrUtian simplicity. Whether few, 
or numerous, each is appealed to in station, as was 
Peter by that all-searching, yet benignant, inter- 
rogation, — " Lovest thou me ?" Conventional status, 
— omental calibre, — ^personal intimacy, &c., are all 
necessarily merged in an avowed and admitted 
scrutiny of the heart. " Knowing no man after the 
flesh," it is an imderstanding that, during a brief and 
solemn pause, the mirror of the Gospel shall be held 
up to every face ; and what each sees himself to be, 
he is at liberty to testify. Disguise would not repay 
itself, any more than a falsification of symptoms by 
a patient to his physician would realize the object 
for which advice was sought. A vessel carrying an 
unlawful cargo would be far more likely to escape 
by flight, or by the exhibition of an independent or 
hostile flag, than by hoisting colours which, by 
express treaty, admit '* a right of search." Silence^ 

* In no pablication, that hM fidlen in ovr way, is that i»art of the 
Wesleyan economy which relates to class meeting^, more strennooily 
recommended than in a Tolume entitled *' Jbthbo/' the production of 
a talmted, and now too well-known Independent minister. The 
division of the people into classes ; the appointment of leaders ; and the 
■nperadded oversight of the Pastorate ; are all ingeniously, and un- 
answerably, advocated, by the aid of an inspired counterpart, taken from 
the organisation of the Israelites, for Judicial purposes, by Moses, is 
compliance with the . admirable counsel of his fitther-in-Iaw. 
{BoDodtu zviii. 17, 26.) Wesleyan Methodism was then ** a wxrd df 
bttttUp,*' with the present Editor of the BriMk Banner f 
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too/ is not merely a non-profession, but (unless 
under extreme timidity, or non-age) is equivalent 
to a.negation of *' the hletsingJ* 

The truth is that, aboye the lowly door-way of the 
Wesleyan class-meeting, as above the portals of the 
proud mercantile, or industrial establishment, there 
is virtually inscribed' — *' No admittance except on 
business ! " And both the stated Leader, and the 
visiting Pastor, bring with them that plain canon for 
their faithful, but afPectionate, procedure : *' Be 
ready always to give an answer, to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear." (1 .Peter, iii, 15.) 

After an - experience in visitations of more than 
twenty years, among the " tens of thousands of (our) 
Israel," the writer can depone that he has seldom 
met with an attempt at mystification, or had to 
'^ cross-examine'' in order to elicit the truth. 

Matter for yet louder pastoral triimiph may be 
d^ved from the high evangelical standard of reli- 
giatts experience^ acknowledged among the Wesleyan 
societies, and actually attained by the great majority 
of their members and officers. The Leaders espe- 
cially may be cited as being, with few exceptions, 
un&idtering in their profession of justifying £Edth, 
clear as the noon-day stm as to their personal 
acceptance "in* the Beloved," and going on to 
perfection. 



N0?eroMiirefbffget Placid te8tiwoiiie» wiiicli, 
ftom qnarter to qiwrter, we baye been woixt to bmr 
from the lips of these '^ebief men'' oftbe pe(^; 
and^ad shofold ire often hare been to ezelumge 
places witb them, and " sit at (their) feet/' 

The xaptoceoa experience of one of these bleoed 
men, related, however, not in- bis class, bat on his 
siok-bed, when we took bim bis qoarterly ticket* 
will be deemed appropriate to our present topic. 

His name was Harper^ and he redded at Little- 
oyer, near Derby. For forty yeara he had been ia 
Society, and during more than haif that period ft 
Leader. He occupied a small farm, and was josA 
respected in the neighbourhood. The preadbiog 
was held upon a part of bis prenuses, and bis bo«s^ 
was tiie home of the ministers. 

On one occasion (jb wna the good old man's \U^' 
day, we belieye) he a6ae9cd>led all ihe agndpefft ^vt 
whom he was acquainted, and proyided thsm ft 
beautifiil dinner; atthedosepf whiehybepieBeoit^ 
each of than with the sum oIL one sbiniwgw ^® 
attended by special inyitetiont in ocder (touflS'^ 
own a£B9cting phrase) that we might " giye award 
of exhortation to those who had one foot in ^ 
grave ! " Three or foivr came on cratohes,.eiieiW^ 
stone-Uind, and several were widows. Uiey wei^ 
exactly twelve in numb^, and thek united ag^ 
amounted to nine hundred and fifb^-two, avextiguig 



ahncMst foorscoofe eadi I • The- idea liad beendiiipli<£ti7 
taken £rom' Luke, joy. 12, 14; and it were we9^ 
indeed, if the parties wbicli the rich give to one 
another, and the exp^ise lavished in recherchd dishes 
said champagne, upon, those who *' have more than 
heart can wish'' at their own.table?^ were superseded 
by deeds of heaevolenee like the above. Our esteemed 
Mend enjoyed a gQd4ike Iwcury in miaistering to 
the bodily wants of these poor j and almost forgotten 
pecsons, the majority of wh<Hn were of '* the- house- 
hold of £edth," Sither he, or his equally excellait 
wife, (I forget which) declared ihai th^y had " neyer 
spent such a happy day since their wedding day /" 
The affliction, which was sujSEbred to faU upon this 
exemplaTy maa„ was one of l^e most painful that 
ever came under our notice. It was cancer in the 
nuMlh! and after insidious advances for several 
years, and one or more temporary cures, ox checks, 
such as suigical skill could interpose, the terrible 
disease at leaigth broke out wilh resistless force.' 
Terrible ! it was, both aa to. its unsightly and revolt- 
ing e&ots upon 
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The human face divine ;" 



and as to the dow niarl^^dom, wkich it inflicted 
upon a. naturally v^xous constitution. The lines* 
of Addison, on this fell d]0Qrder, are as accurate as 
they are elegant :— - 



«< 
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At whan a caneer on Ihe body Ifeeds, 
And gradual deathyrom Umb to limili proceeds ; 
So does the chilness to eacli yital part 
Spread by degrees, and creeps into the heart.*' 



It was within a few months of the termination of 
our third year in the circuit, when, being appointed 
to meet the class of this suffering saint, he was 
unable to take his wonted place. Deep was ihe 
sympathy of the members, by whom he was justly 
regarded as a Father in Christ, and several of whom 
were nearly related to him. Nor was the pastor less 
affected than his " little flock." To ask for lifcy 
imder remediless suffering, was all but impossible ; 
and conscious of this beloved Leader's complete 
meetness for his final change, the cry of one and all 
was, " Cut short (thy) work in righteousness ! " 

*^ Jesus ! Master ! seal (his) peace. 
And take (him) to thy breast." 

This affecting meeting over, we hastened with the 
dear sufferer's 7ec^6^' in hand to his bed-side. Of 
late, his visiters had been few ; as the dearer he was 
to his friends, the more were they overcome by the 
ravages of the disease upon his once lovely features. 
A pastor's eye and nerves Tbecome (at least) semi- 
professional ; and with comparatively little of that 
nausea of which others complained for days after- 
wards; we were able, from time to time, to perform 
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our duty at this trying scene. Presentiiig him with 
the token of church lellowBhip, we inquired tenderly 
after his state of mind. ** The candle of the Lord 
was bright upon (his) head;" and he met our 
inquiry with first a look of peace, and then " a gust 
of praise ! " Not few were the points in his expe- 
rience on which he dwelt, all conyeying the assurance 
thatiie was '*in Christ," — ^perfectly resigned to his 
sufferings,^^aid lost in the will of Qod. He con- 
cluded by saying, (and . it were well if more could 
aver the same) — ^''This is the first time since I 
joined Society, forty years ago, that I have been 
absent firom my class, when tickets haye been 
renewed. And now, bless the Lord ! I know that, 
if I never receiye another ticket, / shall receive A 
osowK ! ! ! " Thrice happy parallel between the 
sign of membership in the church, and the spirit's 
geal upon the heart ! Yet more triumphant contrast 
between the two tokens ; the one a ticket deliyered 
by his unworthy and sympathising pastor, on 
a ^' bed of languishing," and in a yile tabernacle ; 
t}ie other a ckown ! ! ! to be bestowed by his meri- 
torious and complacent Saviour and Judge, in the 
realms of bliss, and '* clothed upon with (the) 
house which is from heaven." On taking our leave 
of the fiimily, Mrs. H. repeated the last opinion of 
the doctor, which was that " he was kept aUve by the 
tranquillity of his mind ! " When we removed from 
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tlie otfoiuft, hettill liiied; bnit sbortiy ^B ftrtwarib, 
'« departed to be urifli Ctttiet, iHiicii is &r betler.' ' 

Such, in general, are the ma&, (aye, -and waBoen 
too) who suitain the offioo of Leaden in oar Con- 
nexion ; sound in the fittfth, *' aboBttding in hope 
through the power of the Holy Qkost,** and with 
*( the anointing oil" of giaee and hearai npoa their 
heads. And ihmf give the key-note to the memhers, 
who, as to the Tsst minority, imMfafe 1^ spirit, and 
arepartakertofthejoy, of tkise whoareerertlMin 
in the Lord, 

The progress of a visUtdhn^ ec^tendiiig oveir bodi 
our hxamB and ISoreign stations^ oondneted in upwards 
of twenty different languages, and leading every 
where throng joyful crowds of saved, and grateful, 
'people, might almost dain^ Ibr its type the career of 
^tiiie chiefest of the apostles, in whiK^ he is heard to 
exdaim-— " Now thanks be unto Cbd, which always 
eauseth us to triumph ik Oasisv, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge l^ us in every 
place." (2 Cor. ii, 14.) The number of members 
constituting the English, Irish, and Ameriettn con- 
nexions, is stated in the last retunis to be \fiG%fi^ ; 
while that <3i the pastorate amonnfai to 6542. 
Ever ! ever ! may ^ theshoot of a Kbg (he) heard 
among them ! " 

A remarkable Ineidmt which occurred in oon- 
nexion with our disefaas^ of this part of a Wedeyaa 
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Pafitor's dufy, merits pabliciiy. We were thea 

stati<med in M , and the dafis in question was 

wliat is termed a '' Ladies' class.*' So £bu: as this 
* sabriqmtt denotes an unmixed meeting it may be 
sufficiently perspicuous ; but it is always desirable, 
in Wesleyan fdlowship, to " aYoid the very appear- 
ance " of ca$te. The " rich faith " of the " chosen 
poor " may supply an invaluable stimulus to the oft 
slower hearts, of thedr superior in station ; while the 
former npay be almost as largely advantaged in their 
minds by stated intercourse with persons of greater 
intelligepice and refinement. When ^' the rich and 
po<x' (tiius) meet together," the one may cultivate 
the grace of condescension, and the other be 
delivered from, the temptation to envy ; the former 
naay take lessons in gratitude, and the latter be 
condoled by sympathy : ^' the brother of low degree 
(may) r^oioe," even under the most obvious 
dii^arity of worldly circumstances, so long as. he 
baa "the Lord" for his "portion," through which 
he is iodeed " exalted ! " and " the rieh " be induced 
to covet, and appropriate, the same blood-bought and 
enduring inheritance, without which he must be 
for ever " brought low ! " And why should not this 
assooiation, in the ways of God, of those who 
" abound," and those who " suffer want," furnish an 
ever- welcome occasion for " drawijog out (the) soul" 
of the one towards the necessities of the other ? So 

* CoDTentionaiism, «r l^-name. 
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that by ** comnraiucatiiig with each ather," as con- 
oenuxig " giying and recemng," (Phil, iv, 15.) .the 
archetypal beauty, of the religioa of. Love may. still 
be found irradiating the church ; and by a practical 
adaptation of an irreYocable principle, "' they that 
believe (may yet have) aU things common ! " (Acts, 
ii, 44.) 

The class above referred to, although entirely 
composed of females, with a female leader, was not 
of that exchisive character to which we al^ect : its 
small number presented several varieties of condition. 
The hour of meetiog was eleven i^ the forenoon, 
and nearly all were present. After the openLog 
hymn and prayer, we commenced a brief address, in 
the course of which, besides detailing our own 
^Lperience, we proposed that jf any one present 
wished for spiritual advice, on any particular Ugnc, 
we should gladly give it to, the utmost of our ppwer. 
The object was to induce grea;ter confidence in their 
Pastor ; to elicit more folly, their existing triaLs, 
difficulties, and attainments;, to supersede, that 
routine-phraseology, which is so barren of point and 
individuality; and to affi>rd scope for a personal 
application of precious and seasonable truth. 

It will be obvious that this slight variation fiom 
the ordinary forms of a categorical examination may 
be most easily earned out when (as in this case) 
there are but few present, and those are of establish- 
ed piety, and superior iateUigence. 



206 

The Leader happened to be a personal Mend o£ 
ours^ and very obligingly set the example by 
adverting to that which was uppermost in her own 
mind, viz. — the welfare of her children. That topic 
once started, nearly every member in the class 
followed with a similar statement. They, too, were 
mothers, with children and yomig people growing 
up arotuld them ; and it was laid upon all their 
hearts to submit the duties and cares of their 
momentous position, for pastoral advice, and mutual 
counsel. We endeavoured to perform our part of 
the duty earnestly and faith^Uy ; adverting, as 
occasion offered, to instruction, discipline, non- 
indulgence, example, mutual confidence, intercession, 
&c. 

Little could he have observed of the workings of 
society, and even that little he must have forgotten^ 
who could have regarded this select company of 
pious mothers with indifference. There were the 
tender and the valiant, whose relation to their 
of^pring, from the beginning, is one of pain endured, 
and forgotten ; whose love is the sole endowment of 
infancy, and being not more pure than perennial, 
kindles to greater efforts on behalf of its objects as 
years, circumstances, and numbers, evolve its 
energies, and amplify its sphere. In Religion, all 
history proclaims the triumphs of maternal instru- 
mentality, so as to justify the eloquent encomium of 
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the late Dr. MoAll, in his admirable sermoii on 
** Paiental Duties/* in which he says,—" The £eict is 
certain, that the instructions of snch a mother " (as 
he has previously described) ** are, in innumerable 
instances, productive of more valuable and permanent 
results than all other fcmas of instrumentality 
together. And I doubt not that, at the last day, 
they will be confessed to have been rivalled, in the 
magnitude of their effiscts, only by the actual pro- 
clamation of the gospel, and the dissemination of 
the holy scriptures." 

Such were those to whom our best coimsels were 
tendered relative to this momentous part of 
" woman's mission ;" and, after singing one or more 
appropriate verses, we prostrated ourselves at the 
footstool oi mercy, and found *^ the spirit of grace 
and supplication " eminently pleading in each heart, 
on behalf of the objects which, during the meetbg, 
had so profitably occupied our attention. 

While we were on our knees, a widely different 
scene presented itself at the residence of one of these 
excellent ladies, viz.— the Leader of the class. A 
Rabid Doo was seen running along the street, and 
when it reached the iron gate in the front of the 
house, it suddenly deviated from its onward course, 
and attempted to force its way between the palisades. 
Not able to effect this, the determined animal 
next leaped the gate, and, bounding towards the 
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front door, commenced pawing violently against it. 
The only parties, at the time, in the house, were the 
in&nt and a yoimg nurse-girl ; and the latter sup^ 
posing that some one was knocking at the door, 
without further consideration opened it ; when in 
rushed the rabid creature ! open-mouthed and 
desperate! The Mghtened girl, whom the beast 
ptoyidentially passed without touching, retreated 
with her charge into the nearest room, and shut 
herself in. The dog, meeting with no opposition,, 
proceeded up stairs, and after enterii^ (as is sup- 
posed) several rooms, reached the highest story, and 
mounted the bed, which stood in thiB most distant 
comer. 

The above had been the work of a few minutes ; 
but the condition and career of the deadly intruder 
had not been unnoticed ; and an alarm being raised, 
two men followed him into the house, and tracked 
him to the spot described, where they found him 
foaming and raging against the head of the bed. 
Being provided with clubs, they quickly dispatched 
bim. 

By far the most strikingly providential circimi- 
gtance was, that of six children^ aU. yoimg and de- 
fenceless, the only one in the house should have 
been the infant ! Two or three were at school, and 
the rest were under the care of a relative in the 
immediate neighbourhood. Another quarter of an 



hour, and they wciold have been utt about / pnrsmBg^ 
their anmewnentein the adjacent grounds, or gather- 
ing towards the dinner table. Had that been the 
case, it would have been next to impossible^^ them 
all to have escaped the mortal tooth of the rabid 
monster, which had so abruptly taken posaession of 
their dwdling. 

Picture the return of the mother from class, with 
the loTe of her of&pring both augmented and refined, 
by the singularly apprc^riate exercises which she 
had just quitted; and a portion of the spiritual 
blessing, which she had been supplicating for them, 
resting upon herself^ to be heveafter transmitted by 
her example and influence. The tragic occurrence 
which had transpired within her domestic sanctuary, 
during her brief absence, was rapidly related ; and 
as she beheld the danger past, and her beloved ones 
all safe and joyous, it were not to be wondered that 
she regarded their deliverance as an immediate and 
signal answer to those prayers, in which herself, her 
class, and their pastor, were, at that very moment, 
uniting. Might it not, also, be received by us all as 
an ample earnest of the ^* M« great mlvatUm /" which, 
as co-suppliants, we had been importuning on behalf 
of the whole of our endeared o&pnng i 

The official meetmg9 of the Wesleyan Connexion 
are usually oondueted by one of the Pastorate ; and 
respecting this part of our economy Ihe following 
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judicioiis obserration, in the justly celebrated Liver^ 
pool Mnmt€$^.dB»ex:rwB to ht quoted :-*• 

'' Let us not forget that we are under solemn obligations to, 
conduct ourselyes, on such occasions, not as the mere chairmen 
of public meetings, but as the Pastors of Christian Societies, 
put m trnrt by the ordi&flnoe of God, and by their owxi Tolun- 
tary association -with us, i^th the scxiptaral snperintendonoe of 
their spiritual afiaixs, and responsihle to the Great Head of the 

Church for the faithful discharge of the duties of that trust.'*— 

{Mmtdes of Conference, 1820.) 

Tbe most frequent (and we acre inclined to rank as- 
the most important) of these, are Leader** meetmgB. . 

The great defdderata of these meetings are a 
mort numerous attendano^^ and an augmented spiritU' 
ahfy. It is highly probable that the former of these 
would be best promoted by the latter. So long asi 
the principal errand of a Leader is to pay his moneys 
he wiU beincHnedto remain away bam tbe m/eetiog 
fully as olte^ aa to attend it, simply for the purpose 
of eoonomising tune. But let it be understood that 
there will be qiiritual. bueoness, and (^iritual men 
will be attracted to the Board as toa means of grace. 
FinajiiLee may be spon despatd^ed, in order, to whieh 
it has been ^und advisable- to fix the time. at which 
the Sooiety-accompts shall dose. The poor harving 
been relieved, a list of aick persons ^ requiring pastoral 
visUationy should be next taken ; after which it may 
be seriously a^ked-r-^Js there any Mng that can be 
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euolmait of new coirverts, and an 'increasing staff 
of lesponsible'and working officers, will alone shew 
the achud and permanent gains arising from our 
stated instrumentality; or realized in "times c^" 
extraordinary " refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord." 

By all means, Iten, let llie spirit of enterprise he 
maintained in onr Leaders- meetings ; and let the 
fire of piety and zeal^ instead of smouldering beneath 
the ashes of a snperincm&bent^/SmHM;^, be constantly 
£umed by pastoral en^gy. Each Leader may then 
go* forth as a " flame of fire '* among his members. 
And official intereouree, instead of proving (as it too 
frequently does) a S|nxitiial blight, may become the 
hot-^bed of &itih and love, ' in which the spiritual 
gnuses ci Pastors, and their co-a^'utors, may visibly 
and signally advance, and (like "the grapes of 
Eriieol,") may excite the desires and efforts of an 
admiring and emtdatLye people. 

It is to Leaders' meetings in their corporate 
capacity, and to' select members of this inyalnable 
body, that a Wesleyan Paistor may confidenliy look 
as his chief and wDling auxiliaries in the work of 
pastoral visitation. 

In referring to the ** Standing orders " of a Leader's 
meeting, we have mentioned that of supplying lists 
of eick mehthrs, which we take to be the palpable 
meaning of that clause in the Rules of the Society :«— 
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" It is his " (the. Leader's) " business to meet the 
Ministers and the Stewards once a ^treek, to inform 
the Minister of any that are mch.^\ 

!rhe best method of fnifilling. this highly impoftaitt 
duty, which the writer ever met with, was at ]^ad- 
ford, in Yorkshire ; where, preTious to his being 
stationed in a oironity he was called to spend a short 
tune as a supply for his own beloved father. The 
Secretary of the meetu^ enquired of each Leader,-^ 
Have you any sick persons in your class ? On 
receiving a reply in tile affirmative, he made an 
entry of the name, with other needful particulars, 
into a book properly ruled for the purpose. • In case 
of poverty beix^ combined with affliction, suitable 
relief was granted^ and the amount entered in con- 
nexion with the name. The book was then deposited 
with the Minister for the Ubeeh^ and he engaged to 
visit the cases at his leisure. The grants mad6 to 
the sick poor were also placed in his hands for 
distribution; As nearly as we can reeoUect, the 
columns in the book w^e as follows : — 



Naue. 



John Simpson 



Kazy Cffiea 



Widow Jones 



filSTDSlVCE. 



Cross Street 



X08, Kirlgate 



76, BeU's Row 



Leade&'s 

■ Name. 


Sum 
ouaihted. 


■ 1 
J. Thompson 


2s. 


W.Whitaker 


• • • • 


J. BUu^bnm 


Is. 



By Whom 

VlSITBD. 



B. S. 



B. S. ' 



B. S. 



with tkis 'direotorj, and not a little 
elated with oar ^ioe^paatoiriiip, we sallied fortli on 
the following day to fulfil our commisfiion ; and we 
need tBcarcely add that, notwithstanding our extreme 
youth, we were eordiaUy. receiTed. For our own 
part, we derived much edification from our inter- 
course with the eight or ten afflicted members of 
Christ's fiock, to whom this our first attempt at 
pastoral visitation was the meaiDs.of introducing m 
A young gentleman also, who aooompanied us, and 
had been suffering much fix>m. mental, d^sression, 
appeared singularly revived by the instances of 
comforting and supporting grace which ho had the 
privilege of witnessii^ ; and the devotional escezeises 
in which he was permitted to imjite. . . 

We camiot too strongly imprees the duty of 
■furnishing these li^ts of th&.dcko^ the Leaders' 
meetings ; and a book, of the kind described, is 
infinitely preferable to a fugitive pape^» which may 
be unnoticed, or, lost. Absent > Loaders should be 
held responsible for tl^ tranmnisaion of the. names 
of their sick members to the Board in writing. 

The above is not, however, the only way invirhich 
Leaders may be made auxiliary to Pastors, in the 
work to which these pages are devoted. Most of 
this excellent and assiduou$ order would cheerfully 
accompany a Pastor, at slated periods, to the houses 
of their members. And one affectionate offer of the 
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kind^ followed by a definite arrangement, will do 
more to secure the desired ^id than all tke com- 
plai&ti9, botii loud and deep, in whieli some love to 
indolge.. But be flure to kave achtal appointments ; 
far to nothing is "diat old adage more applicable than 
to pastoral oyertnreSj-^-t^t *^ any time is no timeJ* 

Chie of the most effective of these pastoral co« 
tb^ntors, with whom we ever had the hairiness to 

be associated^ was Mr. J G— — of M— — — . 

He had b6en one of the wildest <^ chaiacters b^ore 
his conversion; and haviog had ^'mnch forgiven, 
(he), therefore, loved much / " During two days of 
the week this excellent man had few demands in the 
way of business ; and at such times he was always 
at our service. Having two very large classes of 
bis own, and an extensive acquaintance in the 
Society, there was no lack of cases, (whether of the 
sick or sound) requiring our attendance. Dressed 
in the neatest costume of his calling, (which was 
that of a butcher) and his face shining like the sun, 
he was wont to wait our arrival, and accompany us 
in the route prescribed. In this way eight or ten calls 
could be accomplished in the course of an afternoon. 
Not unfrequently the sympathy of our Mend took a 
practical turn, and to one who was sick as well as 
poor, he would forward a small Joint from his shop. 

In addition to many himdreds of pastoral visits to 
members of society, in which we enjoyed the 
o 
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inyaluable assistance of * this our unwearied fellow- 
labourer, we were not unfirequently comprehended, at 
his request, in the stiH more urgent cases of '' them 
that (were) without." It is probable that no man, 

in the whole of M , had so many calls sm 

behalf of tifying sinners ; and it was his delight to 
fly to their bed sides, and endeavour witli all his 
might, to ** pluck" tiiem ''as brands out of the 
burning.*' 

One of the most affecting cases of the kind, to 
which we were ever summoned, was that of a young 
man who had brought himself to the gates of death, 
by a brief, but reckless, career of dissipation. His 
name was S— — B- ; and we had just closed 

the service at H - School, one Thursday night, 

when our Mend apprised us of the case ; and, on 
accoimt of its extreme urgency, we consented to 
accompany him without delay. 

Never shall we forget the condition in which we 
found him. He was scarcely twenty-one ; and his 
fine raven locks exhibited a striking contrast to the 
pale forehead over which they hung. He had 
ruptured a vessel^ and the continuation of the fetal 
hemorrhage was proclaimed by the blood which 
appeared on the pillow, sheets, and counterpane. 

About that time, regattas^ or boat-races, had 
become a favorite amusement in M ; and it is 

difficidt to characterise their evil tendencies as they 
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deserve. Rival clubs are formed, consisting prin- 
cipally of yotoig men ; and their evenings are spent 
together, either on the water or in coffee-houses ; 
and, alas ! the rest of the Sabba,th only returns to be 
prostituted upon the same objects, and to supply a 
stronger impetus to their downward career. The 
same profanity, intemperance, betting, gambling, &c. 
take place at these boat-races as at horse-races ; 
and whilst the latter are but an itinerant scourge, 
inflicted once a year upon a neighbourhood, the 
former are of frequent recurrence. Cruelty to 
animals is a prominent crime coimected with the 
older of these pernicious amusements ; but the new 
abomination perpetrates, in the most direct and 
glaring manner, cruelty to man ! extorting by com- 
petition, by premiimis, and, above aU, by youthful 
pride, the most excessive and monstrous struggles 
for victory. We heard of one instance in which the 
rowers had pursued their exciting and unnatural 
sport until they were all exhausted, and had to be 
literally lifted out of the boat hj the opportune aid 
of a few hands belonging to a small vessel, which 
happened to pass the scene of their distress. 

Young B. unhappily entered one' of these clubs, 
and, stimulated by his companions, was in the habit 
of exerting himself far beyond his natural strength. 
In addition to boatiny, he plimged into various kinds 
of dissipation, of which dancing was not the least 
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pernicious. It was on one of these oocaeCons, whea 
the former of these exhausting sports had been, 
with a suicidal recUessneas, Hollowed bj the latter, 
that the fittal injury oooanred, which has been 
already mentioned. 

A few days only remained of a life thna despe- 
rately sacrificed at the shrine of youthful folly. We 
found him both dark and miserable in his eool, and 
dreadfully alarmed at the proie^ct of death. 

Our first effort was to secure his attention to the 
heniousness of his sins, for which purpose we made 
use of '* the law," pointing out the most notorious of 
his transgressions against its spirit and letter, and 
warning him to *'fiee from the wrath to oosne." An 
awakening portion of Scripture was read, and praj^er 
offered up by each of his visitors. We had the 
satisjGM^tion to find that our &ithfkd appeals were 
cordially received, both by the young man, and his 
deeply distressed &ther. The latter occupied a 
respectable situation at the head of the Pavier's 
department, and was a man of good character. The 
young man had no mother Uring. 

On the following day we repeated our oaH, apd 
were again favoured with the company of our worthy 
fellow-labourer, Mr. G. We found the object of our 
anxiety in the same alarming state of body as on the 
previous evening, and repeated our instructions 
and admonitions witb a fbrvour even greater than 
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heSate, kuiowing that " the time (was-) short !" Hap« 
py should we hare been to witness more of that 
" godly sorrow (which) wbrketh repentance to salva* 
tion;" (2 Cor. vii. 10.) but, for this "good and 
perfect gift," we could only reiterate our interces* 
sipns to " the Father of Lights." 

A more deploriable object can scarcely be conceived 
ihaa this yiotim of dis^pation, — suddenly arrested in 
his eaareer,— -4xaas£Ued with agony and despair^— 
and literally weUeting in his blood ! It was a yerifi- 
cation of Solomon's appalling description of the 
death-scene df the profligate :-^" And thou mourn 
at the last, wh^n thy flesh and thy body are consumed, 
«ad saj, how haye I hated instruction, and my heart 
despised reproof: and haye not obeyed the yoice of 
my teachers, nor inelined mine ear to them that in* 
strutted me I I was almost in all evil in the midst 
of the congregation and assembly." (Proy. v. 11, 14.) 

Without the slightest hope of his recovery, and 
with but littie satisfaction as to the progress, or even 
the commencement^ of a work of grace in his heart, 
we again took our leave of him. 

The next moniii^ brought us a summons of a still 
more alaiming character ; and hastening to the spot, 
we found the fell disorder to have indeed made rapid 
stcideB during the night. Reason being still spared, 
and a vehement desire for salvation evinced, we pro- 
eeeded at (mce to instnu^t the dying sinner in the 
G 2 



222 

nature and object of justifying fidth. Scripture truth, 
familiar illustration, earnest argum^it, and touching 
facts, were all brought to bear upon his understand- 
ing, conscience, and affections, with a view to make 
him acquainted with the plan of salvation, and to 
prompt him, there and then ! to embrace it. 

In the last of these modes of dealing with this 
momentous case, viz., that oifcusts, we related the 
foUowing signal instance of the successful exercise of 
naked faith in the atonement. Three young men 
went out in a boat one Sabbath day ; and after en- 
joying themselyes for some time, an accid^it occurred 
by which the boat was capsized, and they were all 
precipitated into the water. Two were able to swim, 
and, though not without great difficulty, reached the 
bank of the river. The other was no swinmier, and 
he sunk and rose several times without any hand 
being put forth to save him. On reaching the bot- 
tom for the last time, he sa'w before him the dreadful 
prospect not only of temporal but eternal, death! 
" What must (he) do to be saved ?" He was the son 
of a Wesley an Minister / and had been well instructed 
in those sacred truths, against which, alas ! he had 
been living in such open rebellion. At this tremen- 
dous crisis, the death of Christ was exhibited before 
the eye of his faith by the Holy Spirit ; and he was 
enabled to cast himself, with all his sins, upon it 
No sooner did he thus embrace Christ by faith, than 
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lie was made conscious of pardon, and could *^ rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God." Another instant ! and 
lie was insensible ! For twenty minutes he continued 
tmder the water ; and on being taken out, means were 
instantly resorted to for his restoration. It was found 
to be a case of suspended animation ; and shortly the 
efforts of his friends were rewarded by his returning 
consciousness. He lived again ! but the question of 
greatest moment was, — What became of the peace 
which he experienced when submerged beneath the 
waves, and on the threshold of eternity ? Blessed be 
God ! he still retained it ! and the faith which, by a 
desperate venture, he exercised in an instant ! was 
followed by a gracious change of heart and life. At 
the time when we heard of the circumstance, he was 
a member of our society, and actively employed in the 
work of God.* 

Poor S. B. listened to this narrative with indescri- 
bable avidity ; and a ray of hope appeared to brighten 
his previously gloomy and pallid features. 

More than once during this memorable visit did we 
*' bow (our) knees " at the bed-side of this suffering, 
but now penitent, youth ; and deep and fervent, were 
his responses. Unaccompanied as we were, on this 
occasion, by our former fellow-visitant, the whole of 
these protracted exercises devolved upon our single 

* Wa give this thrilling fact on the authority of the late Rev. John 
Fordred, Wesleyan Minister. He was himself in possession of the name 
(ji the pwty, bat witheld it from motives of delicacy. 



224 

inBtramentatity ; and if ever we '* travaikd in birUi 
until JesuB ChriBt was fonned in " any aoul, it was 
on bekalf of this self-destroyed, but blood-redeenied, 
young man, during this last forenoon of his life ! 

Towards the dose of the interyiew, we read and 
expounded the parable of the Prodigal Son; and 
while uttering those words,—" When he was yet a 
great way off his father saw him, aud ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him;" (Luke xv. 20.) we^ 
were much affected to obsenre the feither of the poor 
prodigal before us, as though in Mfilment of tho 
passage, with his arms around his dear son's neck, 
supportiog his sinking head ; at the same time pour- 
ing forth cries and tears to God on his.behalfl 
Whilst this touching scene furnished a rich illustra- 
tion of the' paternal tenderness of the Almighty 
towards the returning sinner, we were able also to 
contrast the finite and the Infinite ! the earthly and 
the Heavenly Father ! the one anxious to help, but 
limited in ability, — the other, both willing and "able 
to save to the uttermost!" 

Again and again, we strove to ascertain the effect 
of THE TSTJTH upou the suffercr's own judgment and 
feelings ; but it was little indeed that we could leam 
from his faltering lips. Would! that a thousand 
trificrs with their day of grace, and spendthrifts of 
their time and health, could have witnessed the ad- 
monitory spectacle of this young man's last moments. 
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and have seen him racked with physical pain, and 
irrithing under " a wounded spirit." It would surely 
have been a sermon never to be erased from their 
memories. 

Our heart-rending task was concluded with prat/ery 
in which there mingled with the voice of the Pastor 
that of the father and the attendants, and, above all, 
that of the dying youth. One promise was powerfully 
^plied, and vehemently pleaded, viz. ; '' Him that 
Cometh to me I will in no wise cast out !" (John vi. 
37.) 

On taking leave, the poor creature grasped our 
hand with a mixture of fright and affection. In 
another hour he was no more ! The messenger who 
came to report the event said that " he died happy." 
It is certain that his last breath was prayer. 

It is not every " lover of souls " who possesses the 
sound discretion which governed the zeal of our 
invaluable friend, Mr. G. In a note appended 
to the 80th page of this little work, we refer to a 
trying position in which we were once placed, through 
the non-concurrence of a sick female in a visit which 
had been urged by several of her neighbours. 

It was in 1845 or 6, when the principles of Robert 
Owen were fearfully rife among the working classes 

in M , that we were informed that a female, 

whom we afterwards found to have imbibed those 
principles, was dangerously ill. Not being directly 
G 3 
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imdted to the house, we paused for several days 
before adyenturing a call ; and, perhaps, might have 
escaped the annoyance to which we were eventually 
subjected, had it not been for the representations of 
G. F., one of our Leaders^ and an immediate neigh- 
bour and acquaintance of the afflicted party. 

The case was described as one of uncommon per- 
versity, with which several of our friends had in vain 
endeavoured to cope ; and we were caUed in on ac- 
count of our office, experience, &c. Our fbrtoard 
friend made little of our objection to obtrude our 
services ; and as himself and several others were in 
the habit of visiting the woman daily, there was a 
danger of our non-compliance being attributed to 
fear. 

G. F. offered to accompany us ; but we had a mis- 
giving as to his discretion, which induced us to pr^er 
going alone. We knocked at the door, which was 
opened by a young woman, and giving our name, 
were shown into the house. The sick woman was 
lying on a bed in a comer of the room which we first 
entered. She was by no means uncivil, but politely 
requested us to take a chair. After stating our sym- 
pathy with her under her bodily sufferings, and our 
sincere hope that she might be speedily relieved, we 
ventured an enquiry as to the state of her mind, 
and her prospects beyond the grave. Her reply 
evinced the usual coolness of the school of which she 



227 

had become a confirmed disciple. She professed to 
have no doubt whatever of her fiiture safety. With, 
all the respect due to an erring judgment, and with 
deep compassion for the poor woman's soul, we were 
proceeding to scrutinize the grounds of her confidence 
when, to our dismay, in walked G. F. and another I 
The sight of these well-known parties appeared to 
arouse all that was evil in her nature, and she forth- 
with changed her tone entirely, and both ordered 
them to withdraw, and refused any further intercourse 
on the topic on which we had made so promising a 
commencement. 

Apprehensive as we were that little, if any, good 

could be efiected by prolonging the interview, we 

nevertheless felt that our proper work, as a Minister 

of the Gospel, had been as yet scarcely begun, and 

therefore desired to be furnished with a Bible. 

" A Bible !" exclaimed the woman ; " there is none 

in this bouse, and while I Hve, I'll take care there 

shall be none." Without waiting for any signal, G. 

F. ran for the obnoxious volume, and, in a trice, it 

lay open before us. As we commenced tumiog over 

the sacred pages the storm of opposition became still 

fiercer ; and when we began to read, the infuriated 

creature actually rose up in bed, and hurled against 

us the most coarse invectives, and vehement menaces, 

which it was possible for the human tongue to utter. 

Betreat would have now been abetrayal of our trust, 
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and as we had entered Uie house as a minister, and 
in part at least, been received in that character, we 
determined not to desist until our work was done. 
We, therefore, read on to the end of the portion 
selected, and then, fkUing down upon our knees, in- 
voked the aid of that Holy Spirit, who alone has 
access to the heart, and " tumeth it whithersoever 
He will." (Prov. xxi. 1.) 

The appearance of the woman was now that of a 
demoniac ; and we are not sure that she might not 
be really "possessed." She endeavoured to seize 
one of the fire-irons, which, providentially, was be- 
yond her reach ; and when imable to strike us, she 
literally foamed at the mouth, and sp — t at us! 
Little did we expect that we should have been thus 
called to share " the reproach of Christ," and 

*• Enjoy (his) glorious infamy !** 

Notwithstanding the i^irious and almost deafeningp 
outcries which assailed our ears, we persevered in. 
supplication for the precious soul of this poor, mis^ 
guided disciple of a false and heartless system, of 
which her extreme bigotry and bitterness could be 
no recommendation. At length, either from exhaus* 
tion, or a rebuke g^ven to " the enemy " in answer 
to prayer, she became composed ; and by the time 
we had concluded the solemn, but trying, exercise, 
she had almost recovered her former civility. On 
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parting, we made an overture of our future servicesr, 
if desired; but hearing ho more of the case, we 
presume that the affliction might be mercifoUy re- 
moved. For our own part, we had endeavoured to 
^£11 that direction of an oft-refused, and maltreated, 
apostle : — " In meekness instructing those that op- 
pose themselves ; if God, peradventure, will give 
them repentance, to the 'acknowle<%ing of the 
TRTTTH." (2 Tim. ii. 25.) 

In addition to stated information in reference to 
all cases of sickness in the Society, which ought to be 
furnished at every Leaders' meeting,' »» ivriUng ; and 
the personal attendance of individual Leaders upon a 
Pastor in his visits to the flock generally ; it is pos- 
sible for a Leaders* meeting to be of essential service 
in this " labour of love," by supplying lists of the 
names and residences of the whole of the members, 
which the Secretary of the Meeting may classify in 
geographical order. Space should be left for the 
insertion of new names ; and it should be a " standing 
order" for the List to be revised quarterly. From 
this source, profitable occupation may be found for 
the first Leaders' meeting in each quarter, which is 
too commonly regarded as of little importance, be- 
cause, forsooth ! " there is so little money to pay over 
to the Stewards^ 

The compilation of these directories will, however, 
always be found tedious in large Societies ; and it is 
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nnt at all uncommon for brethren, who have heen 
the loudest in their complaints of the neglect of Pas- 
toral Visitation^ to be the last to lend their aid in 
facilitating the work. One conscientious Superin- 
tendent, of whom we heard the other day, was 
engaged for more than a year in his last circuit, in a 
fruitless attempt to obtain a complete List. Mean- 
time, his colleagues were kept in suspense as well 
as himself; and the only result was increased dissa- 
tisfaction among the people, whose hopes of seeing 
their Pastors had been excited by the extensive ta^ 
which there had been upon the subject. " While 
the grass is growing, the steed is starving." 

To remedy this evil, we cannot too strongly insist 
upon a division of labour. Instead of leaving the 
Directory to be prepared by one of the Ministerst 
and especially the Superintendent ! who has "a thou- 
sand and one '' things besides, of equal importance, 
to attend to, let it be the work of the officer before 
named. The more useful work legitimately attached 
to his office, the more will he value the appointment, 
and the richer will be the reward in his own soul. 
If long resident in the place, his local knowledge will 
be of the utmost advantage in this department of his 
labours ; and no directory need take longer preparing 
than a single month, while the quarterly revision 
may be generally dispatched in a few minutes. Such 
a vad^ fjtecum * would be an invaluable heir-loom 

• Travelling companion. 
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to an Itmerant Pastorate. But beware of suspending 
the practical part for any directory. Every Leaders' 
meeting will fiimish one or more right -hearted 
brethren, whose local information, added to the 
requisite amount of leisure, will constitute them 
excellent associates for a Pastor in his movements 
among the people. All*'great bodies move slowly ;" 
and come what may of theory and system, only make 
sure of a ready mind, a light foot, and a discreet 
companion, — and the work, once attacked, shall be 
found like a field of com, ripe for the sickle. 

Next to the pleasures of actual visitation, are those 
of subsequent meditation upon the scenes witnessed, 
and the good accomplished. As an aid to this sweet 
converse with the past, we suggest (what we have 
long used), A. begosd of the cases visited. The 
following form may be adopted with advantage : — 



No. 


» 

Namx. 


Besibbncs. 


Date op 
Affuoa.- 

TION. 


When 
Visited. 


Keuarks. 


1 


Thoa. Birch 


Queen Street 


Sept. 4. 


Sept. 5. 


Consumption 


2 


Mary Green 


Cana] Street 


,, 6. 


„ 7. 


84 years old, 
happy in God'! 


3 


Wm. Turner 


New Street 


}i 


» 


Accident in a 
Coal pit. 


4 


Sarah Lees 


Paradise St. 


» 


» 


Administered 
the sacrament 



Our references to the Pastoral economy of the Con- 
nexion would not be complete without the introduo- 
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tion of Lovefeaaitf wliick, we premise , ought always, 
if possibley to be held by the regular pastors. 

The plan of admitting persons not possessing tickets 
of membership, will^ in many instances, admit of 
improvement. Instead of a mere word of adyioe 
dropped in a hmay, we have found it of essential 
service to announce from the pulpit that those only 
will receive notes of admission who are intending to 
join the Society. Bespldes req^uesting the attendance 
of as many of the Leaders as possible, we have taken 
care to secure the services of our M^id the Secretary ^ 
and in a book prepared for the purpose, have desired 
bim to insert distinct answers to the following que- 
ries : What is your name ? Where do you reside? 
With whom do you purpose to meet ? In case of a 
demiu: on the last of thesje points, the Leaders are 
there with their very natural desire to secure acces- 
sions to their respective classes ; and by dint of 
persuasion, we have generally found an arrangement 
entered into on the spot, and the note has been 
given with the distinct understanding that the party 
would meet accordingly. When this part of the 
business is terminated, it is an easy task for the 
Secretary to write out a duplicate copy for each Lea- 
der concerned, showing him the name and residence 
of those parties who have engaged to meet in his or 
her class. Enquiry can be made, at the following 
Leader's meeting, as to the fulfilment of the pledges 
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given. We adopted this plan, with excellent eflfeet, 
at a Lovefeast held during a great reviyal, last 
autonm, in this town.* Upwards of 180 notes were 
given on the above principle ! and we had the satis< 
&oti<m to find that very few of the promises made 
were tmredeemed. 

Another point demanding, if we mistake not, the 
serious consideration of all who take an interest in 
the a&irs of Wesleyan Methodism, is the character 
of the speaking at our Lovefeasts. Of late, we are 
convinced, there has been a great deterioration in 
this matter. Much time is lost altogeth^ ; and it is 
questionable if, in some inistanoes, still more be not 
worse t^^^i lost, in consequence of its being occupied 
by ignorant, /ort£^re?, or very young, persons. The 
case is much i^ravated by the total silence of nine 
in ten of the Leaders, Local Preachers, and others, 
both male and female, who are well qualified to 
speak to edification. The inconsistency of this state 
of things may be tested by a supposed transfer of the 
speaking at a Missionary, or Bible, meeting, or any 
other, whether spiritual or secular, from the best 
informed and most talented, to the most illiterate, 
vulgar, and indiscreet, persons present. 

Not that we would exclude any class of our beloved 
people firom "exorcising" at these hallowed festivals. 
But so long as official characters steadily avoid taking 

• Darlaston. 
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any part, except the distrHmOon of the bread and toater, 
the material of talent and experience, neo^sary to 
sustain these important meetings, must greatly 
suffer. 

It should be Seriously considered that there are 
many present, on these occasions, whose ideas of 
spiritual religion are very obscure, or whose impres- 
sions, rektive to the " one thing needful," are ex- 
ceedingly feeble, and inconstant ; and these require 
to hear something from lips which they will respect, 
that, by the blessing of God, may convey instruction 
to their minds, and conviction to their conscieaces. 
Others are seriously seeking salvation, but as yet 
they are like the man in the gospel who saw "m^^ 
as trees walking ;*' and a few clear, and earnest tes- 
timonies to " the truth as it is in Jesus,'* may be the 
means, in His blessed hands, of dissipating the re* 
maining mist, and enabling them to see all things 
clearly.'* Let, then, the " talents " so frequently 
buried," when they might be most successfully em- 
ployed, be brought into active requisition in these 
interesting and popular assemblies. 

Personal narrative is always adapted to fix the 
attention, and by its originality and variety, to ex- 
hibit the truth under novel and striking phases. The 
objects of the stated ministry are thus materially as- 
sisted ; living witnesses " set to (their) seal that God 
is true ;" and whilst the benefit conferred upon others 
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18 great, the happy instruiaents thereof shall not go 
anrewarded, ^ but, in richer . baptisms of the Spirit, 
shall realize the fiilfilment of that auspicious promise^ 
— " Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me ; and to him 
that ordereth his conversation aright will I show the 
salvation of God.'' (Psahn 1. 23.) 

Next to the quality of Lovefeast addresses, it is 
important to regulate the quantity. If we are not 
mistaken, the latter is generally increased, in the 
same degree as the former is wanting. By proscrib.- 
ing dreams, visions, and all kindred absurdities, and 
laying stress upon present experience^ you may give a 
timely and effectual check to the flippancy of youth, 
and the tediousness of age. It is only needful to 
engage a considerable number of our pious people, 
(encouraged by their respective leaders,) to give free 
utterance to their views, and feelings, on the best of 
themes, to ensure a spiritual banquet of the highest 
order. Often have we had to exclaim on such occa- 
sions, — '' Master ! it is good to be here !" And who 
shall say, that it is not in scenes of this description, 
that holy intelligences, from a more exalted sphere, 
invisibly mingle, in accosrdance with that profound 
saying of the apostle : — " To the intent that now 
unto the piincipalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known, by the church, the manifold wisdom 
pf God ?" (Eph. iii. 10.) 
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We haye already transgressed the limits originally 
prescribed for this essay ; yet must claim another 
page or two in deference to the daims of the JuvenSe 
portion of a Wesleyan Pastor's varied, and momen- 
tons, charge. 

The department of Sabbath Schools is wcMrthy of 
far more attention than he can possibly award, con. 
sistently with all other claims upon his time and 
strength. Owing to the number of evenings in every 
week absorbed by preaching appointments, it is nest 
to impossible for him to take part in the stated man- 
agement of these Institutions. To constitute the 
Committees, and occasionally to preside at the offi- 
cial meetings of Schools. connected with the place of 
his residence, are almost all that can be done, in this 
way, with so limited a number of Pastors. Until 
there be " more labourers," the servicea of the Pas- 
torate must, we fear, continue to be rendered chiefly 
in a.pcpuiar sphere. 

Besides the anniversary collections which result 
from the pubHo advocacy of these delights of the age, 
the frequent appearance of the Pastors in the Schools 
may be pleaded for, as of the utmost service to the 
souls of the children. 

At a very early period of our Itineranoy, we b^an 
to occupy this field of usefiilness ; and it has been 
our happiness to see considerable fruit of our labours, 
lu 1831 and 2 we were stationed in the B ^p 
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circuit ; and in two schools in particular were &. 
Toured with much divine help in our addresses to 

the children. One one occasion, at L , it was 

said that not less than twelve of the elder scholars 
were convinced of sin under one address ! all of whom 
immediately joined the Society. About this time, a 
blessed revival of religion took place among the 
young of that place ; and one class which had con- 
sisted of twelve or fourteen young persons, rose 
to the number of seventy.' and was subsequently 
divided into four ! The attendance of these young 
disciples at the means of grace was most regular 
and devout ; the account they gave of their conver- 
sion and experience, scriptural; and their general 
conjduct h^hly creditable to their profession. If we 
bad any misgiving respecting them, it was because 
of their tender years. However, a test arose which 
we had not anticipated. Not fewer than seven ! of 
these lambs of the flock, were, in the course of a 
few months, removed by death ; and the testimonies 
which they were able to bear in their dying hours, 
(several of which we heard personally,) were of the 
most satis&ctory character. They had no fear of 
death, and " rejoiced in hope of the glory of God." 
One Sabbath evening after preaching, we remem- 
ber to have been called to see one of them. Her 

name was Hannah , and her parents kept a toll 

bar within a few yards of the Chapel. We found her 
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sitting on a chair, and supported by pillows. It was 
but too apparent that her days (perhaps her hours) 
were numbered. With an anxiety which embraced 
both her own eternal interests, and the character of 
that work of grace among the yoimg, of which she 
might be justly regarded as a specimen, we enquired 
into the state of her mind, and shall never forget the 
sweet confidence with which she replied, — " I know 
that if my earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved, I have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." (2 Cor. v. 1.) 
It was enough ! her Mth was firmly fixed upon her 
Saviour, and her hope blooming with immor- 
tality ! In the course of the following week she 
** entered into rest.'* There is no better religion than 
that which enables its possessor to live holy, and die 
triumphant. As the number of these happy deaths 
was so large, and each case was connected not only 
with the Sabbath School and Society, but also with 
family circles of various extent, and difRsrent charac- 
ters, we deemed the occasion worthy of special notice 
from the pulpit, and delivered one funeral discourse 
for the seven, — selecting for our text that passage : — 
" Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou 
ordained strength, because of thine enemies, that 
thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.'* 
(Psalm viii. 2.) A short account of each was pre- 
pared. They were of both sexes, and th^ir ages 
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varied from ten to seyenteen. The audience was 
large, and deeply affected. 

The above were " a kind of first fruits '' of our 
unworthy labours in the Juvenile department of our 
sacred office, and exercised considerable influence 
upon our future dealings with childhood and youth. 
Our estimate of the power of divine grace, at an 
early period of Hfe, was greatly raised, and we learned 
to carry an evangelizing spirit with us whenever we 
entered a Sabbath School, and attempted to address 
the children. Seldom have we been disappointed in 
the result, after due perseverance. 

Among our memoranda of this period we find 
another Incident^ which we think will be deemed 
equally illustrative of juvemle piety, and natural 
repartee. We have mentioned another Sabbath 

School in the B circuit, besides that of L , 

in- which we were favoured with an encouraging 
degree of success in our occasional visits and ad- 
dresses. It was at N , where (in our time) 

there was a lively and united Society, and a flourish- 
ing School. Scores of the elder children were brought 
under a gracious influence. Nor was the revival 
confined to the young, but (as is often the case) spread 
among their family connexions, and attracted consi- 
derable attention in the neighbourhood. 

One of the most intelligent and promising of these 
youthful trophies of redeeming grace, was H 
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P— — , a girl of about 14 years of age. Standing 
one day at the door of her fether's house, she was 
accosted by a man of well known iniidel princi^es, 
and who hoped (like the enemies of Christ,) to "en- 
tangle (her) in (her) talk." He began by asking her 
in a taunting tone, — ^"Art thou one o' these that 
pretend to have their sins forgiven ?'* "Yes !" sk 
replied, meekly, but confidently. "Why," returned 
he, " there is no such thing to be enjoyed, and I can 
prove it from Scripture." "Aye!" exclaimed the 
girl, with a degree of scorn, " can t*o ? but wheer- 
abouts ?" " Oh !" said her assailant, " from John iu. 
8 : ' The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it Cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that 
is bom of the Spirit.' Now then," insisted this son 
of Belial, " thou can no more know that thy sins are 
forgiven, than thou can tell where t* wind comes 
from." The girl paused for a moment ; and then, 
conscious of her experience of the blessing, she 
promptly retorted, " Nay ! that's not the meaning. 
Suppose now I come and stand out here on a windy 
night ; — I can't tell where t'wind comes from, nor 
where it's going to : But if I put my hand out, lean 
feelit! and so," she persisted, " I can feel that my 
sins are forgiven." The man was at once dumb- 
foimded ; and, turning upon his heel, left her to the 
quiet enjoyment of this 
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" Seal of her Bins in Christ forgiven, 
Bigmest of loye, and pledge of heayen." 

But one laore Incidenty of this class, shall be ob' 
traded upon the patience of the reader. We were 
riding one fine Sabbath morning to an appointment, 
when a boy, connected with one of the above-named 
Schools, met us. A pleasing smile overspread his 
countenance, and he evidently wished to make some 
communication. PvUing up, we assmned a listening 
attitude, when he thus proceeded: "Sir, th' last 
time you came to our school and 'livered a lector, 
theer were /our moore softened P* 

Happy utterance of a delightful, and all-important 
fact ! May it tend to encourage some junior Pastor 
to adapt his message of truth, and mercy, to the 
susceptible region of childhood and youth, as tmfolded 
in our Sabbath Schools ! Both children and teachers 
will hail the appearance of the "ambassador of 
Christ;" and many hearts will " melt like wax before 
the fire." 

Co-ordinate with Sabbath schools, and perhaps even 
more dependent upon Pastoral energy to originate, 
direct, and sustain them, are Wesleyan Day Schools. 

Never were a religious community more united 
in any object than were the Wesleyans, in 
opposing the " Episcopalian" measure of education, 
brought into Parliament by Sir James Graham. 
Public meetings, the power of the press, and floods 
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of petitions, proclaimed the determination of tlie 
body not to allow the children of their fiunilies, and 
schools, to be spirited away firom them, by a kind of 
Church and State Necromancy. It was, doubtless, 
the part we took which turned the scale, and 
caused the withdrawment of the Bill. 

Nothing, however, could be &rther from the 
thoughts of Wesleyan antagonists of this objection- 
able measure, than that the great cause of NaticHud 
Education should be allowed to slumber. For 
several years there had existed a Wesleyan Com- 
mittee of Education, annually appointed by th^ 
Conference, and consisting of the most influential 
Ministers and Laymen of the Body. Their labQun 
had been truly arduous, and extended alike to ibe 
foundation of Schools, and the preparation of 
Teachers. In 1839, the sum of £5,000 was appro- 
priated from the Centenary Fund in aid of these 
objects. This was at least three years before 
the introduction of the celebrated Factories' Educa^ 
tion Bill. In 1844, immediately after our suc- 
cessful opposition to the measure, the entire connex- 
ino was moved on the question by a series of 
aggregate meetings, at the chief of which the Presi- 
dent of the Conference occupied the chair. Besides 
raising by subscription upwards of £20,000, it was 
recommended to the Conference, and eventuaU/ 
sanctioned and appointed, that one half of the Gene- 
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ral Chapel Relief Fund, raised by public collections 
and private subscriptions, should be henceforth ap- 
propriated to educational purposes. The name of 
the fund was now changed to " The United Chapel 
and Wesleyan Education Fund." But even beyond 
this rapid creation of monetary resources, may be 
estimated the moral impetus given by these meetings 
to the great cause of Scriptural Education throughout 
our Connexion. A period of seven years was ap- 
pointed for the establishment of 700 Schools, with 
every hope of realizing that number ; and Thomas 
Farmer, Esq., " whose praise is in all our churches," 
in addition to his noble general subscription, pro- 
mised to give a donation of £1 to every Wesleyan 
Day School formed within that period. 

Nearly six of the seven years have now elapsed, 
and the total nimiber of our Day Schools, according 
to the last report, was only 369 ! 

The Ministers of the Connexion are empowered, 
and enjoined, to take the lead in this great enter- 
prise, in their respective circuits. The responsibility 
of an initiative, in this momentous matter, cannot 
be too highly estimated. We are anxious to see the 
day when every Circuit shall have its General and 
Local CJommittees of Education ; and we are con- 
vinced, that they can scarcely meet at aUy without 
taldng successM action. 
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It has been our happiness to take part in the for- 
mation of one Wesleyan Day Sohool, in each of the 
circuits in which we haye travelled since the oom- 
mencement of this connexionAl movement. The 

first was at M— — , in the S circuit, in 1846-7. 

There had been a school upon the Glasgow system ; 
but, for want of adaptation in the master, it had 
fiillen through, and the Treasurer was actually £50 
in advance ! Nothing remained but the gallery, maps, 
&c. ; and many a sigh was heaved by the Mends and 
parents of the children^ as they gassed upon the 
wreck of their once flourishing establishment. Hap- 
pily, the Treasurer was a man pledged to the cause; 
and, when almost any other would have declined fur- 
ther responsibility until the old debt was cancelled, 
he was one of the most forward to agree to another 
trial. A competent Master was obtained from, the 
Parent Committee, and the school re-opened. /i» 
six months the ratio Of its income was self-supporting ! 
A second equally successful effort was made, when 
on accoimt of severe family affliction, we removed 
ftom the Northern coast, and obtained an appoint- 
ment for twelve months to the S circuit. The 
circuit generally is agricultural, consisting of nume- 
rous small places scattered over a wide space of 

country. One of these is H , where there is 

scarcely the appearance of a village, but a few farm 
houses, with here and there a group of cottages. 
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occupied by ^urm-labourers, or haad-loom weavers. 
To look at the neighbourhood, you would wonder 
where a congregation was to come from, that should 
fill the large Wesleyan Chapel, which stands at the 
head of one of the many lanes that diverge from 
tke main road. Here, however, Methodism is 
** established^^ in the hearts of the people; and at 
the sound of the chapel-bell, they flock from every 
part of the neighbourhood, and form one of the 
finest rural congregations we ever beheld. We found 
a Day School upon the premises, but it was small, 
not exceeding thirty or forty children in the winter, 
and dwindling down to twenty in the summer. Still 
it shewed that our friends were awake to the import- 
ance of a religious education. The Master was a 
Local Preacher, and his salary was (in part) made 
up, (we believe) from the fimds of the chapel. 

About the time of our entering upon the circuit, 
the Clergyman of a neighbouring township, intent 
upon " church extension," commenced the erection 
of commodious schools, at a short distance from our 
Chapel. When the buildmg was nearly complete, 
he began to canvass the Wesleyans ! for subscriptions, 
representing the very superior education which would 
be given to those who might attend his schools : they 
would even " learn the ttse of the Globes ! " 

Irrespective of this Church movement, we should 
have urged our friends to have a regularly trained 
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Master; but now they felt they had no alterna- 
tive. The young brother in charge of the present 
**• apology " for a School, was perfectly willing to 
resign, and even offered himself as a candidate for 
the advantages of our connexional training school. 

The expense of outfit, &c., was cheerfully met hy 
collections and subscriptions, and in applying for a 
Master, a pledge was given for a TniniTnum salary of 
£60. A most suitable supply was sent ; and the 
institution was opened just in time to prevent that 
abduction of Wesleyan children to the Church 
Schools which was evidently meditated. In a short 
time, we succeeded in raising a large and flourishing 
Day School, " out of debt and danger." Meanwhile, 
the clergyman, unable, for want of funds, to secure 
a trained Master, was driven to a temporary and 
inefficient appointment ; and when we left the neigh- 
bourhood, his handsome and spacious premises were 
all but deserted ; and the poor Dominie whom he had 
brought from a great distance, was unable to support 
himself, and talked of abdicating a position in which 
he ought never to have been placed. 

The last Wesleyan Day School in the formation of 
which we took a part was in the place of our present 
residence. The subject had long pressed upon the 
minds and consciences of a few of the best Mends of 
Methodism whom the place contained; and our worthy 
predecessor had done all in his power to promote the 
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undertaking. Our course was to form a Committee, 
at once, and with their valuable aid, to encoimter 
every other needM preliminary. Excellent premises 
were at our service, tree ^m rent-charge. The 
members of committee willingly came forward with 
donations of various amounts, and promised to repeat 
them annually, if required. We then engaged a 
first-rate Master, and proceeded to contract for a 
gallery, &c. The entire cost of the outfit was as 
follows : — 





£. s. 


d. 


Gallery, Forms, and Desks 


37 8 


6 


Maps and Books 


13 12 


04 


Wall for Playground 


15 





StoTe 


8 1 





Sundries 


2 16 






Total £76 17 6i 



In addition to the donations abovenamed, a Tea 
Meeting was held, and the services of that distin- 
guished advocate of ail that is great and good — 
Dr. Melson, of Birmingham, obtained. The proceeds 
were considerable ; and the Doctor's eloquent state- 
ment yet more important, in commending our infant 
enterprise to the pubhc £a,vor. Public collections, 
also, were made to a liberal amoimt. We opened 
the school on Dec. 6, 1848, and soon witnessed a 
rush of scholars. The average attendance, has, from 
nearly the commencement, been 140. The weekly 
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charges are 4d. and dd. After paying a salary of 
£80 to ike Master, there has iBmaiiied a coDsider- 
able surplns, which has IffBeOf in party employed ia 
liquidating the oost of the outfit. The Infrtitation 
has . lonff been free from Mt; and, owing^ to local 
liberality, and die excellent management of the 
Committee^ there has been no necessity to a^ppeal 
for the usual graat from the Genesal. Edooation 
Fund. 

Every Day Sehool fi)nned in our Connexioii viU 
demand pastoral supervision and co-operation. Not 
only must the Minii^ier preside at the monthly 
meetings of the Committee, but he must personally 
visit th« Institution at least once a weeli^ and give 
religumf instruction to the children. 

The Wesleyaiis of B , in L , had the 

honour of beiog very early engaged in the work of 
juvenile instruction on week-days. At least ten 
^ears before the Connexion generally was moved on 
the subject, they had a Boys', Girls', and In&nts' 
establishmentj-'-each separately conducted. Onee a 
week the three schools were assembled in one room, 
and one of the Ministers held a rel^otis sarviee with 
them for about an hour. On one of these occasions, 
We requested as many of the children as might be 
disposed for the task, tb learn bjr heart a chapter in 
the New Testament, so as to be aUe to repeat it at 
our ensuing visit. The chapter selected was the 
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third of St. John's Goepel. Tbe timo arriyed, md 
a connidfirable niiiiiber were brought forwaard wh,^ 
professed to have peifonn^ t^e tusk. We were oa 
the point of oommenGing the exercise, when, looking 
round the room, we obserred a little girl weeping. 
Enquiring into the catkse of her distress, it 
appeared that she too had learnt the chapter, but 
had been aeoidentally overlooked by the tel^^her, 
and the disappointment had quite oyercome her 
feelings. The inadvertence was quickly rectified, 
and the service proceeded. 

The reader will remember the chapter ; it 001^'- 
nxences with, ^* There wa^ a man of the Pharisees 
named Nioodemus," &c.j and contains that instrue- 
tive and momentous portion relative to the new birth ; 
(v. 3. 8.) and is, indeed, filled with the most weighty 
and hallowing tmtitis. The children performed their 
alternate parts very satis&ctorily ; and some little 
familiar exposition of the chapter which had been 
repeated, together with the usual devotional exerci- 
ses, filled up the allotted hour. 

But a few weeks elapsed when, one Saturday 
evening, the teacher of Uie GirFs School called to 
say that one of the scholars was dangerously ill, and 
earnestly desirous of being visited. We aeoompaiiied 
her to the house, and found that it was the same 
little girl, whom we had detected in tears, on account 
of having been overlooked on the occasion already 



250 

described. She was about nine years of age ; and 
the complaint under which she was suffering was 
the &tal croup ! We foimd her incapable oi speak- 
ing, yet sensible, and (what was most important) 
able, by her looks, and signs, to afford us the most 
pleasing assurance of her inward haj^iness. She 
had, indeed, been " taught of God ;'' and the truths 
which she had been so anxious to repeat from the 
sacred page, had found an entrance into her tender 
heart. The fear of death was entirely destroyed, 
and she had a delightful confidence that her Sayiour 
was about to take her to himself. 

Deeply impressed with the dear child*s dying tes- 
timony, we gaye out a verse. It was this: — 

** There is a land of piire delight, 
Where saints immortal reign : 
Infinite day excludes the nightj 
And pleasures banish pain.'* 

The teacher was the only one who could assist in 
singing, the rest beiag too deeply affected. We 
sang the two first lines together, but in commencing 

the third, — 

*' Infinite day excludes the night,'' 
we coidd detect another voice, or rather a whispery 
essaying to accompany us. It proceeded from the 
pillow of the dying child, who had caught the strain, 
and though unable to articulate was at least breath- 
ing her triumphs under the grim gaze of " the last 
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enemy !*' We concluded our yerse, and then pros- 
trated ourselves in prayer, and separated to meet no 
more on earth. Early the following morning she 
joined the enraptured throng before the throne ! 

At the ensuing Visitation of the Classes, we found 
in one book a new name written in pencil. It was 
that of a female ; and our first enquiry related to her 
reasons for joining the Society. " You don't know 
me then!'' she said. Admitting that we were at 
fault, she continued, ** Don't you remember visiting 
my child ?" We now recollected the name. It was 
the mother of the little girl ! As well as her feelings 
would allow, she proceeded to say, — " When I saw 
that dear child die so happy, I was taken with a con- 
viction that, unless I turned to the Lord, I should 
never meet her in heaven ! and that (she added) is 
the reason that has brought me here to-night!" It 
may be imagined with what feelings we received 
this hopeful candidate for church membership, 
whose conversion, afterwards attested by her consis- 
tent deportment, resulted (under God) from the piety 
of her child, and might be regarded as a reflex bles- 
sing upon the Wesleyan Day School, in which that 
child had been so successfully taught "the way of 
salvation." 

It is from our Sabbath and Weekly Seminaries, 
that there have arisen, and shall arise, imtold acces- 
sions to our churches; whose midtitude, character 
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and mfluenoe) shall exemplify the beautiful image of 
tJie fi'esh, and fertile, " dew," poured forth froxa ** the 
womb of the morning." (Psabi o. 3.) Matthew 
Henry in his comment on the pasisage, fiays,-^** ^The 

9 

dew of thy youth* is a numerous, illustrious, hope- 
ftd show of young people flocking to Christ, which 
should be to the worid as dew to the ground, to 
make it fruitful.'* 

> 

To this consummation lathing promises to be 
(under God) more contributary^ than that firee, and 
frequent, j^o^fora^ association^ which has been pleaded 
for in the last few pages of ihis work. 
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